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RP cop hurt in E. Timor; 200 ШШ US Senate OKs bill to allow 
Pinoys alerted for evacuation PHILIPPINE DAILY foreign workers legal status 


By Nikko Dizon Î WASHINGTON—THE US SENATE ADOPTED ON 
THE PHILIPPINES YESTERDAY ALERTED THE í 1 f Î Thursday (Friday in Manila) sweeping reforms of 
military on the possibility of evacuating about N T F ЇЧ an immigration taw that wil allow millions of un- 
200 Filipinos from East Timor after four daysot J documented workers to seek egal status in the 
Violence in the world's youngest nation left 20 United States 
people dead and many wounded, including a Fil- ‘Most controversial Is a provision that would al- 
ipino police officer. low many of the estimated 11.5 million foreign 

IL MMNMMMEE BALANCED Joy pA 
Manila, was shotin the stomach on Thurséa لصاح‎ gain legal status. 
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‘Like cutting deal 
with Hitler’s men) 


Salonga 
hits PCGG’s 


compromise 
with Marcoses 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE МАМ WHO 
launched the global 
search for Ferdinand 
Marcos’ hidden wealth 


has urged President 
GMA RP'S BEST SALESWOMAN E 
15 МОРОЦУАММА. President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
Arroyo declares she is a “proud pull out of settlement 1 
amd dentsaleswenme а А talks with the Mar- “ITISINSPIRING TO INSPIRE,” Romi Garduce says on arrival 
country andis bullish about its d said striking Pewiteredbyhisinstant celebrity he shyly responds to his rousing 
Ва анодата 5С coses, and said striking welcome atthe Naia. Next stop for the adventurer: The South Pole. 
realist about national problems d a compromise with 
during the 45th Association them would be like the Th a d E t 
Cambiste Internationale (ACI), a mE 

world a teen Holocaust victims cut- if on ver es 


analysts held at the PICC. ting a deal with Hitler's 


б ЕШМ rem m Né but first in Manila 


4 
А “The victims of the Holocaust 
W ] h Enron b osses were с onvicted hounded the Nazi war criminals By Alcuin Papa ipino climbers from the First 
wherever they went. The crimi- and Nikko Dizon Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition 
nals were pursued until ... che last (FPMEE), achieved the feat. 
HOUSTON—KENNETH LAY MAY Inoneofthe greatest corporate tion of the governments years. опе of them was sentenced," for- HE MAY NOT HAVE BEEN THE GMA 7 news director Jessica 
have paved his way to prison when scandals іп US history, former En- long effort to punish them fortheir mer Senate President Jovito Sa- first to reach the summit of Mt. Soho said the network was im- 
Gg im hi own defense, ron Corp. chiefs Lay and Skilling roles in the stunning 2001 collapse longa said in an interview yester- Everest, but Romi Garduce still pressed with Garduces humility 
snarling at a prosecutor and telling were convicted on Thursday of of Enron, which shook the coun- day. came home a winner. and decision not to turn the climb 
а jury of middleclass men and fraud and conspiracy and could пуз faith in corporate America and “The Holocaust victims hound- The nation's most accomplished into a race. 
kn thathecouldnttumoffhis spend the rest of their lives in led to new corporate govemance ed the war criminals to the very mountaineer arrived home yester- — “He has always been humble de- 
rich lifestyle "ike a spigot” despite prison regulations nd. That took morethan SO years. day to a warm welcome from his spite his amazing, fantastic creden- 
$100 milion in personal deb. ‘The Lay and Skilling convie- ^ "Thejurysentanummistshable Wete just into our 20th year" countrymen and from officials of tials, His demeanor did nor change 
Jeffrey Skilling may have guar- tions bring to 19 the number of message: You cant lie to share- _ Salonga was the first chair of GMA 7, the television network hat during the expedition, even with 
anteed himself a string of convic- Enron executives who pleaded holders. No matter how rich and the Presidential Commission on supported his climb. the talk that this was turning out to 
fians when he could counter guilty or have been found guilty powerful, you must play by the Good Government formed in Garduce reached the summit be a race. We admire and respect 
incriminating testimony бот ofcrimes. Piles” prosecutor Sean 1986 by then President Corazon of Mt. Everest last May 19, two his decision that he did not want to 
prosecution witnesses with more ‘The verdict capped a bitter four- Berkowitz said. Aquino to track down assets days after Leo Oracion and Erwin race," Soho said, 
than, "Ies not true.” month tial that was the culmina- WHY ENRONIAS UKEQUTTNGA& "Pasto? Emata, two other Fil- minoras 


SENATE PROBE Gov't bars 
fio dar | Pro-Erap 5 blame | E WM Satur from 


GMA for abduction KEN | M leaving for 
By T] Burgonio City, held incommunicado without +, Ч Indo nesia 


and Luige А. del Puerto warrants and released on "insuffi- 
cient evidence" Thursday night. By Michael Lim Ubac 
“IS THERE NO SAFETY FOROR- “Since Ms Arroyo has made no Е > 
dinary citizens like us? Is there по bones about being the Commander P ‘THE CABINET OVERSIGHT COM- 
security? What kind of govem- in Chief, she should be liable for g mittee on internal security (Cocis) 
mentis this?” this,” Eustaquio said at the briefing. has barred Bayan Muna Rep. Sat- 
Erap gets These were the questions “It seems like a coincidence that ur Ocampo from leaving for Jakar- 
: raised by Virgilio Eustaquio, chair the head of the Isafp (Intelligence ta to speak before a global antifor- 
credit for of the Union of the Masses for Service of the AFP) is a relative of eign debt conference. 
Democracy and Justice, after he Gloria Arroyo's,” he added on "Те militant party-list lawmak- 
bigger and four other members of the hindsight, referring to Commodore , er had been scheduled to fly to 
group linked to former President Leonardo Calderon. “Tm not sur- i the Indonesian capital at 8:30 
carabaos Joseph Estrada were freed Thurs. prised this has happened to us.” a.m, yesterday on Singapore Air- 
day night from their detention by Оп the floor, Senate Minority lines, but was informed by immi 
the milita: Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and gration Commissioner Alipio Fer- 
By Norman но меж looking grim and sounding Sen. Jinggoy Estrada demanded | nandez that he might be prevent- 
WHO'S GOT THE LAST traumatized, four of the men that AFP public information chief ed from leaving the airport. 
laugh now? showed up yesterday at a press Col. Tristan Kison apologize for 1 "| made it very clear to them 
They laughed at then briefing at the Senate and said misleading the public on the е 3 that I will return after three days, 
Sen. Joseph Estrada, to in- they were holding President whereabouts of Eustaquio, Ruben È А ^ so what are they so afraid of?" 
clude even some of his col- Macapagal-Arroyo liable for their Dionisio, Jim Lucio Cabauatan, ‘Ocampo told the INQUIRER. 
leagues in the Senate, for abduction and detention by mili- Dennis Ibuna and PO3 Jose Justo R М Ocampo, along with the rest of 
what was perceived as his | tary intelligence agents. Curameng. ; i the "Batasan 5," аз well as anoth- 
over exertions over the one They attended the Senate ple- Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz er militant party-list lawmaker, 
and only law he authored in nary debate on the budget of the and AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Ge — Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran, 
the Senate that had to do Department of National Defense eroso Senga stood by Kison, saying ENDANGERED PAIR. Boy from Thailand's ethnic tribe Karen lies is fighting charges of rebellion 
with the carabao, and witnessed senators grill Armed it was his “judgment call” ‘whether beside a fish caught from the Salween river near the Thai-Burma filed before a Makati regional tri- 
‘The sense was that Estra- Forces officials on the incident to apologize. But Cruz said he had border, which runs through a remote, stunningly beautiful and alcourt. 
dawasmakingmuchado ^ | through Sen. Manuel VilarJr ordered the Isafp Inspector Gener- ecologically undisturbed arca inhabited by minority groups now in "They are accused of involvement. 
Wap | ` The five men were picked up al to submit a report. danger of intrusions from thelr neighbors economic planners, аг — inthealeged LefeRightplotto grab 
Monday from a house in Quezon. PRO-ERAPIAA GOVT/AD 
[EE PESIAR EEE TAD TTT IEW SE NENG BREAD 
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Special CARP 
team for Negros 


To avoid violence between farmers, landowners | 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


AGRARIAN REFORM BENEFICIARIES YESTERDAY 
urged the government to form a special team to im- 
plement the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram in Negros Occidental after a group of 
landowners warned there would be violence if the 
farm workers are forcibly installed in their lands. 


Task Force Mapalad, an organi- 
zation of farm workers in 300 ha- 
ciendas in the province, made the 
proposal at a meeting last Thursday 
with Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor and Department 
of Agrarian Reform officials. 

‘The group said the team should 
be composed of people from the 
DAR central office because they 
claimed that local DAR officials in 
Negros were either “paralyzed” by 
fear or were “conniving” with the 
landowners. 

"They [local DAR officials] 
have become the mouthpiece of 
the landowners. They do not 
have a firm stand, always em- 
ploying delaying tactics,” said 


New RP-US security pact needs no ratification — DND chief 


WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Visayas and Mindanao wl experiance тозу бозду 
sis wh scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms, The rest of the 


ary il have partiy cloudy о cloudy shes wit isolate ran- 
Shower oruniersirms mos inte Петото evening, 
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Luisita hits 
gov't for 
deception 


THE HACIENDA LUISITA INC. 
yesterday accused the govern- 
ment of misleading the farmer- 
beneficiaries of the Cojuangco es- 
tate into thinking that they would 
get their share of the sprawling 
‘Sugar plantation next month, 

HLI spokesperson Vigor Men- 
doza П said the Department of 
Agrarian Reform had told the 
Supreme Court in a manifestation 
submitted on Feb. 15 that the DAR 
would not yet parcel out the ha- 
cienda under the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program despite 
the revocation of its stock scheme. 

Citing the РАКУ manifestation, 
Mendoza said DAR legal counsel 
Delfin Samson told the Supreme 
Court that there was no need for a 
temporary restraining order against 
the CARP coverage of Luisita be- 
cause Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Nasser С. Pangandaman had or- 
dered the regional office to suspend 
the coverage. 

“f Samson's claim is true, Pan- 
gandaman is practically raising 
false hopes of the FWBs (farm 
worker beneficiaries). This is... not 
good for the agrarian situation 
here. IF not (misleading the FWBs), 
Pangandaman was misleading the 
Supreme Court. This is not good ei- 
then” Mendoza said in a statement. 

Pangandaman, however, said he 
ordered the suspension of coverage of 
Luisita months ago only because the 
Presidential Agrarian Reform Council, 
had not yet ruled on the mation for 
reconsideration of the HU. 


to forcibly install disputed ARBs 
to be premature and serves only 
to sow dissension and create vio- 
lence on the ground resultin 
loss of lives, damage to property 
and reduced agricultural produc- 
tion,” the CLP said in its Resolu- 
tion No. 1 series of 2006. 

Nieto said he was merely doing 
his job as DAR field operations 
chief. He has been conducting di- 
alogues with various farmers’ 
groups in the disputed land distri- 
butions and assisting those legiti- 
mate holders of certificates of 
land ownership award (CLOA) 
who have yet to be installed. 

Early this month, the DAR an- 
nounced that it was prepared to en- 
listthe help of police and the military 
in implementing the CARP in those 
areas where there is armed resis- 
tance by the landowners, 

It said intervention of govem- 
ment armed units would be 
sought in agrarian reform “hot 
spots,” or areas where there is 
strong, even violent, resistance by 
landowners. Negros is among the 
hot spots identified by the DAR. 


ТЕМ national campaigns coordi- 
nator Lanie Factor. 

She accused DAR personnel in 
Negros of passing on information 
to the landowners concerning 
DARS plans to install the farmer 
beneficiaries, giving the rich own- 
ers of sugar lands time to prepare 
for and block the attempts. 

‘The Coalition of Landowners 
of the Philippines (CLP), which is 
based in Bacolod City, issued a 
resolution on April 20 opposing 
the appointment of Agrarian Re- 
form Undersecretary Narciso Ni- 
eto who they said was aggressive- 
ly "engineering forced installa- 
tions" of farmer beneficiaries. 

“The CLP sees these attempts 


POLICE officers push back protesters who tried to get closer to the 
US Embassy in Manila for a "lightning protest” Friday May 26, against 
the recent expansion of security agreement between the Philippines 
and the United States. The protesters also demanded the scrapping 
of the Visiting Forces Agreement, VFA, which allows US troops back 
to Philippine soil for large-scale joint military exercises. » 


“That was before, but it has 
been lifted,” Pangandaman told 
the INQUIRER. 

“We said we will slow down with 
the process first because of the НЫЗ. 
fling for a temporary restraining or- 
der but the PARC has already decid- 

to deny the НЫЗ motion so we're 
Blishing through with it,” he said. 

Blanche S. Rivera 


THE NEW SECURITY PACT WITH THE 
United States is not a basing agreement 
and therefore does not require Senate rati- 
fication, according to Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz. 

Cruz said the new security arrangement 
was just a mechanism for consultation on 
“non-traditional” security concerns such as 
terrorism, crime, maritime safety and securi- 
ty disasters and epidemics, including the 


dreaded avian ftu. 

“It is not a basing agreement. It is just a 
mechanism for the Philippines and the 
United States to consult [each other] on 
what areas in nontraditional concerns 
should be explored for cooperation,” Cruz 
told reporters at the Senate where he at- 
tended hearings on the defense depart- 
ments budget. 

The new accord, announced earlier this 


week, involves the setting up of a joint con- 
sultative panel called the Security Engage- 
ment Board to be chaired jointly by the 
Philippine Armed Forces Chief of Staff and 
the US Commander in Chief of the Pacific 
Command. 

Cruz explained that the SEB was a "mirror" 
of the REUS Mutual Defense Board, the con- 
sultative body for the 1951 Mutual, Defense 
“Treaty with the US that calls for batiling ex: 


ternal security threats in either county. 

‘The government has said the security ar 
rangement is part of the Visiting Forces 
‘Agreement, which governs the conduct of 
joint US military exercises in the Philippines. 

"The pact will have the effect of broadening 
the scope of the joint exercises to deal with 
threats such as terrorism, crime, disasters and 
epidemics not covered under the Mutual De- 
fense Treaty. Juliet Labog-Javellana and AP 
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The thrill of the drive: 


All authorized The BMW XTour featuring the BMW X3 with the M Aerodynamic kit. 


BMW Dealerships. what's behind a great drive? On the fairways, the right equipment, and on the highways, the right vehicle spells the difference, 


Until May 31, 2006. 
ba bait? The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 


+ A 0% Interest plan on the BMW X3 for a 50% downpayment, extended 24-month term. 


* Orthe option of a BMW ХЗ fitted with high performance aerodynamic kits, loaded with a set of precision-based. 
Mizuno golf clubs and an all-weather golf bag, at no added cost. 
‘Both options also avalable on the BMW XS. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2153, Series of 2008, 


* Chance to win a Mizuno golf set and a golf weekend for every BMW X5 or BMW X3 test drive. 
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The thrill of the drive awaits at all authorized BMW dealerships. 
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Pro- -Erap 5 blame GMA for abduction 


From page Al 


The P45-billion DND budget, 
which had been tied up by the 
of military offi- 


senators gril 
cials on the incident 


day night, was deemed submitted 


yesterday on the cor 


the military brass submit its re- 


port on Monday. 


Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chair of 
the committee on national de- 
fense, set an inquiry into the inci- 


dent for Tuesday. 


Names unknown 

Eustaquio, Cabau: 
and Curameng turne 
11 am. briefing at 


conference room, accompanied 


by Senators Estrada 

Osmefia Ш. 
Dionisio, 60, who 

said he was tortured 


reporters marks on his body, was in 


а Metro Manila hospi 


Elvira Lleva told the Ingureer. 


“Our primary con 


his health,” Lleva said. 
consulted ош 


“We have 
lawyers; theyre 
charges," said the 47- 


were made. 
He added: “As to 


charged, that's the problem. We 
don't know their names; we can't 
recall their faces. Things hap- 


pened so fast. 


“But I think it will be easy to 
get this information because it 
has been reported in the papers 


that we were in Isafp 


Senator Estrada later said on 
the floor that the five men would 


-year-old Eu- 
staquio, in whose Quezon City 
house the warrantless arrests 


the five were in Isafp custody and 
admission 48 hours later. 

“He must apologize to the Fil- 
ipino people, whom he misled,” 
the senator said. “If we have a 
public information officer who is 
misleading the public, 1 don't 
think he has any place in the 
[AFP].” 


Hearing the punches 

At a press conference held at 
Eustaquio's house shortly after 
all five men were freed on Thurs- 
day night, details of alleged 
physical and mental torture 
were told. 

Eustaquio, Ibuna, Cabauatan 
and Curameng confirmed that 
Dionisio, the oldest among them 
and the one tagged as a ranking 
official of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines in Metro Manila, 
got the worst of the beatings. 

Even at the press conference, 
Dionisio was absent. He had trou- 
ble walking, Eustaquio said. 

Ibuna said that on the night of 
their arrest, he could hear the 
punches landing оп Dionisio's 
body and the latter's pleas for 
respite. 

“Iwas closest to Ruben [in the 
place where we were taken]. His 
cries, the questions asked of him, 
the punches and beating—they 
made up the worst kind of tor- 
ture. And 1 who could hear it felt 1 
was more ofa victim than he was 
„ because there was nothing 1 
could do about it,” Ibuna said. 

“It went on the whole night. 
They didn't allow you to go to 
sleep. If you did, they hit you. You 
have to hear the cries of your 
friend,” he said. 


since Thurs- 


ndition that 


atan, Ibuna 
d up for the 
the Tafiada 
and Sergio 


had earlier 
and showed 


tal, his sister 


cern now is 


preparing 


who will be 


custody.” 


file criminal and administrative 


charges against Calderon “for au- 
thorizing the operation,” the ar- 
resting agents, and Kison “for try- 


ing to cover it up.” 


During the Thursday night de- 
bates on the DND budget, AFP of- 


ficials admitted that 
the Isafp's Military 


Group 15 carried out the opera- 


tion, 


The AFP officials divulged the 


identities of the agent 


ators during yesterday's execu- 
tive session, while the press brief- 


ing was ongoing. 


Later at the plenary debates on 


the DND budget at 
Estrada again raised 
focusing on Kison's 


Cold place, hot place 
Eustaquio said he and his 
friends were disoriented and 
could not tell night from day be- 
cause they were blindfolded. 
Each could not tell what had 
happened to the others, he said. 
They did not know who took 
them, and they were being made 
to admit they were part of a com- 
тїшїї hit squad in the capital. 
Within what Eustaquio as- 
sumed to be one day, his abduc- 
tors moved him three times. 
“They brought us to a cold 
place and a hot place. We were 
brought to a windy place, to a 
grass land. This was the mental 
torture. We could smell gasoline. 


members of 
Intelligence 


ts to the sen- 


past 1 рл, 
the issue by 
denial that 


We could touch cold hands. We 
could not understand what was 
happening,” he said, adding: 

“The first time saw the light of 
day [since Monday] was when 
we were brought to the DOJ (De- 
partment of Justice)." 

Eustaquio recalled that when 
they had a chance to talk, Dioni- 
sio told him the beating stopped 
only when he said he would ad- 
mit to being a CPP official. 

"They gave him good food to 
eat, but when they asked him the 
composition of the [CPP] in 
Metro-Rizal and naturally he 
could mot answer, the beating 
started again," Eustaquio said. 


"Like a dog’ 

Jim Cabauatan said he ate 
blindfolded "like a dog" through- 
out his detention. 

Hesaid he was made to hear all 


tie 


the plate.” 


said. 


sorts of noises, including the 
sound of 
chopped to pieces. 

Cabauatan, whose brother is 
a retired military official, said 
he could not eat well during his 
arrest because his hands were 


“You were blindfolded and 
could not see the food,” he said. 1 
asked them to loosen the binding 
оп my hands, and they did a little. 
Ihad to keep my face very close to 


They kept him moving, he 


‘Once, he was brought to what 
seemed like farmland, where he 
heard someone cutting grass, 
sharpening a blade, and hammer- 
ing at something. 

"It came to a point that I said, 
‘Sir, please have pity. Don't leave 
me here. I don't want to die,” he 


something being 
hurt too much." 


pened. 


afternoon to chat. 


Curameng said that when 
the military agents stormed 
the house, he introduced him- 
self as a cop and asked who 


they were. 


ground, and when 


recalled. “I could stand the physi- 
cal torture, but the mental torture 


Victim of circumstances 
‘Among the five men, it was 
most difficult for Curameng, a 
member of the Quezon City Po- 
lice, to accept what had hap- 


He described himself as a vic- 
tim of circumstances—a personal 
friend of Eustaquios who had 
dropped in that fateful Monday 


"They told me to hit the 


asking for their identities, some- 
one stepped on my face and 


head,” he said, adding: 

"What could not accept is that 
cop [like me] had to experience 
something as harrowing as that. 
1f that could happen to me, how 
much more to those who can't de- 
fend themselves?" 

But although the experience 
left him terrified, Curameng said, 
his faith in the police and the mil- 
itary had not wavered. 

“There may be just a few of 
them [doing these bad things]. [I 
believe] the military and police 
are still ready to serve the peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Curameng wondered how se- 
curity forces could have accused 
him of being a communist when 
his brother was a military 
sergeant. 

“Tight criminals, and he fights 
subversives and rebels,” Cura- 
meng said. 


isted on 


Erap gets credit for bigger carabaos 


From page Al 


over nothing. He was not making sense and 
they laughed behind his back. 

The Philippine Carabao Act, or Republic 
‘Act No. 7307, was enacted into law in March 
1992, just a few months before Estrada ran as 
Eduardo Cojuangco's running mate and won 
as vice president. 

Estrada yesterday made sure he got credit 
for the law that has resulted in the success of 
the country's carabao program. 


PDI failed to mention Erap 

“I was the one who authored the bill,” 
Estrada told the INquinen of the law that creat- 
ей the Philippine Carabao Center after read- 
ing the Inguiner’s Thursday issue that 
carabaos bred at the center are heavier and 
meatier than native carabaos and females 
produce 10 times more milk. 

The INgumza article on the great strides 
made at the Philippine Carabao Center in Sci- 
ence City, Mufioz, Nueva Ecija, pleased Estra- 
da except that it failed to mention that he au- 
thored the Carabao Act. 

Estrada expressed pride over the accom- 
plishment made by the PCC, created by the 
Philippine Carabao Act of 1992. Estrada 


US Senate OKs 


From page Al 


‘The bill passed 62-36 despite deep divi- 
sions within the majority Republican Party 
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Brgy. Pansian Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte 
Enjoy a place like paradise on the 
27% & 28" of May, 2006 at 
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sponsored the bill in the Senate while then 
Bataan Rep. Felicito Payumo sponsored it in 
the House of Representatives. 


“White Revolution’ 

“1 was helped by Senator (Leticia Ramos) 
Shahani. She was the coauthor Now, we 
again have a project called White Revolution 
in reference to the program's objective of hav- 
ing increased milk production by carabaos," 
Estrada added. 

Estrada said that before the carabao en- 
hancement law was passed, Filipino farmers 
across the country had to content themselves 
with a liter of milk per water buffalo. 

‘When the cross-breeding program of the 
center commenced and started producing 
their own carabaos, the female species were 
already producing at least twice as much 
milk. The carabao beef also improved as the 
buffaloes were meatier and heavier. 

“The income of the farmers doubled,” 
Estrada said. 


Agrileducational 
Estrada also made sure that the dispersal of 
the center's crossbred carabaos would be ad- 
ministered by agricultural education institu- 
tions, not the Department of Agriculture. 


“If it was the DA that would handle the dis- 
persal, those more influential could cause more 
‘crossbred carabaos delivered to their areas. 1 
‘saw to it that that won't happen,” Estrada said. 


Carabao named Glory 

Теп years after the law was enacted, the 
PCC’s test tube technique in carabao repro- 
duction resulted in the birth of “Glory” a 
44-kilo water buffalo that can produce as 
much as 14 liters of milk a day. 

Glory was ironically named after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo who succeeded Estrada fol- 
lowing the latter's ouster caused in January 2001. 

One of the succeeding calves, however, was 
named Erap after Estrada. There were also 
calves named Fidel and Cory after former 
Presidents Fidel Ramos and Corazon Aquino. 


“Carabao English’ 

Estrada said he was ribbed by Sen. John 
‘Osmefia when he was pushing for the carabao 
bill in the Senate. 

“Sonny Osmefia said Erap was being ag- 
gressive in pushing for the carabao bill be- 
cause of one thing. You know what that is? It’s 
because he speaks carabao English,” Estrada 
said, managing to laugh at his reputation of 
speaking less than good English. 


bill to allow foreign 


and among Americans. 

‘The Senate bill has the bipartisan support of 
Republican Sen. John McCain and Democratic 
Sen. Edward Kennedy as well as the backing of 
Republican President George W Bush. 

Senators wrapped up two months of debate 
on the reforms Bush has sought for more than 
two years. The bill aims to stem illegal immigra- 
Чоп but welcome illegal immigrants who have 
already been integrated into US society. 

Bush saluted passage of the text and said ef- 
fective immigration reforms must address both 
economic and border security needs and “honor 
America's great tradition of the melting pot.” 

“1 look forward to working together with 
both the House of Representatives and the 
Senate to produce a bill for me to sign into 
law, hesaid. 

However, the bills final adoption is hardly 
guaranteed, as it differs sharply from a 
tougher bill passed in the lower House of Rep- 
resentatives, and the two must be reconciled. 

“Today is not the day to celebrate. We have 
won a big battle but not the war,” Senate 
Democratic leader Harry Reid said. 

The Senate bill would create 200,000 tem- 
porary work visas for foreigners who take 
İow-skill jobs here, and double the number of 
US Border Patrol agents on the border with 
Mexico. 

The bill also includes funding to build a 
600-km wall along the Mexican border to 
block illegal entry 


Correction 


IN THE MAY 24 issue, the story—"Sav- 
ing Paoays old ‘Duque House"—on 
Page A20 stated that Constancio Duque 
had saved his stipend from a seminary to 
buy a “plane ticket" for the United States 
in the early 1900s. According to Duque's 
eldest daughter, Rosario Duque-Pobre, 
her father went to the United States in 
1918 by taking a ship, not a plane. 
Duque and other Посапоѕ boarded the 
ship that took them to the United States 
at Port Salomague in Ilocos Sur. In the 
‘same story, the ownership of one of the 
“Bahay na Bato” in the town was erro- 
neously attributed to the family of 
Supreme Court Associate Justice Con- 
chita Carpio-Morales. That house, which 
is next to the ancestral home of the fami- 
ly of Carpio-Morales, is owned by the 
Claros-Diaz family. 

Readers may end their requests for core 

tion of factual errors in writing io the Day 

ulippine Daily Inquire, PDI Building, 
Gano Roces Avenue comer Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirer com- ph. 

Complaints about lock of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 
SateG@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47- 
93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


The consequences of reform are so great 
for both countries that Mexican President 
Vicente Fox was on a three-day visit to the 
United States to discuss immigration and 
labor with US business and political lead- 
ers, 

“This is a historic day, one to celebrate,” 
Fox told Mexican broadcasters from his 
presidential jet, in response to the Senate 
vote. 

“tis a wonderful day for the United States 
and Mexico, but especially for Mexicans in the 
United States and their families.” 

The US Chamber of Commerce also wel- 
comed the text. 

“This bill constitutes a sound bipartisan 
legislative blueprint which addresses both the 
security and economic needs of the country,” 
its vice president, Randel Johnson, said in a 
statement. 


Amnesty 

Kis derided by some as an “amnesty.” 

“The problem with this bill is that it is an 
amnesty bill, or a legalization bill, that think 
is just fundamentally unfair to millions of 
people waiting around the world trying to get 
into this country legally, as well as the mil- 
lions who have come into this country and 
waited and paid dearly, 1 might add, to come 
into this country legally,” Sen. Rick Santorum 
said 

Not so, according to Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist, who said, "We've taken а 
bill that the American people would have 
concluded was amnesty and by my lights, 
we took the amnesty out while we put the 
security in.” 

Senators will have difficulty bringing their 
bill into line with a much tougher version 
passed by the House in December. The House 
would make unapproved US entry a federal 
crime and bolster border security. 

Immigrant rights activists and religious of- 
ficials fiercely oppose it. 

Los Angeles Cardinal Roger Mahony said 
the Senate bill contained “objectionable pro- 
visions” but was nevertheless “an important 
step toward achieving effective immigration 
reform in our nation that is just, fair and hu- 
mane.” 


Hot issue in elections 

Immigration is likely to be a particularly 
hot issue during mid-term elections in 
November and some Republican proponents 
worry that its failure could prove very costly 
on the campaign trail. 

‘The House bill has sparked some of the 
largest protests in recent US history, with 
millions of predominantly Hispanic demon- 
strators taking to the streets in major Ameri- 
can cities since late March to defend their 
contribution to US society and the econo- 
my. 

"The American people may have different 
views as to how we should address this issue, 
but I think all of them think we ought to ad- 
dress it," said McCain. AFP 
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De Venecia endorses SUBIC RAPE CASE Y 


$503-M NorthRail project Court to hold hearings 4x a week 


venues for his meetings--at the 
HOUSE SPEAKER JOSE DE VE- Speakers office in Congress By Tarra V. Quismundo Pozon made the adjustment spend the days just doing this position on when the countdown 
necia on Thursday pushed for the when the House of Representa- when he counted that at least 51 case. We have to prepare for the on the one-year-period began. 
controversial 5503 million tives is in session and at his HEARINGS ON THE RAPE CASE settings be made to accommo- case, talk to witnesses. It’s going The prosecution remained be- 
Northral transit system, which is Makati residence. “This has been. filed by a Filipino woman against date the presentation ofall prose- to be bad for prosecution. We do lieved it should begin from April 
now under Senate investigation my practice since 1987," hesaid. four US Marines would be held cution and defense witnesses. not object to a speedy trial but it 28 when the accused were ar- 
for alleged irregularities ‘Unlike the existing one-track four times a week starting June 2 The change in schedule took should be а reasonable sched- raigned. For the defense, the 
De Venecia maintained that his system, the project is a double- in a bid to conclude the trial at into consideration ће time need- ule,” said private prosecutor Eva- countdown began on Dec. 27 last 
role inthe projectwas aboveboard track system that will lay more the soonest possible time. ed for possible rebuttal proceed. lyn Ursua, whose objection to the year, when the case was filed in 
~and that he had been publicly dis- than 62 kilometers of track esti- Working under time pressure, ings. new schedule was denied by Po- court. 
cussing the Philippine railway mated to ferry 350,000 com- Makati Regional Trial Court The prosecution intends to топ. The victim's mother, mean- 
modernization program for years... muters daily. Branch 139 Judge Benjamin Po- present 44 witnesses to prove “Why are we having this kind while, said she was pleased with 
Besides China Ka said, he had "The project is funded by а zon yesterday raised from three that the four accused- Staff Sgt. of schedule? Thisis not for us Fil- the progress of the case, adding: 
also invited South Korea, Austria, $400-million loan from the Chi- to four times a week the frequen- Chad Brian Carpentier, Lance ipinos. “Lam happy that the case is set to 
Germany and Saudi Arabia to nese government with the Philip- су of hearings on the Subic rape Cpls. Keith Silkwood, Dominie Itis for the Americans, because begin. 1 hope this would be con- j 
participate "because we need si. pines providing $100 million as case. Duplantis and Daniel ofthis VFA (Visiting Forces Agree- tinuous, And hope many people 
multaneous, not sequential, de- its counterpart fund. The hearings would be held Smith--conspired to rape a Fil- ment). This is basically imposing would support her.” 
velopment of the тай systems in When It was launched last Mondays, Wednesdays, Thurs. ipino woman on board a moving constraints on the prosecution During yesterdays proceed- 
Luzon, the Visayas and Min- year Minister Xiao Qian of the days and Fridays. van inside the Subic Bay Freeport such that in the end, our case will ings, Pozon asked the prosecu- 
danao.” Chinese Embassy had called it the “Asof now, with the number of on Nov. 1 last year. be prejudiced,” she added, tion if other witnesses could be 
"The Speakers name was again “largest Chinese project in South- witnesses to be presented andthe Тһе court aims to wrap up the The VFA, an RP.US agreement dropped from its list, as some 
linked te the тай project on Tues- east Asia,” and the first 20-year possibility of the presentation of prosecution's presentation of evi. that allowed troops from both па. may be testifying on the same 
day after NorthRail Corp. presi. concessionary loan ever extend- uttal witness- dence and witnesses within three tions to engage in joint military facts. But prosecution lawyers 
Gent Jose Cortes told the Senate ed by China to any government. es, the court is not taking any months. exercises, imposed a one-year maintained that they should not 
that De Venecia hosted meetings De Venecia said the govem chances. The offended party has Тһе defense, meanwhile, said deadline for Philippine courts to be restricted from presenting all 
between government officiais ment was also pushing for a а right, the accused have their in open court that they would conclude proceedings against US witnesses they deemed necessary 
and Chinese Embassy representa. Visayan rail system possibly with rights," said Pozon, during a pre- present at least seven witnesses, servicemen. to prove their case, as they had 
tives in his Makati residence. support from the German, Austri- trial conference yesterday afer- including the four accused. Pozon hes yet to rule on the the burden of proving the alleged 
But De Venecla said everyone anand Saudi governments. noon. “That's humanly cruel for us to prosecution's question seeking its rape. 
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Like cutting deal with Hitler's men” 


From page Al 
owned by Marcos and his cronies after 
the dictator was ousted in a People Pow- 
er revolt. 

He was reacting to moves by PCGG 
Commissioner Ricardo Abcede, appar- 
ently with Malacahang' support, to ne- 
gotiate a compromise with the Marcos 
family over Marcos-linked assets vari- 
ously estimated at between $5 billion 
and $10 billion. 

In an open letter to Ms Arroyo pub- 
lished by his groups magazine Kilos- 
bayan, Salonga called on the President 
to order the PCGG commissioners to pull 
out of negotiations with the Marcoses. 

“Despite our boast that we are the only 
Christian country in Asia, the Philippines 
is already known to be among the most 
‘corrupt in Asia and the rest ofthe world,” 
Salonga said in his letter 


Sense of right, wrong 

“A compromise agreement, such as 
has been outlined by PCGG Commission- 
er Abcede, will surely make us the most 
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notoriously corrupt among Asian nations 
and a pariah to the whole international 
community” 

Salonga told the Inguien there were 
fundamental issues at stake. 

“You can't give up the moral sense of 
right and wrong... If we enter a compro- 
mise agreement with the Marcoses, we'd 
bbe showing that crime pays.” 

Salonga took exception to Abcede's argu- 
ment that after 20 years, it was time to nego- 
iate a settlement with the Marcos family. 

“Allow me to say that questions of right. 
or wrong do not fade away or disappear 
after 20 or 50 years,” Salonga said. 

"Up to now, the Marcoses are telling the 
people they have no more money and yet 
the Marcoses are saying they can pay off 
the countrys foreign and domestic debts,” 
Salonga said, referring to a boast once 
made by former first lady Imelda Marcos. 

She has also said the Marcos family 
has so much wealth that she no longer 
knows extent of its total assets. 

“Where did they get all this money? If 
your legitimate income is P10 million and 

‘your total assets are worth more than 
twice your legitimate income, the 
proof is on you to say that all these are 
legitimate acquisitions," Salonga said. 
Lost evidence 

The PCGG cannot use the excuse. 
that some of the documentary pieces 


of evidence against the Marcoses had 
been lost through the years. 


He said the Marcos documents used 
bythe PCGG in its cases versus the family 
were “duplicate originals” or photo- 
copies that may still be presented as 
valid pieces of evidence. If these were 
lost, the originals are still in the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas, he said. 

“There is also a set of duplicate origi- 
nals that I brought to the Bank of Philip- 
pine Islands,” Salonga said. 

Salonga, however, said he no longer 
knew what had become of the duplicate 
originals inside the BPI vault. He said he 
gave the key to the documents vault to his 
Successor, Ramon Diaz, who has since died. 


Evidence in USA 
“For good measure, another set of du- 
plicate originals are with PCGG lawyers 
in California. They computerized and 
classified these documents,” he added. 
Salonga зай the proposed 
out-of-court settlement with the Mar- 
coses also faced serious legal obstacles. 
"It is completely against the 1998 de- 
cision of the Supreme Court penned by 
then Associate Justice and now Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Artemio Pangani- 
ban,” Salonga said, referring to the SC 
ruling striking down the PCGG's first 
compromise deal with the Marcoses. 
The Supreme Court, at that time, 
ruled that the provision in the agreement 
about the government causing dismissal 
of court cases against the Marcoses “is an 
encroachment on judicial powers, partic- 


ularly in regard to criminal jurisdiction.” 

The high court also said thata deal with 
the Marcoses would be a warrant for pub- 
lic officials to amass public funds illegally 
"since there is an open option to compro- 
mise their liability in exchange for only a 
portion of their ill-gotten wealth.” 


Change of tack 

Abcede, for his part, indicated he would 
now talk less about the Marcos issue. 

“I intend to keep my silence on these 
matters after this one last statement, af- 
ter which I will be inclined to talk about 
reconciliation or settlement issues only 
when public interest so demands,” 
Abcede told reporters yesterday. 

He said he would invest “all of my wak- 
ing hours on legitimate, backbreaking offi 
cial work, to help pump badly needed funds 
into government coffers, rather than to frit- 
ter away time speaking in my defense." 

“My inviting Mrs. Marcos to my party was. 
my way of announcing to the world that the 
former first lady and I were indeed in good 
enough terms to jointly embark on a possible 
amicable settlement on the disputed Marcos 
wealth. Mrs. Marcos was gracious enough to 
ask me for a dance and I was civil enough to 
accept,” Abcede said. 

Abcede promised to keep the people 
informed not only of “the final terms of 
any settlement that may be arrived at, 
but also of the twists and turns that de- 
velop on our way to that possible sertle- 
ment.” With a report from Alcuin Papa 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


No deal, 
says FVR 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS 
strongly opposed a compromise on the 
Marcos assets. 

‘Ata press conference, Ramos said that 
while entering into a compromise was a 
normal negotiating procedure, this 
should not apply to criminal cases. 

"There must be no negotiation or settle- 
‘ment in regard to the criminal cases. Thats 
nonnegotiable," he said. "In regard to re- 
tum or restoration or discovery or acquisi- 
tion of the wealth, I have no comment be- 
cause am not up-to-date on that.” 

Ramos reminded the PCGG that it had 
been mandated by the Constitution and. 
the law to pursue the ill-gotten wealth of 
the Marcoses, the proceeds of which 
should go to the land reform program, 

Не said that in 1997, when he was sil 
president, $350 million of the so-called hid- 
den wealth of the Marcoses were tumed over 
tothe government through negotiations with 
‘Switzerland, not with the Marcoses. 

“Every effort should be exerted to 
bring in more of the hidden wealth,” 
Ramos stressed. “The principle, to begin 
with, is that that is public money.” 

Asked about reports that PCGG Com- 
missioner Ricardo Abcede was dancing 
with former first lady Imelda Marcos 
during the former's birthday party re- 
cently, Ramos said it was improper. 


Why Enron founding chair, ex-CEO convicted 


From page Al 

Аз the verdicts were read, Lay 
slumped, sighed heavily and shook his 
head, his sobbing wife Linda tightly 
clutching his arm. 

Skilling looked shaken. 

US District Judge Sim Lake set sen- 
tencing for Sept. 11. 

In the courtroom, Lay and his weep- 
ing family members gathered in a cir- 
dle, clasped hands and prayed. 

"God's got another plan right now" 
Lay, the son of a preacher, said without 
tears. "Well all come through this 
stronger and more reliant on God." 

Outside the courthouse, he said the 
verdict had "shocked" him. 

“I firmly believe I am innocent of the 
charges against me,” Lay said. “1 were 
а СЕО today, I would say it sends a very 
dangerous message. (It) basically 
makes an innocent act criminal.” 

Lay, 64, Enron founder and former 
chairman, was convicted of all six 
counts of conspiracy and fraud and 
faces a maximum of 45 years in prison. 


185 years 

Skilling, 52, former chief executive 
officer, was found guilty of 19 counts of 
conspiracy, fraud, insider trading and 
making false statements which, com- 
bined, carry a maximum sentence of 
185 years. 

Ina separate trial for Lay, Judge Lake 
found him guilty of all four bank fraud 
charges for illegally using money from 
$75 million in personal loans to buy 
stock. 

Each of those four charges carries a max- 
imum of 30 years, but experts say he is un- 


likely to be sentenced to more than six 
months for each because he paid off the 
loans and the lenders suffered no damage. 

Lay and Skilling, who once moved 
comfortably in the highest circles of so- 
ciety and politics, will remain free on a 
s5-million bond until they are sen- 
тепсей. 


Tth largest company 

Enron, which at its height was ће na- 
tion's seventh-largest company, collapsed 
in December 2001 into the biggest US 
bankruptcy at the time amid disclosures 
it used off the books deals to hide billions 
of dollars in debt and inflate profit. 

It also was revealed that chief finan- 
cial officer Andy Fastow had looted the 
company of $60 million while running 
theside deals. 

Prosecutors charged that Lay and 
Skilling knew Enron's reports of booming 
profits were just financial trickery, but 
told the world all was well to keep the 
stock price up even as the Houston-based 
power trader sid toward its demise. 

Deputy US Attorney General Paul Mc- 
Nulty hailed the convictions. 


Message of verdi 

"The message of today's verdict is 
simple: Our criminal laws will be en- 
forced just as vigorously against corpo- 
rate executives as ... with street crimi- 
nals,” he said. 

White House spokesperson Tony Snow 
said the administration “has been pretty 
dear there's no tolerance for corporate 
corruption.” 

‘Attorneys for Lay and Skilling vowed 
to ight the convictions. 


Skilling was almost philosophical. 

“1 think we fought a good fight but 
some things work and some things 
don't" he told reporters. “Obviously Lam. 
disappointed but that is the way the sys- 
tem works” 

Lay attomey Mike Ramsey also 
promised an appeal. 

"The biggest issue is the venue issue,” 
he said, meaning the trial should not 
have been held in Houston, where Enron 
was based. 

Former Enron employee Chris Jones, 
35, stood outside the courthouse as his 
former bosses left the building. 

“If it (the guilty verdict) hadn't hap- 
pened it would have been an open 
wound," he said. “This brings closure 
forsome people.” 

In testimony, Lay and Skilling said 
they painted a rosy picture of the com- 
pany because they believed it was in 
great shape, not because they wanted 
tocover up problems. 


Key testimony 

Skilling resigned suddenly in August 
2001 after just six months as CEO and 
'was replaced by Lay. The two men testi- 
fied that Skilling left because he was 
bumedout. 

They blamed media coverage and 
Fastow's thievery for a financial crisis 
thatsank the firm they built from a qui- 
etpipeline business into an internation- 
al trading powerhouse. 

Jurors, who were in their sixth day of 
deliberations, said some of the most im- 
portant testimony came from former En- 
топ treasurer Ben Glisan, who was al- 
ready serving a five-year prison sentence. 


Glisan testified Skilling and Lay 
knew Enron was in deep financial trou- 
ble and tried to hide it. 

Fastow tearfully told the jury of his 
misdeeds and said Skilling and Lay were 
deeply involved in a massive cover-up. 
He has pleaded guilty to conspiracy in ex 
change fora 10-year jail sentence. 

Prosecutors said Lay and Skilling 
milked Enron for hundreds of million of 
dollars and lived lives of luxury while 
driving the company into bankruptcy. 

Lay took home $220 million in com- 
pensation from the sale of Enron shares 
from 1999 through 2001, while Skilling 
got $150 million, Assistant US Attorney 
John Hueston said. 

Lay used his and the company's money 
to gain political power by donating heavi- 
ly to candidates, particularly Republicans 
and especially the Bush family. He was 
the biggest donor to President George W. 
Bush, who before the Enron scandal re: 
ferred to him warmly as “Kenny Boy.” 


No fraud, at all 
While Lay and Skilling left Enron 
with their fortunes intact, hundreds of 
employees saw their retirement savings 
wiped out as Enron stock lost all value. 
Lay and Skilling entered the trial 
with a claim that shocked many: Not 
only were they innocent of wrongdo- 
ing, no fraud at all occurred at Enron. 
On the witness stand, Lay bickered 
and bristled, even with his own lawyer, 
Lay arrogantly defended his extrava- 
gant lifestyle, including a $200,000 
yacht for wife Linda's birthday party. 
“It was difficult to turn off that lifestyle 
likeaspigot,"Laysaid. AR Reuters 


RP cop hurt in E. Timor; 200 Pinoys alerted 


From page Al 
when renegade Timorese soldiers 
opened fire on unarmed police in the 
Timorese capital of Dili, the Depart- 
‘ment of Foreign Affairs said. 

Layon, one of five Philippine Nation- 
al Police officers serving аз advisers 
with the United Nations Office in Timor, 
is “stable and out of danger,” the DFA 
said. 

He was airlifted to Darwin, Australia, 
for medical treatment along with an- 
other wounded UN officer. 

Layon's wife, Rochelle, has been in- 
formed of the incident, the DFA said. 


Civil war 

Besides the five PNP men, a Filipino 
military officer is also working at the 
UN office in Dili, it said. 

East Timor lies about 320 km 
north-northwest of Australia at the 
eastern end of the Indonesian 
archipelago. It is approximately 1,500 
km south of Mindanao. 

Foreign troops struggled Friday to 
stave off civil war in the desperately 
poor country which won independence 
from Indonesia in 1999. 

Nine Timorese police were killed in 
‘Thursday's violence during which Layon 
was wounded. In a separate incident, а 
mob torched a house on the outskirts of 
the capital Dili after spraying И with gaso- 
Jine, kiling ай six people inside. 


C-130 on standby 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo 
has asked Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz Jr. to have an Air Force C-130 
placed on standby "то evacuate around 


ез,” a DFA statement said. 
Romulo also instructed Ambassador Roy 


A 


Cimatuto proceed to Dili to assess the secu- 
rity situation there "zs well as to review the 
evacuation plans formulated by our em- 
bassy for its staff and the (other) Filipinos.” 

Filipinos in East Timor work as 
lawyers, educators, trainors, engineers, 
accountants, construction workers, re- 
ligious missionaries and domestic 
helpers, the DFA said. 

‘The Philippine Embassy there is com- 
posed of seven personnel, including four 
Filipinos and and three locally hired staff. 


Conflicting reports 

Reports on Thursday's incident were 
conflicting. 

Philippine Ambassador Farita Aguilu- 
cho-Ong said Layon was hit in the stom- 
ach “after renegade soldiers opened fire 
оп unarmed members of the East Timor 
National Police as they were being evacu- 
ated by the UN police and military advis- 
ers from the police headquarters in Dili at 
around 1:30 p.m." 

‘Twenty-seven other people were 
wounded in the incident. 

East Timor Senior Minister and For- 
eign Minister Jose Ramos-Horta, brief- 
ing the diplomatic corps, “expressed se- 
rious concern over the prospects for 
peace and reconciliation,” the РЕА said. 

Foreign news agencies gave a di 
ent account of Thursday's shooting. 


Machete-wielding youths 

"The Associated Press said it was mem- 
bers of the tiny countrys 800-strong 
army who opened fire on the police, sus- 
pecting them of allying themselves with 
about 600 dismissed soldiers who have 
engaged in days of deadly street battles 
with the army in Dili 

‘The hour-long attack ended only after 
UN police and military advisers negotiat- 


A 


ed a ceasefire with the Timorese soldiers. 

‘The sound of heavy machinegun fire, 
mortar and small arms was heard from 
nearby hills and machete-wielding 
youths were seen stopping a bus on 
Dilis outskirts, though they allowed it 
to pass unharmed. 

The violence followed the govern- 
ment's decision in March to fire 600 sol- 
diers--40 percent of the military—after 
they staged a month-long strike to 
protest poor pay and conditions, moves 
that highlighted simmering tensions in 
a nation divided along east-west lines. 

The violence that began late April 
has claimed 25 lives, 20 of them in the 
past four days. 


Guerrilla warfare 

After engaging in deadly riots last 
month, rebel troops Пей the capital, set- 
ting up positions in the surrounding 
hills and threatening guerrilla warfare 
ifthey were not reinstated. 

Some police officers have also begun 
to ally themselves with the disgruntied 
soldiers, Jean-Marie Guehenno, the 
chief of the UN peacekeeping depart- 
ment, said in New York. 

He said Thursday's shooting at the na- 
tonal police headquarters apparently was 
triggered when the officers were escorted 
from the building, saw the soldiers and 
“became nervous and started to hurry.” 

“What I understand, in the very tense 
situation that existed there, there was 
some movement and then soldiers appar- 
ently opened fire and that's when the po- 
lice officers were killed,” said Guehenno, 


Peacekeepers arrive 

Australia, which led a multinational 
peacekeeping force in East Timor in 1999 
that ended a bloody rampage by Indone- 


sian troops and their militia proxies, said 
it would send the nation up to 1,300 
troops, along with ships, helicopters and 
armored personnel carters. 

Hundreds of heavily armed Aus- 
tralian forces arrived Thursday and Fri- 
day, with the remainder expected to 
reach East Timor as early as Saturday. 

New Zealand Prime Minister Helen 
lark said her nation would send up 
120 troops. Portugal, which colonized 
East Timor for four centuries until 
1975, also got the go-ahead to send 120 
troops, while Malaysia pledged 500. 


Broken skeletons 

The six people inside the torched 
house on the outskirts of Dili--five 
women and a child—were little more 
than burned and broken skeletons. 

The attackers—four men, dressed in 
black and wearing balaclavas, neigh- 
bors said--came in the middle of the 
night, broke the windows of the con- 
crete dwelling, doused it in petrol and 
set it ablaze. 

“This is a revenge attack," said Jose 
Moucho, standing outside the remains 
ofthe house. "I's just like 1999." 


“Worst day’ 

That year is etched into the memory 
of the East Timorese, a time when the 
vote for independence from Indonesia 
descended into brutal violence that left 
nearly 200,000 people dead or dis- 
placed. 

US Ambassador Joseph Rees came to 
see the carnage for himself. "We saw the 
worst day in the history of this country 
since independence, and мете all 
hopeful things will get a lot better very 
dramatically” he sald. — With reports 
from AR AFP 
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Cop in Palawan 
broadcaster’s slay 


sacked from service 


By Marlon Ramos 
and Jofelle Р. Tesorio 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CAMP VICENTE LIM—THE PO- 
liceman suspected to be behind 
the murder of Puerto Princesa 
City broadcaster — Femando 
“Dong” Batul was discharged 
From the police service yesterday. 

Chief Supt. Delfin Genio, Mi- 
maropa police chief, said he or- 
dered the dismissal of POT Aaron 
Golifardo after he was implicated 


group in Palawan, was identified 
by four witnesses as one of the 
two armed men who gunned 
down Batul while he was on his 
way to work on Monday. 

Police have already filed mur- 
der charges against Golifardo, 
who is now detained at the 
Palawan provincial jail, and an- 
other suspect, still at large, in the 
Batul slay. 

The case was raffled to Judge 
Chito Merigillano of Branch 51. 

Police chief Arturo Lomibao 
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GMA urges int'l finance execs to invest in RP 


DESCRIBING HERSELF AS A "PROUD, ARDENT 
saleswoman” for the country President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo yesterday told an international audi- 
ence of financial market practitioners that she 


was bullish on the nation's prospects and urged ` 


them to bring their investments here. 

But she said she was also a realist and knew there 
‘was much to be done given ће problems plaguing 
the nation, including poverty and corruption. 

“1 come before you here today full of hope, 
tempered by realisin, that we are a nation worth 
the attention and the investments of the financial 
markets, Ms Arroyo told some 500 financial prac- 
titioners gathered at the Philippine Intemational 
Convention Center for the 45th Asociacion Cam- 
biste Internationale (ACD Financial Markets Asso- 
Чайоп World Congress Philippines. 

Launching into her sales pitch, the Presi- 
dent said her government had created over 
five million jobs in the past five years and that. 
inflation was easing up. Exports grew 26 per- 


cent last March and the budget surplus in 


“Му government has exerted vigorous efforts 
April was the highest in nine years, she said. 


to balance the budget, keep the overall security 


She also noted that the country was enjoying. 
а tourism boom and that prime sites like Clark 
and Subic were being developed. For the first 
time, she said, the government was collecting 
revenues needed for investments in infrastruc- 


situation safe from terrorists, push growth and 
pursue political renewal,” Ms Arroyo said. 

‘The President said she had invested a lot of 
her time and effort in getting the nation en- 
gaged in global affairs to help modernize it. 


ture, healthcare, education and job creation. Christine Avendaño 


Bridal Month EXER 


Tale! 


* on seconds * 


in the killing of a certain Maximo 
Palces and the wounding of the 
victim's companion in Puerto 
Princesa last Match 1, 2002. 

Genio clarified that his dis- 
missal of the erring policeman 
had nothing to do with the Batul 
case. 

“The dismissal case. against 
him has been pending for some 
time now. It just happened that 
he was named in this new case,” 
Genio told the Inquinen. 

"The regional internal affairs ser- 
vice (RIAS) of the Mimaropa police 
had found Golifardo guilty of grave 
misconduet charges filed against 
him for the killing of Palces. 

But instead of discharging him, 
the RIAS meted a "force resigna- 
tion" penalty against the police- 
man. 

Golifardo, 38, assigned at the 
412nd police provincial mobile 


2,000 job-seekers 
duped of P35M 


By Jerome Aning 


ALMOST 2,000 FILIPINOS DREAMING OF LU- 
crative employment abroad were duped into 
forking out close to P35 million for non-existent 
jobs in the first four months of the year, the 
Philippine Overseas Employment Administra- 
tion said yesterday 

POEA Administrator Rosalinda Dimapilis 
Baldoz said she was unhappy that the office 
had not been able to fully press charges against 
more suspected illegal recruiters because 
many complainants agreed to withdraw civil 
action after their money was returned. 

She advised workers seeking jobs overseas to 
double-check with the agency to make sure re- 
cruiters had valid licenses and to be informed 
about the modus operandi of illegal recruiters. 

From January to April 2006, Baldoz said, 
suspected illegal recruiters managed to wan- 
gle P34,787,704 from 1,715 victims, most of 
them coming from the cities of Manila, Que- 
топ and Makati and the provinces of Cavite, 
Bulacan and Pangasinan. 

She also revealed that a number of licensed 
recruitment agencies were facing administrative 
complaints for offering jobs in the United King- 
dom, South Korea, Sweden and United Arab 
Emirates that were found to be non-existent. 

‘The non-existent job orders were for facto- 
ту workers, caregivers, farm workers, domes- 
tic helpers and seafarers. 
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Saturday, May 27, 2006 
6th Week of Easter 
Augustine of Canterbury 
1st Reading: Acts 18:23-28 
Gospel: John 16:23-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, "When that day 
comes you will not ask me anything. Truly, I 
say to you, whatever you ask the Father in my 
Name, he will give you. So far you have not 
asked in my Name; ask and receive that your 
joy may be full 

Taught you ай this inveiled language, but 
the time is coming when | shall no longer 
speak in veiled language, but will tell you 
plainly of the Father 

When that day comes, you will ask in my 
Name and it will not be for me to ask the Fa- 
ther for you, for the Father himself loves you 
because you have loved me and you believe 
that 1 came from the Father. As | came from 
the Father and have come into the world, so 1 
am leaving the world and going to the Fa- 
ther” 

Commentary 

Now Priscilla and Aquila take Apollo home 
and teach him about Jesus since he has only 
heard about John the Baptizer. They explain 
the new way in great detail and Apollo begins 
10 travel and preach, encouraging others with 
the Scriptures, 

We are told that the Father loves us and we 
may ask anything of the Father because we love 
Jesus, and Jesus is one in the Father. But what 
Чо we ask for in our prayers? Are we asking for 
missionaries, for martyrs, for steadfastness in 
persecution, for those who will encourage the 
Church with the Scriptures, for believers to 
Know joy as they struggle to be good news? 


Claretian Publications Inc, В Mayumi S, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Cy; Tels 921-3994; Fax: 921-7429; 
E-mail; caadaretorg; Websites: http://www bible. 
laret.org (Clareian Publication Inc.) & hutp://mis- 
Sionaris clare arg (Claretians in the Philippines) 


tablished" against Golifardo. 

Chief Supt. Raul Genio personally 
arrested Golifardo in Camp Crame 
on Wednesday afternoon. He was at 
the camp to attend to an administra- 
tive charge fled by his wife and chil- 
dren who accused him of failing to 
support them financially 

A check showed that Golifardo 
was listed in the passenger mani- 
fest of Air Philippines flight 2P- 
214 that left Puerto Princesa City 
at11:22a.m. of May 22, some five 
hours after Batul was shot dead by 
two motorcycle-riding men. 

His plane arrived in Manila at 


g to PNP records, Go- 
lifardo joined the police service 
on Sept. 19, 1998 and had been 
assigned in Palawan ever since. 

With Luige A. del Puerto 


has instructed investigators to en- 
sure that “an air- tight case is es- 
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ENGLISH PROFICIENT FILIPINOS 


Get professional help from 
SPEECHPOWER 


English Conversation Fluency 
English Conversation Practice 
Intensive Pronunciation Course 
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ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 
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Application for admission of new students, 
for the Ist Trimester, School Year 2006-200: 


MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 
ГА 24 tọ 36-month training program for young profession 
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A focused 29-month program for employed managers 
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Third on Everest ... 


From page Al 

“It was never a competition. You need a dif- 
ferent mind-set. Being first is not significant. 
Its good there were three of us to meet the 
same objectives,” a tanned Garduce told a 
press conference atthe GMA 7 network. 

Besides, there are other supreme feats for 
Filipinos to attempt, he said. His own target: 
The South Pole, 

Everest, the world's highest peak, was not the 
ultimate adventure for him but “Justa big start.” 

“One ofthe things you wil realize when you do 
this [is that] its never-ending, You wil feel empo- 
rary triumph. Always there is that inner energy a 
struggle to do something more,” Garduce said. 

Loud cheers and applause greeted Garduce 
as he stepped into the arrival concourse of the 
Ninoy Aquino International Airport at about 
3:45 p.m. yesterday. 

He flew in from Bangkok with his support 
team, Henry Nakpil, president of the UP 
Mountaineers, and the GMA 7 Everest cover- 
age team led by reporter Jiggy Manicad. 

Oracion and Emata are scheduled to arrive 
next Tuesday. 


Low-key departure 

The rousing welcome was a stark contrast 
to Garduce's low-key departure for Nepal 
three months ago, covered only by GMA 7 and 
the INQUIRER. 

Wearing an outdoor shirt and khaki trousers, 
theshyGardue ad robe egge on to set him. 
self for the airport press conference, apparently 
bewildered by his instant celebrity. 

Garduce began by saying how happy he 
was that his feat and that of the two other Fil- 
pino mountaineers has had a positive impact 
on fellow Filipinos. 

“Tes inspiring to inspire,” he said, adding that he 
would engage in more adventures and share the 
experience with others by writing about them. 

“Tm sharing this success with all Filipinos. 
This is а shared feat. We are recognized in the 
international community that the Filipino can. 
Mabuhay ang Pinoy!” a smiling Garduce sai 

Before the start of the airport press confer- 
ence, Garduce met briefly with retired Jose Car- 
dinal Sanchez who arrived on the same fight. 

Garduce was again overwhelmed by well- 
wishers at the Quezon City offices of GMA 7 
where a thanksgiving Mass was said for him 
and members of the coverage team. 

^1 did not expect this. I's a pleasant surprise. 
Tes very fiattering and its my first time to expe- 
rience this,” said the Balanga, Bataan, native 
who admitted to being a “private” person who 
preferred to hang out with friends from the Uni 
versity of the Philippines Mountaineers (ОРМ). 


Gov’t bars Satur 


From page Al 
power from President Macapagal-Arroyo in 
February 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez had earlier 
ordered that the Batasan 5 be put on the 
watch list. But the Makati court has yer to is- 
sue a hold-departure order on any of them. 

“It is now obvious that the Arroyo govern- 
ment and the justice system are being perverted 
and manacled by the Cocis. [Even without] a 
court order backing it, the Cocis has curbed my 
constitutional right to travel. [It] is acting like 
the highest court in the land,” Ocampo said. 

The Cocis is com- 
posed of the executive 
secretary, the justice, 
defense and interior 
secretaries, the na- 
tional security adviser, 
and the chiefs of the 
National Intelligence 
Coordinating Agency, 
Armed Forces and 
Philippine National 


GUSTO Mo BANG "ii: 
MAGING MATINIK 
NA ENGINEER? 


Ocampo said he 
could have chosen to 
push through with his 
trip because a watch- 
list order did not carry 
the same force and ef- 
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fect as a courrissued 
hold-departure order. 

But he decided to 
go through the paces 
of seeking Gonzalez's 
permission to travel, 
he said. 

In his account to 
the Inquirer, Ocampo 
said it was Gonzalez 
who informed him of 
the Cocis decision: 
“When we talked over 
the phone the ойег 
day, he said, 1 have 
bad news for you. The 
Cabinet Cluster E 
doesn't want to ap- 
prove your request.” 

Gonzalez. told 
Ocampo that he had 
to secure a travel per- 
mit from the House of 
Representatives, 

Ocampo — pointed 
out that a copy of the 
travel order issued by 
House Secretary Gen- 
eral Roberta Nazareno 
жав attached to the 
letter he sent to the 
Department of Justice 
on Wednesday. 

“1 haven't read it,” 
Gonzalez replied, 
adding that only Rep. 
Eduardo Zialcita 
(Lakas, Parañaque) 


The bachelor mountaineer was mobbed by 
female employees of the network, But it 
would seem marriage is a challenge he would 
prefer not to take on yet, 

“It's tougher to get married than to climb Ever- 
ей. Ies hard enough to manage yourself, you still 
have to manage another person,” said the 37- 
year-old information technology manager. 


Nothing impossible 

For Garduce, climbing is more about the 
self than anything else. "You will know who 
you are when you climb mountains. You will 
realize that nothing is impossible,” he said 

But for now, Garduce is just glad to be 
home and spend time with his family. 

"Tm more relieved than anything else. Now 
there is no pressure,” he said. 

“Thanks for the warm welcome and thanks to , 
my supporters and media who allowed me to share 
this experience with our countrymen,” he said. 

The Everest season this year was the sec- 
ond deadliest with at least 10 people dying їп 
the attempt to scale the summit. Garduce said 
he felt the danger throughout his climb. 

"The Khumbu Icefall was already melting and 
there were a lot of crevasses. In some parts, We 
wouldn't clip our ropes anymore because some 
of the anchors had already come off," he said. 

Garduce could have had the chance to be 
the “First Pinoy on Everest.” 

When he left for Nepal on March 3, he was 
the only Filipino attempting to scale Everest, 

But two weeks later, he was followed by Ora- 
cion and Emata, two Philippine Coast Guard j 
servicemen who are members of the First 
Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition (FPMEE). — | 

Oracion and Emata's climb was sponsored { 
by the ABS-CBN television network so that 
the Philippine conquest of Everest rapidly de- 
veloped into a competition between the coun- f 
trys two largest television networks. H 

Garduce said the scenario changed in April } 
when many others attempted the climb. He | 
said his “mind-set” changed. 

"Tam notso selfish that [must always be first, 
‘There are so many other opportunities [for ad- 
venture] and Everest is just one of them,” he 
said ina mixture of English and Filipino. 

“Definitely 1 wanted to conquer Everest. It 
‘was a personal goal,” Garduce said, 

“But being No. 1 is just the icing on the 
cake," he said. 

Garduce said he was not there to race. “I 
just executed my plan," he said. 

Garduce said he had met Oracion and Ema- 
ta and that “everything's ОК.” He said Ora- 
clon was a frequent visitor at his quarters at 
the Base Camp “since he gets easily bored." 


from leaving ... 


who had also been invited as a speaker and 
had no pending case, could attend the confer- 
ence, 

The International Conference on the Can- 
cellation of Illegitimate Debts, which runs 
from May 27 to 29, is sponsored by the Inter- 
national Nongovernment Organization Fo- 
rum on Indonesian Development. 


Travel authority 

Оп May 16, Nazareno issued Ocampo travel 
authority for his trip to Jakarta, certifying that he. 
was eligible for exemption from the travel tax. 

‘Ocampo said the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs revalidated his diplomatic passport and 
issued him a tax exemption voucher. 

He said Gonzalez even assured him early 
this week that Gonzalez himself would rec- 
‘ommend the approval of his travel request be- 
cause “technically, you have no case,” 

In a May 24 memorandum to Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita, a copy of which 
was furnished the Inquirer, Gonzalez said he 
was asking the Cocis to decide on Ocampo's 
request “in view of the inclusion of (Ocam- 
po's] name in the watch-list order issued by 
me in connection with the rebellion case filed 
against the Batasan 5." 

But Gonzalez made his position clear in the 
memorandum: “Personally 'm opposed to the 
lifting of the watchlist order... because it might 
adversely affect the rebellion case filed against 
[Ocampo] before the Makati RTC. Moreover, to 
grant his request for clearance to travel abroad 
will open the floodgate for the other accused ... 
to seek the same treatment, and this might send 
a wrong signal to the public that the govern- 
ment case against them is weak.” 


‘Puppet master’ 

Ocampo said Gonzalez had put the justice , 
department under the supervision of the "an- 
ti-Left and fascist personalities within they 
Cabinet.” i 

“Now it can be told that the Cocis is the 1 
puppet master pulling the strings on Gonza- 
lez, their marionette cum lightning rod," 
‘Ocampo said, adding: ; 

"The persecution of the Batasan 5 and Bel-4 
tran emanates from this high echelon of Cabi- 
net members, and Gonzalez is merely taking , 
orders from them,” 

‘Ocampo pointed ош that the proper procedure 
would have been for the Cocis and Gonzalez to : 
ask the Makati RTC to issue a travel ban on him. 

“There is no court order backing the Cocis. 
in fact, it violated the prerogatives of the i 
Makati RTC," he said. 

‘Ocampo said his request for travel clear- 
ance was based on the Supreme Court ruling 
declaring unconstitutional government acts 
under Proclamation No, 1017, including Gen- 
eral Order No. 5, which put the country under 
a week-long state of emergency in February. 

"That ruling also rendered null and чой 
my name's inclusion in the March 1 wateh-list 
order issued by Gonzalez," he said. 

Ocampo said Gonzalez should not fear that he 
would try to “escape persecution or prosecution." 
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Pope names Mining probe body's recommendations backed 


new bishop А PROTESTANT BLOC HAS EN- ed the waters off Sorsogon, geochemist Aloysius Baes told a lion from Lafayette operations larger public and not just focus on 
^ dorsed the Bastes Commission's ^ Environment Secretary Angelo forum at the Ambassador Hotel last year, representing the excise those who benefit from mining. 
fo r Manila recommendation to stop mining Reyes said he would base his de- yesterday. tax paid by the company. “Sometimes we celebrate the giv- 
опари ари island and forare- cision on the fate of the mining Baes said that while he recog- Не noted that counties Uke ing of jobs to 300 to 500 people, but 
view of the Mining Act. company on the report of the nized that mining may be the an- Guyana and Australia get over 50 ме are not sensitive to the 4,000 to 
POPE BENEDICT XVI HAS AP- “We urge all Filipinos to sup- commission as well as the results swer to the country's economic percent in pre-tax shares from min- 5,000 others who have a hard time 
pointed another bishop to assist port and uphold the recommen- of a dialogue between Lafayette woes it does not seem to be the ing operations while the Philipines because tie waters do not give as be- 
Manila Archbishop Gaudencio dations of the Bastes Commis- and Rapu-Rapu residents. caseinLafayette'sRapu-Rapuop- only getsa 2 percent excise tax. fore, the earth does not give as be- 
Cardinal Rosales in running the sion. We reiterate our call to our _ The municipal council of Rapu- erations. The commission's vice chair fore," hesaid. Christian V Esguerra 
country’s premier diocese. lawmakers to repeal this very de- Rapu favors letting Lafayette contin- According to Baes, the govern- Charles Avila said the people should and Leila В. Salaverria with a re- 
Fr Broderick Pabillo was structive law to protect God's cre- ue its operations pro- ment only earned about P2 mil- be more sensitive to the plight ofthe port from Cynthia D. Balana 
named auxiliary bishopof Manila, ation," the National Council of vided it complies with 
Joining another auxiliary prelate, Churches in the Philippines sald environmental and 
Bishop Bernardino Cortez. ina statement. public health laws, 
At 51, Pabillo will be among Sharon Duremdes, the NCCP А member of the 
the country’s youngest bishops. secretary general, said the report commission yesterday 
"The Vatican announced Pabillos of the fact-finding body headed said environmental 
appointment at noon Wednesday by Sorsogon Bishop Arturo Bastes concems should be 
and was subsequentiy relayed to the "validated the negative effects of given more weight in 
Philippine Church and media later large-scale mining to the people deciding whether or 
in the evening by the new apostolic and to the environment.” not Lafayette should 
mundo Archbishop Femando Filoni. The NGCP represents 13 mil- ' beallowedto stay 
Pabillo wasin the mountainsof lion members of mainly Protes- — "In all issues, 1 
Palawan where he's been on а tant churches. would say that the en- 
mission since 1999 when the Тһе Bastes Commission was cre- vironment, effects on 
news came out, according to ated by Malacafiang to investigate which are long-term, 
Peachy Yamsuan, communica- allegations that the operations of should be given very 
tions director of the archdiocese. the Australian-based Lafayette Min- very high priority in 
Christian V Esguerra ing on Rapu-Rapu had contaminat- decision-making," 
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Notice of 
SOCIETY OF AMERICAN 
MILITARY ENGINEERS (SAME) 


Meeting PA 


By 
22 
Notice ia hereby given to all individual and sustaining members of the SAME 
as well яв interostod individuals from the private and public sectors that a meoting 
will be held at the New World Hotel, Makati City on 


Wednesday, May 31, 2006 at 2:00 in the afternoon 
to consider and act upon the following matters: 


1. obtain input and information relative to the reactivation of the Filipino- Even after regular office hours and on weekends, 
канен Post of the SAME in Manila; you can now enjoy fast banking service in over 100 BPI Express Banking Centers 
2. transact any other business which may be brought before tha meeting. in malls and other frequenily-visited locations. 
Я * Open a Deposit Account and get your АТМ card in 20 minutes 
+ Apply for an Auto or Housing Loan * Enroll in Bills Payment 
“Apply for a BPI Credit Card • Get an Express Cash Card while you wait, 


The Society of the American Military Engineers (SAME) is а non-profit 
professional engineering education organization that promotes and facilitates 
engineering support for national security by developing and enhancing relationships 
and compalencios among uniformed services, public and private sector enginoors B3 nens — 
нерн тан BPI EXPRESS BANKING CENTER 
secu o si Duos атча Сором 
Livery SAME member is invited to attend the meeting in porson. Please direct ARNEL a banh aao 
inquiries concerning this meeting to Angela Н. Tiangco, Secretariat, telefax 632- 
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Imagine a world without fences. 
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in the Ayala Alabang area. Not only are you a stone's throw away from all o life's necessities, 
you are also enveloped by one of the most advanced security systems available. 
So why stay cramped when you can indulge yourself with al that magnificent wide open space. 
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Toadyism 


N SUBSTANCE AND FORM, THE PRESIDENTIAL 

Commission on Good Government's tack to settle 

with the Marcoses in connection with their ill-gotten 
wealth cases is in poor taste. There's much to worry about 
the moral implications of settling with the Marcoses; the 
issue itself is a moral millstone around the neck of the Fil- 
ipino people, and most especially of the PCGG which is 
tasked to pursue plunder issues against 
the Marcoses and their cronies. 

But even increasingly worrisome is 
the poor form in which the PCGG is pushing the envelope. 
It does not seem to mind the sensitivities being violated in 
its apparent act to consort with the enemy. 

The insensitivity is reflected in PCGG Commissioner Ri- 
cardo Abcede's invitation for Imelda Marcos to attend his 
birthday party recently. Now, it may be Abcede's private 
business whom to invite over to his parties, but consider- 
ing that he is a public official assigned to prosecute the 
Marcoses, who face 500 ill-gotten wealth cases, it is the 
public's business to remind him his private business may 
be the public's privation. The invitation smacks of sleep- 
ing with the enemy. 

But, alas, Abcede does not seem to know his enemies. “I 
just wanted to have fun with friends,” he said, in defense 
of his birthday party. So does he consider Imelda Marcos a 
personal friend? How does that relate with his “public” 
task of prosecuting the ill-gotten wealth cases against 
her? Whose side is he on, anyway? 

Abcede said that since he is pursuing an amicable set- 
tlement with the Marcoses, “I have to be amicable with 
them.” This seems to betray a certain defeatism, if not 
toadyism. 

Even more egregious is Abcede's explanation why he is 
being amicable to Imelda Marcos: "I am negotiating from 
a position of strength, but I would also like them to be in 
the proper frame of mind so they will be open to a com- 
promise.” 

The remarks indicate otherwise: the PCGG is not nego- 
tiating from a position of strength, but of extreme weak- 
ness, How else could one explain Abcede's attempt to be 
extra-amicable with Imelda Marcos? How else could one 
explain his attempts to soothe and relax the Marcoses so 
that they would be “in the proper frame of mind” and “be 
open to a compromise"? 

The last phrase, in fact, signals who has the upper 
hand in the issue: It reveals that the PCGG is pursuing a 
policy of rapprochement and even of appeasement with 
the Marcoses in order to soften their stance and “Бе open 
to a compromise." The Marcoses are in a position of 
strength, while the PCGG is in a position of . . . slavish- 
ness? 

Abcede, otherwise a lawyer who has had a credible pri- 
vate practice and someone who really knows his law and 
legal tactics, should realize that by pushing for a settle- 
ment, the government is doing the Marcoses a service. It 
has practically reversed the process of legal settlements. 
Instead of the Marcoses, it's the government suing for 
peace. Its the prosecutor suing for a way out. Its the 
hunter being hunted. We see the PCGG attack dog with its 
tail wagging between its legs! 

We would have been spared the unseemly sight of a 
government doing the bidding of the Marcoses if the 
PCGG has bothered as much with the content as with the 
form. Abcede and PCGG Chair Camilo Sabio have been 
dangling the prospect of an amicable settlement with the 
Marcoses. Abcede may have denied he has been “trum- 
peting” it all along, but at the least, he seems to have of- 
fered the prospect as a trial balloon to test the public's re- 
ceptivity to the idea. Either way, he has gotten the public’s 
reaction, and in the process, weakened the government's 
position. He is handing the Marcoses a legal and a moral 
victory on a silver platter. 

Inevitably, the bad form owes to a corrupt soul, an im- 
moral core. If the government had pursued the moral 
case against the Marcoses, then it would strengthen the 
legal claim against them. Morality underpins all the le- 
gal claims against the Marcos dictatorship, and Abcede 
and the PCGG should not forget that. If the people don’t 
stick to the moral, then they risk becoming moral 
lemons. Or at the least, they risk becoming toadies to the 
Marcoses. 
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An imperfect Constitution 


LETS MAKE IT CLEAR AT THE OUTSET 
‘Those against the Cha-cha are not necessarily 
against re-examining and changing the Consti- 
tution. Its the procedure being employed by 
the dancers that we object to. That will be my 
subject for this column tomorrow. 

‘The Constitution of 1987 was framed by an 
appointive Constitutional Commission and 
not by a constitutional convention of elected 
delegates. While the commissioners were 
generally competent—a number of them ex- 
ceptionally so—they were still not truly repre- 
sentative of the electorate and its special in- 
terests. 

One might say that their common qualifica- 
tion, irrespective of their expertise (or none of 
it) in the art of constitution-making, was the 
confidence in each of them of President Cora- 
zon Aquino. They did not even have to be con- 
firmed by a then non-existent Commission on 
Appointments. An examination of their roster 
will reveal some obscyre members who, ironi- 
cally, did not become prominent in their se- 
cluded enclaves. 

The commissioners came from Various sec- 
tors with diverse persuasions, which could be 
one reason why they were unable to meet their 
deadline. They approved their handiwork one 
month later and recommended to the Presi 
dent that it be submitted to the people not 
within 60 days as originally scheduled but af- 
ter three months. 

The campaign for the ratification of the 
draft Constitution was led by President Aquino 
herself. Opposition to the document, while 
spirited, was largely disorganized and conse- 
quently ineffective. Many people, while doubt- 
ful about some of its provisions and especially 
its length, nevertheless voted for the proposed 
Constitution because they feltit would provide 
the stability the country sorely need at that 
time. 

Ratification was approved by 76.29 percent 
of the electorate with only 22.74 percent 


Presidential vs parliamenta 


THE DISCUSSIONS SO FAR ABOUT THE 
relative merits of presidential versus parlia- 
mentary form of government, particularly with 
respect to their impact on the economy, have 
been rather long on assertions and short on 
empirical evidence. 1 was familiar with only 
one study (it found that parliamentary govern- 
ments have a tendency to have larger budget 
deficits than presidential) that was relevant to 
the issue. But not anymore, thanks to Noel de 
Dios, who put me on to another study, which 
led to even more studies. 

Not that there isa wealth of literature on the 
subject. Only recently have economists started 
to directly address the question of how the 
constitution—in particular, electoral rules and 
form of government—affects economic perfor- 
mance and other policy outcomes. And not 
thar there is complete unanimity among the re- 
searchers, either, or even consistency among 
results. But their findings shed more light on 
the issues, and improve the quality of the on- 
going debate, as well as resolve some of the 
more outrageous claims 

‘The research findings below are those of 
economists Torsten Persson and Guido 
Tabellini. Persson is head of the Institute of In- 
ternational Economic Studies at Stockholm 
University and Tabellini is head of the Inno- 
cenzo Gasparini Institute for Economic Re- 
search at Milan's Bocconi University. They are 
‘co-authors of, among others, a book entitled 
“The Economic Effects of Constitutions,” a 
couple of journal anicles— "Constitutional 
Rules and Fiscal Policy Outcomes” (AER 94, 
2004) and “Constitutions and Economic Poli 
су (Journal of Economic Perspectives, Winter 
2004)—as well as a couple of NBER Working 
Papers: "Forms of Democracy, Policy and Eco- 
nomic Development" (Persson, WP 11171 
March 2005) and “Democracy and Develop: 
ment: The Devil in the Details" (WP 11991, 
January 2006). 

Space limitations forbid anything but the 
briefest of summaries, but the reader is cau- 
tioned that the theoretical and emgirical re- 
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OPINION 
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against. The Constitution became effective on 
Feb. 2, 1987. 

"The most notable flaw of the Constitution of 
1987 is its verbosity and consequent prolixity 
that have dampened popular interest in what 
should be the common concern of the nation. 
It would seem that every one of the members 
of the Commission wanted to put in it his two 
centavos worth, and unfortunately succeeded, 
thereby expanding the charter to unseemly di 
mensions. 

Thus, in some of its provisions, the Constitu- 
tion sounds more like a political speech than a 
formal document stating only basic legal pre- 
cepts. It is full of platitudes. This is true of the. 
policies on social justice and the national econ- 
‘omy which should have been worded with less 
loquacity to give the legislature more leeway 
in their implementation. 

Such policies could have been expressed 
briefly without loss of substance ifthe framers 
had performed their solemn task with less per- 
sonal vainglory, let alone distrust of the legisla- 
ture. What is worse is the inclusion of certain 
subjects that have no place in an austere Con- 
stitution, like sports, love, drugs and even ad- 
verising 

Especially pretentious is the tortuous lan- 
guage of some of its commands like the follow- 
ing masterpiece of circumlocution in Art. XVI, 
Sec. 10: 

“The State shall provide the policy environ- 
ment for the full development of Filipino capa- 
bility and the emergence of communication 
structures suitable to the needs and aspiration 


Solita Collas- 


Monsod дь 4 
search is limited to two constitutional features: 
electoral rules (ie, district magnitudes, elec- 
toral formulas—majoritarian vs. proportional, 
and ballot structure), and form of government 
(parliamentary, presidential). Of necessity, the 
electoral rules will be less emphasized in this 
column. What are the findings? 

1. With respect to political accountability 
(his refers to voters’ control over politicians 
who abuse their power as well as the voters 
ability to select the most “able” candidates), 
which affects the extent of corruption, it is 
pointed our that the greater the political ac- 
countabilty, the less the corruption or the 


greater the incentive for good behavior among - 


politicians. 
The theoretical priors are that accountabili- 
ty is likely to be stronger in a presidential than. 


ina parliamentary form of government for two ` 


reasons: 

(а) the chain of delegation is simpler and 
тоге direct in the former (“the scope for collu- 
sion is greater under parliamentary”), and (b) 
‘many presidential regimes have strong separa- 
tion of powers, not only between the executive 
and the legislative, but also within the legisla- 
tive. 

What do the data show (83 democracies in 
the 1990s)? The data are consistent with the 
theory only to a degree, depending on the 
quality of democracy (as measured by con 
straints on the executive, political participa- 
tion and other institutional data produced by 
Freedom House and the Polity IV project, all 
accessible in the Internet). Among “good” 
democracies, presidential regimes have less 
widespread corruption than parliamentary 


of the nation and the balanced flow of informa- 
tion into, out of, and across the country, in ac 
cordance with a policy that respects the free- 
dom of speech and of the press.” 

Excuse me? 

This drivel in the supreme law of the Philip- 
pines belongs to a manual on how to write gib- 
berish. The author of that atrocity must have, 
thought he was writing for a spellbound po; 
terity when what he was doing was contami- 
nating the precious document with the virus of 
his pomposity. Verbosity is bad enough, ambi-, 
guity is even worse, but pollution of the Consti- 
tution with such rubbish is beyond penance or 
forgiveness. 

In addition to the above defects, the Consti- 
tution of 1987 suffers from more substantive: 
shortcomings that demand rectification. 
Among these are the inclusion of party-list 
members in the House of Representatives, the 
submissiveness of the Judicial and Bar Council 
to the President, the lack of educational quali 
fications for elective officials, the permissive 
militarization of the civilian government, the 
useless and mocked imposition of elective 
term limits, the power of Congress to extend 
martial law beyond the 60-day presidential pe- 
riod, the expensive senatorial elections nation- 
wide instead of by districts, among many other 
faults. 

Justice Jose Р Laurel, one the distinguished 
framers of the Commonwealth Constitution, 
famously said that it was “lacking in perfection 
and perfecibility" The same well-meant crit 
cism must apply as well to the also imperfect 
Constitution of 1987. The problems it aspired 
to correct are still with us if they have not in: 
fact even exacerbated. It is clear that part of . 
the blame is traceable to the supreme law of 
the land the nation is now re-examining. 

Many people, including me, are anxious to 
correct and improve the Constitution but not 
through the lawless method of the Cha-cha, It! 
will aggravate the malady rather than heal it. 


ry system 


ystems, but the result does not hold among 
“bad” democracies. (Caution: The result for 
the "good" democracies is not very robust, be- 
‘cause of too few observations. In the sample 
used, there were many more "bad" democra- 
cies, which lead the authors to say: “When it 
comes to the form of government, our knowl- 
edge is not yet precise enough to give a solid 
answer") 

The reader may conclude that the Philip- 
pines must be a "bad" democracy. What's the 
latest from Freedom House and Polity IV on 
that? 

Freedom House measures freedom accord- 
ing to two broad categories: political rights 
(PR) and civil liberties (CL), and rates coun- 
tries annually on a scale of 1 (freest) to 7 (not 
free) in both of them. If the average of the two. 
is between 1 and 2.5, the country is considered 
free; from 3 to 5.5, it is considered partly free; 
and from 5.5 to 7 itis not free. 

What is the rating of the Philippines? The 
2006 Freedom in the World report (which cov. 
ers the conditions in 2005) gives us a rating of 
3, which means the country is "partly free.” 
Previously (in the 2005, 2004, 2003 and 2002 
reports—I could not access older reports), we 
were considered “free,” with a rating of 2.5, 
but the authors dropped our PR rating from 2 
103 in the latest survey. 

‘The Polity IV contains coded amual infor- 
mation on regime and authority characteristics 
for all independent states (with greater than 
500,000 population) in the global state system 
for the years 1800-2003. On a scale of (low) 
to 10 (high) for democracy (general openness 
of political institutions), the Philippines’ score 
is 8; on а scale of 0 (low) to 10 (high) for au- 
tocracy (general closedness of political institu 
tions), our score is 0; on a scale of -10 (high au- 
tocracy) to +10 (high democracy), our score is 
+8. 

All of which means that we can consider 
ourselves among the “good” democracies, 
(Next week: form of government, policy and 
economic performance) 

к ^ ^ 
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Erap complicates things for hims 


FORMER PRESIDENT ESTRADA RECENTLY TES- 
tified at the Sandiganbayan that he opened the 
Jose Velarde account on behalf of two Chinese- 
descended businessmen-cronies, in order to hel 

facilitate their loan applications. His amazing ad- 
mission sounds quite naive, but its actually com- 
plicating for him and for his cronies as it opens 
them all to charges of graft and corruption. This 
makes me wonder whether he was properly ad- 
vised by his highly paid lawyers. But then, when 
one thinks of it, how can he contravene Clarissa 
Ocampo's testimony that she was just a foot away 
when he signed the bank forms as Jose Velarde, 
except to try to sound quite innocent and naive? 


While the two chambers of Congress are 
locking horns over the manner of amending the 
Constitution, there are those who prefer to al- 
ready examine its economic provisions to see in 
what areas the entry of foreign capital could be 
encouraged. This issue could actually be more 
madugo in the long run than the manner of 
amending the Charter, which is only being held 
hostage to the ambitions of some senators. 

Charter Change Advocacy Commission 
member Romela Bengzon says that even if 
more than P100 billion could be collected 
from the amended VAT law and the “sin taxes,” 
there still won't be enough to fund the coun- 
try's economic development needs. She cites 
Neda data showing that from 2006 to 2010, 
P15 trillion would be needed for infrastruc- 
ture projects alone, a figure bigger than the 
entire national budget for this year. Bengzon 
and many other Cha-cha advocates maintain 
that we should allow the entry of foreign сај 
tal in those areas of the economy that have re- 
mained closed to them, as only in this way can 
more jobs be created for our legions of unem- 
ployed and underemployed. Where do we get 
that kind of money here? she asks. 


1 agree. Lifting the restrictions on various as- 
pects of our economy would help alleviate the 
perennial scarcity of jobs in the cities as well as in 
the countryside. There is fear about tackling this 


‘X-Men 
YOU HAVE STRUGGLED ALL YOUR LIFE WITH 
something that sets you apart, a characteristic 
that makes you “other” in a world where every- 
body else seems to belong. 

Whatever it is—skin color, gender, sexual pref- 
erence, disease, disability, circumstance of 
birth— ifa “cure” for it was to emerge, would you 
jump at the chance? Would you go for the cure 
that would make you one of “them”? Or would 
you denounce the cure, refusing to give up the 
опе thing that makes you unique and special? 
Conformity or individuality? Belonging or stand- 
ing apart? These are the choices that confront the 
mutants in “X-Men: The Last Stand,” presumably 
the last in a film trilogy based on one of the most 
popular and most beloved comics franchises. 

‘The story arc begins with a genetic mutation 
that gives certain humans superhuman abilities, 
abilities that hold the potential for either much 
good or much evil. The X-Men franchise tracks 
two opposing threads for the mutant community, 
each one headed by a charismatic, powerful fig- 
ure. One story thread leads to Xavier's School for 
the Gifted, an academy established by Professor 
Charles Xavier (Patrick Stewart) to train mutant 
youngsters in harnessing their gifts to do good, 
disciplining their powers and learning how to live 
in a human milieu. The other thread is held by 
‘Magneto (Тап McKellen), who has long resented 
humans fear and loathing for mutants, believing 
that mutants should use their powers to assert 
themselves and indeed even dominate humanity. 
THE TWO opposing sides of the mutant com- 
munity unite when Worthington Labs devel- 
ops the "cure," taken from the DNA of a boy 
named Leech who can drain a mutant's pow- 
ers with a mere touch. 

‘What motivates Warren Worthington П, 
head of Worthington Labs, to invest billions in- 
to developing the cure? Alas, his reasons are 
far from altruistic; as it turns out, he is moti- 
vated mainly by his desire to turn his son An- 
gel (Ben Foster) into a "normal" young man, to 
make him shed his wings that give him the 
power to fly. 

Professor Xavier and the other X-Men (Х-Рео- 
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subject, however, because to some, it could mean 
open season for the plunder of precious national 
resources. But itis up to us Filipinos to put the nec- 
essary and reasonable restrictions. Let's consider 
how our prosperous neighbors in the region ha 
sought to balance the need to attract foreign 
vestors in a highly competitive world and protect 
their resources. Their experience is there for us to 
explore. We don't have to reinvent the wheel. 

Last month, my husband and I and my sis- 
ters family had occasion to visit some friends 
in Davao City. We hadn't been there since 1997 
and we noted its enormous progress, especial- 
ly in terms of infrastructure. Davao is consid- 
егей one of the most livable cities in the coun- 
try and even in the world, and it's easy to see 
why. It is a clean, green place with all the 
amenities of a big city such as big beautiful 
malls, restaurant-bar clusters and a thriving 
nighelife (most of the big shows in Manila go 
down there). But it has little of the traffic, pol- 
lution and criminality of Metro Manila. 

‘Two of the most popular places in Davao are 
Jack's Ridge, a cluster of restaurants on one of 
the city's many hills, that provides a spectacu- 
lar view of the city, and the Eden Resort of Chi- 
to Ayala, which is a great place for nature-trip- 
pers. We also visited the breeding ground of 
the Philippine eagle and I was happy to see 
that the Eagle Foundation has run it very pro- 
fessionally. Many corporations and private in- 
dividuals have sponsored the care of particu- 
lar birds or contribute to the park's upkeep. 


Опе reason for Davao City's enormous progress 


ИР: The power of 


Rina Jimenez-David ,\..\ 


ple?) are concerned about what the availability 
ofthe cure means to their community, and are in- 
censed when they find out that darts loaded with 
the “cure formula” have been developed as a 
weapon against lawless mutants. Magneto, on 
the other hand, immediately concludes that the 
cure” was developed to wipe them out, and im- 
mediately uses it as a rallying cry to unite the 
scattered mutant forces and destroy the 
labs—located in the once-impregnable Alca- 
traz developing the cure and housing its 
source. 

A side story concerns Jean Gray (Famke 
Janssen), a powerful telekinetic with telepath- 
1с abilities, who is believed to have sacrificed 
herself to save the other X-Men in "X-Men IL" 
But it turns out that she has been resurrected 
as “Dark Phoenix,” her alter ego, which Profes- 
sor Xavier had buried in her subconscious 
mind because Phoenix represented the wild, 
uncontrollable and powerful aspect of her 
powers (just how powerful the world will soon 
discover to its dismay). 

How the other X-Men—from old favorites 
like "Wolverine" (Hugh Jackman), "Storm" 
(Halle Berry), "Rogue" (Anna Paquin), "Cy- 
clops” (James Marsden), to new characters 
like "Beast" (Kelsey Grammer, in a bit of sur- 
prise but successful casting) and “Kitty Pryd 
(Ellen Page)—deal with the dilemma present- 
ей by the cure, as well as with their conflicting 
emotions regarding the “new” Jean Gray, es- 
pecially Wolverine who has been in love with 
her for a long time, makes for an emotionally 
resonant film. 


"THE CURE is the real villain of the story,” Berry 


elf and cronies 


is its linkup with various countries abroad, 
through its beautiful international airport. When 
we were there, dignitaries from Palau, a group of 
islands in the Western Pacific about an hour and a 
half from Davao by air, were visiting. 1 note that 
Palau folks now fly to Davao on regular direct 
fights of Asian Spirit for educational, medical, 
shopping and tourism reasons. Its the fruit of 10 
‘years of a working relationship between them. In 
tum, several thousand Filipino workers are gain- 
fully employed in Palau, mainly in the big con- 
struction projects that have mushroomed since its 
independence from the United States in 1990. 
One positive development in our society is that 
many well-to-do folks are now taking their obli- 
gation toward their less fortunate brethren more 
Seriously. Take the case of Mian Wright Afiover, 
"who hails from Bacolod and lives in a plush sub- 
division in Alabang Last year around this tie, 1 
‘wrote about her efforts to put up a day-care cen- 
which she named after the founder of Opus 
Dei, St. Josemaria Escriva, in Barangay Langgam, 


Man's in need of help to cover the P350 tuition 
and PE uniforms costing P250 for each child, ога 
total of P600 per child per year (cost of books will 
be subsidized by the local government starting this 
year). Last year, many kind-hearted readers re- 
sponded to her plea for financial assistance for her 
Kids, and this year she's again asking for help. Other 
kind souls may wish to concentrate on helping the 
kids elder siblings who are in nearby elementary 
and high schools by sponsoring the cost of the lat- 
ters school ID and basic supplies amounting to 
P200 per student. Classes start June 5 for elemen- 
tary and high school students, and June 13 for the 
Day Care Center. Call Mian Afiover at Tel. Nos. 809- 
3823 and 0917-560-7800. 


choice 


tells an interviewer. "Its an issue Гуе struggled 
with my entire life. When I was a child, I felt that 
if only 1 could change myself, my life would be 
better. As Ive gotten older, Гуе come to terms 
with what utter nonsense that is, and this movie 
adds light to that dark subject.” 

Its a view McKellen shares. “It’s abhorrent to 
me,” he says. “As it would be if a person said I 
need curing of my sexuality (he has been quite 
open about his homosexuality), or if someone 
said that black people could take a pill that would 
"cure them of being black.” 

Jackman, though, suggests the issue is more 
complex than it appears. "There's another side of it 
to explore. Look at Rogue ... her abilities (to absorb 
the powers of other mutants which could result in 
death) are amazing, yet she lives a very lonely life. 
She can never touch anyone, have a physical rela- 
tionship, or have children. As politically abhorrent 
as the cure is, its also understandable that someone 
like her would consider taking И.” 

Ina world where genetic modification and stem- 
cell research makes the “cure” no longer as absurd 
or fantastic as it might have been, "X-Men: The Last 
Stand" crosses the line from comic-book fantasy to 
social (and scientific and political) reality. 


AND so we go back to the original question. Иа 
‘cure for your condition exists, would you take it? 
If you wanted to alter something you were born 
with—your height, your bust size, your teeth, 
your skin color—would you? For many people 
the answer is an unqualified yes, and they have 
taken the cure, or the many versions of it, from 
vitamins to orthodontics to cosmetic surgery. 

But what if your condition was far more fun- 
damental to who you are? What if it was your 
sexuality? Would you go for the “cure” offered 
by any number of religious groups who believe 
sexual preference can be altered by counsel- 
ing and prayer? Or would you assert that be- 
ing gay or lesbian or bisexual was part of the 
warp and woof of your personality? 

Whether mutant or human, making a deci- 
sion has never been easy or clear-cut. What is 
most important, though, is knowing you have 
choices and enjoy the freedom to choose. 


Should the troops come home now? 


LAST WEEKEND'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
Iraqi lawmakers have finally formed a unity gov- 
еттеп їз welcome news, both for Iraq and for US 
President George W. Bush and British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair. The American and British govern- 
‘ments, increasingly unpopular at home, desper- 
ately needed some tangible evidence of progress 
to assuage their domestic critics and to begin to 
speak openly of an exit strategy. 

But Iraq's greatest challenges lie ahead. If Bush 
and Blair declare vietory before the real battles 
have begun, they will undermine the very process 
to which both have committed so much at such 
great cost. 

Bush waited weeks for a positive development 
that would allow him to suggest he can reduce 
troop levels in Iraq from 133,000 to 100,000 by the 
end of 2006, Blair, still stung by his Labour Partys 
defeat in local elections in early May, also wel- 
сотей the good news from Iraq. During а tri- 
umphal surprise visit to Baghdad on May 22, he 
said he expected Iraqi forces to take responsibility 
for “territorial security” in much of the country by 
the end of the year. “itis the violence that keeps us 
here," he said. “It is the peace that allows us to go." 

‘The optimism is premature, The formation of a 
unity government is only the first of many hurdles 
Iraq's new government must clear if it is to build a 
durable peace. Is first task will be to remove those 
provisions of Iraq's constitution that pit Iraq's Sun- 
ni, Shia and Kurds against one another. Under cur- 
rent Iraqi law, the parliamentary committee 
charged with making these constitutional changes 
has four months to complete its task. The four 
month clock began ticking on May 3, following the 
first meeting of Iraq's new parliament. 

The changes are badly needed. The committee. 
must enact a new hydrocarbon law that guaran- 
tees each of Iraq's factions a fair share of the 
country's oil wealth, which accounts for 97 per- 
cent of total export revenue. Under the current 
constitution, local governments have the right to 
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exploit (and profit directly from) oil extracted 
from new sites beneath their territory, while only 
a share of the income from existing sites must go 
to Iraq's central government. 

Оп May 15, two small independent energy com- 
panies (Turkey's Genel Enerji and Canada's Addax 
Petroleum) became the latest foreign firms to be- 
gin drilling in Kurdish-controlled territory under 
ап agreement with the regional government. Kur- 
dish politicians within the new parliament have 
good reason to protect these lucrative deals as de- 
bate begins over constitutional changes. 

But the central government will need a large 
share of that income if it is to finance the cor 
struction of new institutions of governance, 
vest in critical infrastructure, undertake onerous 
reforms aimed at economic liberalization and 
provide the resource-poor (and already restive) 
Sunnis of central Iraq with a greater share of the. 
country's wealth. 

The constitution must also be amended to re- 
verse the worst effects of a de-Baathification pro- 
cess that aimed to dismantle the vestiges of Sad- 
dam Hussein's regime. In practice, de-Baathifica- 
tion has excluded thousands of Iraqis—most of 
them Sunnis who joined the party during the Sad- 
dam era only to secure good jobs—from the coun- 
trys political and economic life. 

Finally, the Iraqi government must begin dis- 
mantling the militia groups that still outgun the 
fledgling Iraqi army, and it must defeat the large- 
ly Sunni-led insurgency. Each of these tasks is 
formidable. 1f Bush and Blair prematurely with- 


draw large numbers of the troops that support 
Iraqi stability, the country's new government 
would have litle chance of success. 

There is some reason for optimism that efforts 
to stem the tide of violence can succeed. Media 
reports of Iraqi bloodshed focus overwhelmingly 
оп Baghdad—where the large majority of foreign 
journalists are based--creating the impression 
that the desperate security situation there is rep- 
resentative of the country as a whole. But in the 
Kurdish-controlled areas of the north and Shiite- 
dominated provinces in the south, levels of crime 
and deadly violence compare favorably with 
those in many cities in the United States. 

But attacks in Iraq's “Sunni triangle” (and 
Baghdad, in particular) occur at a rate rivaling 
those in Chechnya and the Niger Delta. Since 
Sunni militants destroyed the Shiite Askariya 
‘mosque in February, hundreds of Iraqis have been 
killed in a series of tit-for-tat sectarian attacks. 
‘Tens of thousands have Пей from mixed Sunni- 
Shiite cities to safer havens in ethnically homoge- 
nous enclaves that are effectively controlled by 
Sunni and Shiite militias. Only the presence of 
foreign troops slows the further balkanization of 
the country’s already fractious politics. 

‘That's why the temptation for Bush and Blair 
to limit further political damage at home by pre- 
maturely declaring victory in Iraq is so danger- 
ous. If they use the good news to begin withdraw- 
ing significant numbers of the foreign troops who 
bolster Iraq's stability at a crucial and vulnerable 
moment, they will have undermined the project. 
to which both have devoted so much political 
capital. And they will leave the new Iraqi govern- 
‘ment at the mercy of forces that would eventually 
pull the country apart. Project Syndicate 


Тап Bremmer is president of Eurasia Group, the 

global political risk consultancy. His latest book, 

“The J Curve: A New Way to Understand Why Na- 

tions Rise and Fall” willbe published in September. 
Ly 


A vision of Utopia 


THERE'S A GROUP OF SOCIAL CRITICS, MANY OF THEM 
veterans of failed administrations or former youth activists 
in their own right, who have taken to task the present gener- 
ation of middle-class youth for their shortcomings. They take 
our seemingly nonexistent reaction to the political turmoil as 
a sign of a generational disease variously called ignorance, 
apathy and indifference. 

Tam а young man myself, 1 come from a middle-class fam- 
ily and I'm tired of 
the. criticism being 
directed at me and 
my peers. 

Dont be misled by 
our seemingly nonex- 
istent anger in the 
face of the country’s 
problems. To believe 
that we are blind to 
ош countrys situa- 
tion is frankly insult- 
ing. We know, we're 
disgusted and we're turned off. And this is the reason for our 
“nonexistent” reaction. 

‘Are we not a passionately nationalistic generation? they 
ask. Well, in defense of my peers, many of us were among the 
middle-class youth who were in Edsa II. Whether we like itor 
not, this was our generation's People Power. Excuse us for 
not taking to the streets again this time, especially when we 
see the ridiculous redundancy of this practice of holding 
mass actions, which have produced so little change. Pes- 
simistic we may be, but this definitely cannot be described as 
apathy. In fact, I regard this as a sign of maturity. 

We're sick and tired of investing our energies in fighting а 
system which has never translated criticism into change. 
Naturally, we drift back to our own interests. If this is a fault, 
its a fault we share with others who are no longer young and 
who do not belong to the middle class. For every underprivi- 
leged Filipino who takes to the streets to fight for change, 
there are many more self-absorbed Filipinos who happen to 
be unproductive employees, vice-addicted spouses, abusive 
parents and undisciplined citizens, 

‘At least the “lack of involvement” of the young middle 
class that I interact with can be rationalized as a proper way 
to channel our energies. Some of my college friends are 
prone to saying, “We have no time to rally.” But behind such 
seeming indifference is a genuine concern to strive to meet 
our obligations. Many of us simply want to fulfill our primary 
duty as young citizens, which is to be good students. And by 
doing so, we seek to seize the opportunity most young men 
and women of our generation do not have. 

‘Taking this course puts us in a better position to help the 
country in the long run. Business majors go on to create their 
‘own enterprises that help our economy while creating more 
and better job opportunities for our countrymen. Science 
majors continue to make possible progress in their field that 
improves the quality of life. Liberal arts majors (myself in- 
cluded) continue to study and promote the humanities, 
which help enrich our arts and our culture, (Consider the 
youth's contributions to the resurgence of OPM and Philip- 
pine cinema, for example.) 

‘Sure, we keep to our own world and often just pursue our 
personal inclinations. But by giving the system a cold shoul- 
Ger, I think we are helping build a self-sustaining citizenry, 
‘And that is true People Power. Ba 

The outrage toward and protest against an oppressive sys- 
tem by the youth of the 1970s and 1980s are very well 
known. Their actions and the consequences they had to suf- 
fer made them heroes. But if the ways they tried to solve na- 
tional problems were the most appropriate and the best, why 
does our own generation have to deal with the same prob- 
lems of the same formidable magnitude, with only the prin- 
cipal characters changing? 

‘The germ of the conflict is not only alive, it continues to 
flourish. Even as time changed, one constant has remained 
to block the process of healing: our reluctance to change our 
‘own ways. Our own generation (ог at least the young men 
and women 1 interact with) sees this, and we've subcon- 
sciously decided to attack the problem in another way. 

When we point an accusing finger at corrupt government 
officials, we want to be sure that we ourselves aren't corrupt 
citizens. We, the middle-class youth, are trying to right the 
wrongs of a tainted culture by doing our own thing, making 
sure we can handle that reality before we start blaming other 
people, like those in government. 

Is this extreme? Perhaps. Isa self-interested culture good? 
Maybe not. But with the proper guidance that our predeces- 
sors are supposed to give us (as opposed to criticism), this 
radical approach might work. Maybe we can become citizens 
‘working primarily for the betterment of self and family at no 
expense to the quality of life of our fellow Filipinos. That's an 
ideal worth striving for. 

This is where many of us “young, apathetic, middle class 
Filipinos” stand. Times are different, so we're doing things in 
a different way. We're trying to create an ideal world where 
government's power over us is minimal. 1 think many of us, 
regardless of age and social status, would love to create and 
live in such a Utopia. 


YOUNG BLOOD 


Martin Villanueva 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Martin Villanueva, 20, is an incoming junior, BFA Creative 
Writing, at the Ateneo de Manila University. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir- 
ercom ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Drunken God 


"He is apparently drink with power and playing God. 
He has failed not only to defend the dignity of the victim 
but also to assert the sovereignty of the country.” 
Akbayan party list Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales on Justice Secre- 
tary Raul Gonsales fter he downgraded the charges against three 
ofthe four US Marines accused of raping a Filipino woman 


Fiscal's rerogative 

"Even the Supreme Court respects the prerogative of 
fiscals. We are the first line of defense in the criminal 
justice system. We can't deviate from how the law de- 
fines the accessories or principals in a crime.” 
olongapo City prosecutor Prudencio Jalandoni said when he 
was threatened with insubordination charges after he disagreed 
with Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez decision to downgrade the 
hares against three four US Marines accused of rape 
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Sorry forever if graft prevails 


1AM A MEMBER OF THE WORK- 
ing class. I pay the right amount of 
taxes and I pay them on time pri- 
marily because I don’t really have 
a choice—my honest employer 
deducts taxes from my salary. 

But honesty is not always re- 
warded, In fact, we are punished 
for being stupid. We know for a fact 
that corrupt government officials 
and lawmakers pocket а large 
chunk of our hard-earned money, 
and yet we still remit taxes. 

‘And so, we are outraged, We 
call radio stations to air our 
grievances. We write letters to the 
editor to complain, We blog to ex- 
press our frustration. But have we 
done enough? Would ranting and 
raging enable us to recover our 
money? 

How do we get the most out of 
what the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue collects from us? Let me 
count the ways: 

1, Walk on paved roads. 

2, Use the overpass. 

3, Take the sidewalk. 

4.Ride the MRT and the LRT, 

5, Stop on bridges. While you're 
there, enjoy the scenery. 

6. Try a Ro-Ro adventure, 

7. Walt for a ride in a waiting 
shed, 


8, Play basketball in a court do- 
nated by your congressman. 

9. Visit parks and zoos main- 
tained by the government. 

10. Bring your kids to a public 
playground. 

11. Smell the flowers at the 
plaza. 

12. Relieve yourself inside pub- 
lic rest rooms. 

13. Enroll your kids in public 
schools. 

14. Avall yourselves of govern- 
ment-sponsored scholarships. 

15. Spend time in a public li- 
brary. 

16. Watch the shows on NBN 4. 

17, Listen to the programs of 
Radyo ng Bayan. 

18, Attend free concerts, stage 
plays and other shows produced 
by the National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts. 

19. Participate in fiestas, foun- 
dation day celebrations and other 
fun-filled activities organized by 
your city or municipal govern- 
ment, 

20. Purchase low-cost 
medicines from the government- 
sponsored Botika ng Bayan. 

21. Buy inexpensive items from 
Tindahan ni Gloria Labandera 
rolling stores. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


OPINION 


22, If you're a government em- 
ployee, do not be absent. Every 
centavo counts. 

23. In case of legal troubles, 
seek the assistance of the Public 
Attorney's Office. 

24. Confine sick family mem- 
bers at the Philippine General 
Hospital and other government- 
run clinics and infirmaries, 

Inter your dead relatives in 
public cemeteries. 

26. See world-class athletes in 
action during regional sporting 
events hosted by the country. 

27. Resolve conflicts in courts. 

28. Threatened? Seek the help 
ofcops. Call 117. 

29. Stuck in traffic? Search for 
an MMDA enforcer. Dial 136. 

30. Vote. And vote wisely. 

The next time you see the road 
sign that says, “Sorry for the in- 
‘convenience. Your taxes working 
for you,” just smile. Its the best 
thing that you can до. Because un- 
less we wage a really serious fight 
against graft and corruption, we 
will be sorry forever, And that 
would be the most inconvenient 
feeling of all 

—LOIREYES LANDICHO, 
9F Jacinta Bldg. II, 
Guadalupe, Edsa, Makati City 


Dogs abused to “train” them for dogfights 


"WE THANK THE POLICE OFFI- 
cers who rescued 70 dogs from 
men who clearly meant to engage 
them in a dogfight and sell their 
meat, ("70 dogs rescued," PDI, 
5/11/06) These men deserve to 
be charged with cruelty to ani- 
mals, 

Forcing dogs to fight is a cruel 
activity that is illegal in many 
countries, Pit bulls are often 


starved and beaten to make them 
“mean" and to train them to 
tack. When they aren't fighting, 
they are usually chained and vir- 
tually forgotten. They would be 
lucky to get a scrap of food. 

Dogs who manage to survive 
fights often sustain serious in- 
Juries, such as broken bones and 
crushed cartilage. Many suffer 
and dle from blood loss, shock, de- 


hydration, exhaustion, or infec- 
tion, hours or days after a fight. 

‘To learn more about the abuse 

these animals suffer and what you 

can do to make a difference, visit 

www.HelpingAnimals.com. 

—$ОМА G. ASTUDILLO, 

People for the Ethical 

‘Treatment of Animals (Peta) 

Asia Pacific, 

SonlaAGpetaaslapacific.org 


‘Jeopardy’ reveals mediocrity in action 


1 WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH 
you an innocuous tidbit about the 
current state of our nation, 

"Jeopardy" is a popular TV quiz 
show featuring the best and 
brightest Americans vying to an- 
swer difficult questions, for honor 
and money, Many contestants are 
Mensa members. It is shown to а 
global audience, Locally itis alred 
Mondays to Fridays at 8:30 p.m. 
by cable channel ETC, 

In its May 10 episode, one of the 


six categories of questions asked 
was about the Philippines, Out of 
the five questions in that category 
four were promptly and correctly 
answered by all three contestants: 
‘MacArthur, Magellan, Spanish em- 
pire and the United States, 

The Inst question, "The presi- 
dential candidate who defeated 
film actor Fernando Poe in the 
2004 elections" elicited а re- 
sponse from only one contestant 
‘who gave a wrong answer: “Cory 


Aquino,” The two others, Includ- 
{ng the champion, had no clue. 
‘One can only surmise that 
Согуз name and stature are really 
enshrined in world history. More 
significantly, this tidbit suggests to 
all and sundry that the Arroyo ad- 
ministration, or its female leader, 
to be more specific, Is mediocrity 
In motion, 
—BOBBYN. LIM, 
185 Molave Ауе, Molave Park, 
Merville, Parañaque City 


GMA's doubtful call for death penalty abolition 


1 AGREE WITH THE EDITORIAL 
titled “Diminishing space.” (PDI, 
5/2/06) 1am a Catholic and a pro- 
life advocate, and 1 helped the 
campaign of the Church against 
the culture of death. But I doubt 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's sincer- 
ity in her call for the abolition of 
the denth penalty 

Her meaningless reactlon—st- 
lence until lately-—to the spate of 
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killings of church workers and ac- 
tivists belles her call. With such re- 
action, she will surely Inspire 
more violence against those who 
fight for Justice and peace. In fac, 
she is now promoting the culture 
of impunity and death. 

T agree with the US state de- 
partment when It said in its latest 
human rights report that "perva- 
sive weakness in the rule of law, 


official impunity and the wide dis- 
parity between rich and poor con- 
tributed to cynicism about official 
Justice” 

Т cannot believe that GMA is 
sincere Їп her desire to abolish 
the death penalty for as long as 
extra-judicial killings go on and 
on, 

—BERT ELIJAH CORRALES, 
silbeys06@yahoo.com 
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Why hearing of 
NorthRail case 


was suspended 


IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS, 
please allow us to correct ће false 
allegations raised by Victor 
Agustin in his column “Derailed 
complaint,” regarding the case 
filed by Prof. Harry 1. Roque Л. 
and other parties against the 
NorthRail project. (PDI, 5/8/06) 

It is not true that Judge Cesar 
Santamaria, who presides over 
Branch 145 of the Makati City Re- 
gional Trial Court, indefinitely sus- 
pended the hearing on the 
NorthRail case because he was 
irked that Roque flew to the United 
States “without a by-your leave.” 

If Agustin did his own research, 
he would have known that during 
that hearing, the Office of the So- 
licitor General and the Office of 
the Government Corporate Coun- 
sel, as well as the lawyers for the 
Chinese interests, filed a barrage 
of motions, all wanting to immedi- 
ately dismiss the case. In fact, the 
Judge repeatedly said during the 
hearing that he did not see why 
the summary hearing should not 
proceed, as there was a legal 
ground forit. 

On account of the pending mo- 
tions, the judge granted all the 
parties to the case time to answer 
each other's written pleadings. 

Moreover, there ls no rule of 
court that requires a petitioner to 
seek leave of court before leaving 
the country. A party has only to be 
personally present in the proceed- 
ings when he is specifically re- 
quired by the court, Otherwise, he 
may be represented by counsel. 

While it is true that Rogue flew 
to the United States, he did so to 
represent the country in the pres- 
tiglous international law Jessup 
Moot Court competitions, he be- 
ing the coach of the UP Law Jes- 
sup Team, the country’s official 
representative to this year’s com- 
petitions, It was a matter of na- 
tional pride that he had to attend 
the previously scheduled event. 

Our contention is that there are 
no factual issues in the case but 
merely legal ones. Hence, we do 
not even need witnesses, only 
stipulations as to the legal issues 
in dispute, We only had one wit- 
ness—one of the petitioners in the 
сазе—го testify that we asked for 
certified true copies of the rele- 
vant documents from concerned 
government agencles, а request 
that these agencies have denled 
us. 

—ROMEL REGALADO BAGARES, 

counsel for the plaintiffs, 

Roque and Butuyan Law Offices, 

Antel 2000 Corporate Center, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 
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The Getwbrity Dance Ghallengn + 


Sunday 9 PM 


hosted by Lucy Forres Gomer 
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Philippines' dynamic contribution 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 ; 


E 


to world's peacekeeping efforts 


THIS IS IN REFERENCE TO THE 
news report titled "AFP admits 
taking cut from RP peacekeepers" 
pay" (PDI, 5/11/06) 

The Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs-Office of United Nations Af- 
fairs and Other International Or- 
ganizations (UNIO) would like to 
‘comment on certain points in the 
story, which mainly focused on the 
interview with Col. Dante Balao, 
head of the AFP Peacekeeping Op- 
erations Center (AFPKOC), As re- 
ported, Balao did indeed meet 
"with officials of UNIO to discuss 
the cuts in the allowances allocat- 
ей for AFP personnel deployed to 
UN peacekeeping operations 
(PKOS). 

However, UNIO has yet to re- 
ceive a copy of the report of the 
AFP deputy chief of staff for oper- 
ations (03), which contains the 
recommendation for the cuts, The 
AFPKOC is an operational arm of 
the AFP It is the J3, not the AFP- 
KOC, which determines РКО poli- 
cy forthe AFR 


THE PHILIPPINE MEDICAL 
Association (PMA) has expressed 
grave concern about the promo- 
tion of food supplements, herbal 
preparations and alternative 
health care modalities as cures for 
all types of illnesses. In fact, the 
РМА is, for obvious reasons, just 
concerned that people are getting 
tired of chemicallaced toxic 
medicines, invasive surgical meth- 
ods (which have many side ef 
fects) and high-cost and unafford- 
able drugs. 

People are going for new, cost- 
effective, humanistic preventive 
type of healing modalities and nu- 
tritlonal supplements. Under 
House Bill 564, also known as the 
“Magna Carta for Patients” (ap- 
proved on the subcommittee level 
last March), patients have free- 
dom to choose the medicines they 
want, 

Everybody knows that the 
Philippine health system cannot 
adequately meet the country's 
health care requirements. That is 
why hilots and herbolarios are 
popular with financially disadvan- 
taged Filipinos. Besides, folk 
medicine is part of our rich her- 
Каре and culture. 

Has the PMA addressed the 
shortage of medicines and health 
care services? 1 believe the PMA 
needs to research, examine and 
evaluate alternative ways of heal- 
ing. For example, there are re- 
ports that Queen Elizabeth of the 
United Kingdom uses homeo- 
pathic medicine and other nutri- 
tional food supplements, and 
that Prince Charles has a favor- 
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Also, the DFA is awaiting the 
Department of National Defense's 
opinion on the matter. - 

UNIO, therefore, has yet to ob- 
tain a complete picture of the situ- 
ation from the side of our defense 
establishment. 

The National Defense College 
of the Philippines (NDCP) recent- 
ly hosted a seminar-workshop on 
RP Participation in UN Peace Sup- 
port Operations. In that work- 
shop, major issues concerning our 
PKO community and contribu- 
tions were discussed, 

UNIO is organizing a high-level: 
conference on PKOs, 

UNIO would like to assure фарр 
the Filipino peacekeepers have al-- y 
ways been a positive and dynamic, ‚ 
contribution to PKOs. T 

—ALADING. VILLACORTE, ү, 
assistant secretary, „ 
Office of the United Nations, 
and Other International 
Organizations, 
Department of Foreign Affai 
2330 Roxas Blvd, Pasay City 


able regard for the Bristol Cancer. 
Clinic which promotes alterna. 
tive medicine and mind-body 
wellness, The institute of Health, 
in Washington has already at 
cepted homeopathy and 
acupuncture as modalities of, y 
healing, It cannot be denied that ^ 
traditional Chinese medicine, | 
which is accepted by 800 million 
Chinese, has been in existence” 
since the time of the Tang dy- %2 
nasty. х 

The PMA claims that alterna- 77 
tive medicine is not based on scl. 1° 
ence, Yet, governments subjecti, 
makers of “alternative medicines" и 
to stringent bacterial, viral and“? 
toxicity tests, aside from the other 
standard laboratory tests required “t 
of conventional medicine manu- "> 
facturers. 

Being a tropical country, the 
Philippines abounds in medicinal 
herbs, Of the 13,000 species be- 
loved to be medicinal, only 500 
have been identified, Of these, on- 
ly 10 have been accepted and are 
being promoted. But then, aren't 
some pharmaceutical drugs and 
medicines plant-based? How’, 
about the world famous aspirin”? 
which is derived from the willpy,,7 
tree? 

Iridology is п diagnostic 
modality which originated in 
Germany during the 18th centu- 
гу. It is non-invasive and accepted. 
and has been practiced for sever- 
al years In the United States, 
United Kingdom, Russia and oth- 
et parts of the globe up to the pre- 
sent. 

—DR. JOSEF DE UBALDO, DSC 
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Benguet judge rules arrest 
of 11 youths by cops illegal 


By Desiree Caluza and Vincent Cabreza In his order, Laoagan said wit- not actual eyewitnesses to the rejects a prosecutors evidence. 
MISUARI remains a force to be PDI Northern Luzon Bureau nesses identifed the youths ар cime Ife they became aware Ви new court procedures is- 
reckoned with as an OIC team members of the group who at- of the identities of the accused as sued in 2000 no longer make this 
ance to mest him to assess the BAGUIO CITY—A JUDGE IN BENGUET HAS "ced the Army detachment. But the perpetrators of the incident practice an automatic conse- 
success of the 1996 peace led th: li h illegalh the witnesses appeared ina police only after the witnesses identified quence once evidence against the 
agreement that Misuari's MNLF ruled that policemen have illegally arrested 11 headquarters in Buguias only after them,” he said. detainees are quashed, he said. 
signed with the government then youths whom lawmen linked to the Feb. 10 raid of ig ip kaa E = SL Бе өре на Жы said bh Ko gans бе 
i pa NG i un emmen g ernment prosecutor 15 days 
ner Fol Ragos. moro a military detachment in Mankayan town by com- section S, paragraph b of Rule group relies on witnesses testi- to review hs procedures, 24 
munistrebels. ` 113 of the Rules of Court, which monies, “raw intelligence infor conduct a new preliminary inves- 
MILF wants is otherwise referred to asa ‘hot mation is not sufficient ground for tigation “so they [the detained 
Ina nine-page order issued on were on their way to Sagada, Mt. pursuit arrest, it is required that a warrantless arrest.” youths} can properly submit their 
^ May 19, Judge Agapito Laoagan Province, when arrested. the arresting officer has probable _ ButlaoagantoldthelQumenon  counter-affidavits." 
inon talks Jr of the regional trial court in _ The judge said police could not cause, Laoagan wrote. Friday that his order stopped short... Lao's circumstances are differ- 
Buguias town quashed the gov- justify the warrantless arrest of He said “the accused were аг. of directing the immediate release ent, however, Laoagan said. Lao 
wit | ernment's evidence against the the two minors and their friends rested four days after the alleged of 10 of the detained youths. had alerted the National Bureau 
ith OIC 


youths, who include a 16-year- Anderson Alonzo, 18, and Jethro incident.” “Worthy to note, however, is of Investigation and the Depart- 
old girl from Marikina City anda Villagracia, 21, of Davao City; Ron “The Supreme Court has ruled the ruling that even if the arrest ment: of Social Welfare and Devel- 

r 17-year-old boy from PasigCity. Pandino, 19, of Laguna; Darwin thatan arrest made one day after of a person is illegal, supervening opment about the youths’ arrest 

In Jeddah А joint task force composed of Alagar, 20, of Pangasinan; Alduz the consummation of the crime events may bar his release or dis- when he escaped from Camp 
members of the Benguet police Christian Mafiosa, 18, Jefferson doesnot comply with thesense of charge from detention or cus- Molintas on the day of his arrest 
mobile group and an Army unit de la Rosa, 20, and Neil Russel immediacy required under the їойу, he said. and fled to Baguio. 

COTABATO CITY—THE MORO intercepted the group, known as Balajadia, 25, of Pasig City; Arvie aforementioned rule,” he said. He said judges used to follow a Тао claimed they were tor- 

Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) “Punks 11,” in Buguias on Feb. Nuñez, 21, of Lucena City; and “Furthermore, the arresting of- judicial policy that required the re- tured by policemen. The police, 


should not be sidelined during 14. They were aboard a truck and Rundren Lao, 24, of Davao City. ficers were not present and were lease of detainees as soon as a court however, denied the charges. 
the scheduled meeting between 


government officials, Nur Mis- 


чап and the Organization of the 5 теру ROUNDUP 


Islamic Conference (OIC), a rebel pne 8 
More on ‘Da Vinci’ 


spokesperson said. 

Eid Kabalu said that while the a а pa M BACOLOD CITY-—The Couples for Christ in Negros Occidental is calling оп 
MEF ры, Kat the Мао Na к E à 5 its members not to see the movie "The Da Vinci Code," which it called blas- 
Чопа! Liberation Front (MNLF) is phemous and an attack on the Catholic faith, "The best response Is not to 
important in the pursuit of peace See the movie. Do not contribute your money to funding the secular and lib- 
in Mindanao, “the MILF is also eral forces. especially in media, that seek to weaken or destroy what we hold 
equally important. dear,” a CFM-Negros statement said. The film, based on the international 

Kabalu said they wanted to at- 2 ^ best-selling novel of the same name by Dan Brown, has become a box office. 
tend the July tripartite meeting in T 5 hit worldwide, despite calls for a boycott of the movie, "Some say it should 
Jeddah because the ongoing not affect the faith of those who are well grounded. But that is not the point. 
peace negotiations between the x Я : The point ls that itis blasphemous and so we should reject It,” the СЕМ 
government and the MILF could : statement said. "This is not about an intellectual discussion on fact or fic- 
beon the agenda. КА, е tion, or on its value just as entertainment, but this Is about the evil forces 

The tripartite meeting was Ng: matre using al sorts o things In order to bring down the Church and de- 
aimed at ironing out kinks in the UA stroy the work of God.” 
implementation of the peace Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
agreement that the government 3 2 
and Misuari signed in 1996. OFW deployment stopped 

: Ñ DAVAO CITY—The deployment of at least 314 Filipino medical workers to 
The other rebel а 4 ` : Libya was delayed after the Libyan government adopted a new system for 
il - ^ Ч = hiring forelgn and local workers, the Department of Labor and Employment 
ше em оре er А уе - said. Citing a report from the Tripoll-based Philippine Overseas Labor Of- 
ү 2 з Ў iH 3 | fice, the DOLE sald the creation of a central committee replaced the dacen- 
peace negotiations between the ; b 
o eund Mate MILE n jm As tralized system previously adopted in Libya. Labor Attaché to Libya Jaime 
e dde sect acra Cm i F 3 | Gimenez said in that report that the central committee, which is under 
p» оч des D SPON М Libya's General People's Committee for Manpower, Training, and Employ- 
Мапс тураа ане i : ‘ment, has taken over the power to hire medical workers from the shaa'blyya. 
peri ete n N TE or Libyan municipalities. Gimenez sald the 314 Filipinos were already 
up for the government and the ‘scheduled for deployment but, because of the new system, only 151 [ob or- 
OIC io decide ders had been approved. The central committee, he said, decided that only 
"The MILF's presence must be those bound for the Tripol Medical Center and the Esbea Miltary Hospital 
considered, but we cannot invite would be hired at the moment, A total of 5,326 OFWs were deployed to 
ourselves to be part of that meet- З 5 Libya in 2005, most of them medical workers. 
ing. The invitation should come бөй. 1 525 “Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

т the government and the “чең, Tm 
OIC,” Kabalu said. Army courses open 

During the Jeddah meeting, DAVAO CITY—The Philippine Army has announced the availability of at 
the government, the MNLF and least 225 slots for its Officer Candidate Course (OCC) and Officer Preparato- 
the 57-member pan-Islamic body, ту Course (OPC). Those wing for tha slots will have to undergo a series of 
were expected to discuss the re- tests which wili be conducted In Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, Interested 
sult of the assessment made by an ЖУ Mindanao applicants should bring with them thelr transcripts of record, au- 
OIC team on the implementation А thenticated birth certificates, college diplomas and valid ID cards to the 
ofthe 1996 peace agreement. — Army Recruitment Center (ARC) in Camp Evangelista in Patag, Cagayan de 

- Oro City or to the ARC-Mindanao Extension Office on Acharon Boulevard in 
Mindanao tour Bula, General Santos City. Inquiries could be directed to Capt. Ferdinand 
- Rondina at 0910-6712417, or e-mail rondina. арто@уаһоо.сот; MSgt. 
оа Marciano Ala, 0821-6081730, SS. Tol inches 0926-5110030 апа 
lastweekandfoundouttherewere | RUNNING WET Cpl. Julie Racaza at 0920-3244210. 


some provisions in the agreement | Anunidentified person runs into the fury of tropical storm “Caloy” that recently lashed at Iloilo City 


that were not being implemented. | and other parts of the country. The storm brought knee-deep floodwaters to Iloilo City and stalled 2 NPA rebs slain 
“Our brothers in the MNLF are | traffic. 


: BUTUAN CITY—At least two New Peoples Army (NPA) rebels were killed 
mp a while three mitiamen and village chieftain were wounded during ап hour 
He fol ien се т long clash in a remote vilage of Bayugan п Agusan del Sur. Lt. Col. Rolando 
and we шёезам tr ARMM to hold 1st Koran reading contest Manso commanderot ne Army's 23ra nant Batalon, sald his men 

a ana were on thelr way to secure a mass wedding in Sitio Wilderness in Barangay 
understand why there is restive- COTABATO CITY—THE AU- gious and cultural practices,” The participants | include = hea ta icons из aa and 
ness in their ranks” Mohagher tonomous Region in Muslim Min- Haron Felmin, BCH director, told Nurhadi Dasan and Aima Franklin А. Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
Iqbal, MILF chief negotiator, said. danao (ARMM) will hold its first the INQUIRER. Nawawi of Basilan, Majed Ah- 

Iqbal said among the provisions regional Koran reading competi- The contest is one of the high- mad and Zainab Hanafe of Lanao P| SOM port land budget out 
in the peace agreement that are tion on Tuesday next week. lights of the celebration ofthe Na- del Sur, Lahmudin Makabuat and” LEGAZPI CITY—The Department of Transportation and Communications 
not being implemented are the ap- Тһе competition, which was ex- tional Heritage month in the re- Suraidah Ampatuan of Maguin- herein Bicol has already released the P150-milion budget for the acquisi- 
pointment of MNLF leaders in the pected to draw entries from there- _ gion danao, Jaber Noor and Магда tion of the and in Barangay Alobo in Daraga, Albay, where the Southern Lu- 
Cabinet and the provision on socio- gior's provinces, would be held in ' “This will not only strengthen Alang of the City of Marawi, Ben- зоп international Airport will be built. The estimated cost ofthe ‘construction 
economic aid package, particularly Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao and and promote our noble practices, munir Arip and Hurinnur Kisri of of this first international airport in Southern Luzon в P3.6 billion, according 
for: lower-ranked commanders of will be administered by the AR- but it will also instill stronger Is- Sulu and Omar Muktar Burugan {о Daraga Mayor Jerry Jaucian. The bidding and determining of the: actual 
therebel group. Edwin О. Fernan- ММУ Bureau of Cultural Heritage. lamic values among our people,” and Hasma Hassan of Tawi-Tawi. steis set on June 7 
des, Jeoffrey Maitem and Nash B. “It aims to promote and pre- ARMM Gov. Datu Zaldy Uy Am- — Edwin O. Fernandes, PDI Mi Ephraim Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
Maulana, PDI Mindanao Bureau serve the Filipino Muslims’ reli- patuan said. danao Bureau 


Albay, Sorsogon govs back mining test run 


LEGAZPI CITY—THE GOVERNORS justice not to know if these work.” tion on the operation of LPI. the conduct of committee hear- 
of ‘Albay and Sorsogon provinces ^ "That the company has been Jose Sarmiento, head of the ings, payment for food, venue 
yesterday signed a joint statement asking to be tested under the full RRFFC secretariat, said the com- and travel expenditures of those 
‘endorsing a test run of the Lafayette monitoring of all parties... speaks mission operated on а shoestring invited to testify before the com- 
Phils Inc. (LP) mining operations t0 of unprecedented transparency... budget as Malacahang released mission, Sarmiento sai 
check if it has met standards set by And to think tharall it is asking is only 50 percent of the fund they ‘Commission vice chair Charles 
the government following two mine for due process to be followed,” requested, refuting allegations Avila said the criticisms being 
spills last year. said the two governors in their that they had a good time at the hurled at them were just part of р 

Governors Fernando Gonzalez joint statement. commission. the efforts to discredit the com- | FOR THE RED CROSS 
of Albay and Raul Lee of Sorsogon The statement was issued just — Sarmiento told the молии mission to weaken theeffectofits | Sen, Richard Gordon, also chair of the Philippine National Red 
Said in their statement that LPI as members of the Rapu-Rapu that they requested for P10 mil- report which was considered аз | Cross, shakes hands with Tony Biggs, chair and chief executive 
spent almost P400 million to put Fact-finding Commission (КАР. lion but only about PS million adverse to the mining industry. | officer of Fontana: пача Held Panpanga dicii 
in place the remedial measures FC) denied accusations that they was released to them from the op- Bobby Labalan and Ephraim | oe aa ver of P2 million in donations b) gi des 
that would ensure no future spills lavishly spent government funds crating fund of the President. Aguilar, PDI Southern Luzon а Y 
occur and “it would bea grave in- in the course of their investiga- The bulk of the fund went to Bureau i e 

^ r 5 Á * * 


Joselle Badilla, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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CHR to probe shooting 
of civilians in town 
where Army was shot at 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr, charges against soldiers on behalf 
PDI Visayas Bureau of members of the Cabaya family 
who were killed and wounded in 
ILOILO CITY—THE COMMISSION the shooting. 
on Human Rights (CHR) has start- А team from the CHR regional 
ed investigating the shooting of office talked to the victims in the 
civilians by soldiers in San Remigio capital town of San Jose on 
town in Antique early this month, Wednesday but Luis said the vic- 

CHR investigator Edgar Luis tims were still hesitant to talk to 
said they will determine if the the investigators. 
shooting was a result of a“legiti- — "They still could not talk long 
mate firefight” between soldiers because of their injuries," said 
and other armed groups. Luis. 

"We would determine if the The two children, aged 9 and 
civilians’ rights were violated be- 11 years old, are also afraid of 
cause they are not members of persons wearing uniforms. Luis 
any armed group,” Luis told the said they will be referred to psy- 
Inguinen in a telephone interview. chiatrists for examinatio 

Epifania Cabaya, 65, died and Іа an earlier interview, Col. 
four of her family members, in- Gregorio Fajardo, ТЕР comman- 
cluding two children, were der said the soldiers were just de- 
wounded after soldiers fired up- fending themselves after “armed, 
on villagers of Barangay Pan- civilians" fired at troops of the 
panan lin San Remigioon May 5. 31st Reconnaissance Company 

The Army's Task Force Panay who were conducting an opera- 
(ТЕР) had said that armed vil- tion after receiving reports that 
lagers fired upon the soldiers and armed persons were in the vil- 
that the two groups mistook each lage. А 
other for communist rebels. “The civilians fired and contin- 

But former assemblyman Аг. ued shooting at our troops even 
turo Pacificador, legal counsel of after the soldiers repeatedly iden- 
the survivors, said there was по tified themselves,” Fajardo said. 
encounter and that soldiers fired Fajardo relieved Lt. Rey Auguis 
INNER BEAUTY aeu | upon members of the Cabaya fam- and the sergeants who were lead." 
Visitors take a boat ride into the heart of a mangrove forest that produces lush vegetation along the banks of the Sabang River at the ily who were inside their house. ing the troops involved in the, 


Bambua Nature Park Resort in Palawan. The nature trip is one of many offered by the province, known as the country’s last frontier. Pacificador said he will file gunfight to pave the way for an! 
murder and frustrated murder impartial investigation. 


Environmental group turning out to be bogus 


BUTUAN CITY—THE OMBUDS- from the Ombudsman and the lo- Rama,” he said. ducted by the Ombudsman “They used their bogus accred- Agusan River. 
man Mindanao ordered the clo- cal police also tore down one of Rama is said to be based in showed that the Bantay Ka- itation with the Ombudsman's Не said the group's activities 
sure of the office of an environ- Bantay Kalikasan's satellite Mania. likasan here has engaged in corruption prevention program have not only placed the Om- 
mental group here for allegedly checkpoints in the riverside vil. Тһе Inguiae sought clarifica- blackmail and extorted money to blackmail and extort money budsman in a bad light but also 
using the antigraft body in its ex- lage of Amparo. tion from the ABS-CBN environ- from erring environment offi- from officials, log traders and indirectly worsened illegal log- 
tortion activities. "Тһе team, Buena said, also ат mental group bearing the same cials, politicians, loggers and tree tree farmers,” Buena told the In- ging in Caraga. 

Marco Anacleto Buena, Om- rested the checkpoints caretaker, namebutastaffersaid he was not farmers. Ошак. “The illegal logging trade їп 
budsman Mindanao spokesper- who was identified as Baldomero familiar with Rama. The group, he said, also passed Asked how intensive the the region, I would say, has abat- 
son based in Davao City, identi- Arlique. The staffer also said ABS- itself off as an accredited anti- group's alleged illegal activities ed because the traders thought 
fied the environmental group as “Criminal charges are set to be СВМ Bantay Kalikasan has no graft body. are, Buena said Bantay Kalikasan that Bantay Kalikasan was sanc- 
Bantay Kalikasan. filed against him and the alleged offices outside Quezon City. But Buena said the Ombudsman has even set up monitoring sta- tioned,” he said, Franklin M. 

He said that last week, a team founder of the group, Mr. Willy Buena said investigation con- has never accredited the group. tions and checkpoints along the Caliguid, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Filipinos eat 
fewer eggs, 
says DA report 


CLARK SPECIAL ECO- 
uy [ш SCULPTURED GUYITO CARABAOS, NOMIC ZONE  con- 
INTEDBY RENOWNED ARTISTSLIKEMALANG pad 
IENCAB AND KIDLAT TAHIMIK, AMONG OTHERS. pinos eat fewer eggs. 
UM c rb They consumed three 
E times fewer eggs than 
did Th six times 
fewer than did 
Malaysians and seven 

times fewer than Koreans last year. 

That's because the per capita consumption: 
of eggs in Thailand, Malaysia and South Ko- 
rea in 2005 reached 148, 324 and 365, re- 
ports from the Department of Agriculture 
showed. 

This low consumption pattern is the “most 
major problem” of the chicken layer industry 
now, Pedro Ocampo, executive director of the 
DAS livestock development council, said in a 

F presentation at the Luzon-wide hog and poul- 
Get a chance to paint your own miniature Guyito try congress here on Thursday. 
masterpiece and enter it in our “Paint a Guyito Contest." ae no flo ani priced 
i i ply, he noted. Fror К тіс tons 
Winners will be featured in the Junior Inquirer in 2000, the volume of egg production rose to 
Magazine. 320,344 MT in 2005. 
‘The problem, Ocampo said, is “mainly due 
Mechanics to misconceptions about eggs” which the 
1. Register at the PDI booth agency has been battling for the last five 
2. Surrender 3 cut-out coupons to get your free miniature ue ч а, is pex dios BONG. 
2 gg, he said, is perceived to be high i 
Guyito with painting kit OR you can purchase it for only PS0. cholesterol. It is also oi ‘to cause allergy. 
3. Paint the miniature Guyito Egg is also regarded only as a breakfast dish. 
All these, Ocampo said, are not entirely 
A Submk your entry to РО! representatives. correct. “An egg a day is okay,” he said, repeat- 
ing a campaign pitch in 2000 that has not 
done significantly to increase consumption. 
A piece of small-sized egg sells in the mar- 
ketforP3.75. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central 


MUSIC HALL Luson Desk | 
Cur тив couron ANO PRESENT TO 'Town seeks divine 


JUNE 9,10 & 11 Poo cim help to get peace 


 Apornonat. 2 COUPONS WAL AUTOMATICAL 
TO A MATURE GUYITO SCULPTURE WITH PATING KIT 


IROSIN, SORSOGON—TOWNSFOLK ARE 
turning to prayers to puta stop to the spate of 
killings that has gripped this town with fear 
since October last year. 

Residents move around in prayer and nove-* 
nas every 4 p.m., according to information of- 
ficer Neneth Esplana. 

Two more men were added to the growing 
list of those killed. 

Dante Fumera and Allan Fundano were 
shot dead while attending the wake of 
Domingo Habla, also a victim of the series of 
killings, said Senior Insp. Dionisio Laceda, the 
town's police chief... Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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INQUIRER Visayas атт 
“School for Excellence” for village kids 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Ormoc City 


YEAR AGO, A STATE-OWNED POWER FIRM 
А“ dreamed of producing high-caliber gradu- 

ates in seven years from the grade schools of 
two obscure villages atop one of the high mountains 
in Leyte. Now its dream is slowly turning into reality 
through a project dubbed as “School for Excellence.” 


The Philippine National Ой Co.- ofthe educational support projects 
Energy Development Corp. (PNOC- of PNOC-EDC under its CRS pro- 
EDC), which operates the country’s gram, which includes health en- 
largest geothermal field located in hancement, livelihood provision 
Leyte, is undertaking the School for and environmental protection. 
Excellence project, in coordination Aquino recalls that the school 
with the education department and project started in January 2005 
concemed local government units when DepEd invited PNOC-EDC to 
and the host communities. become its partner in a pilot project 
The project beneficiaries are the through DepEds Adopt-A-School 
children of poor upland farmers in program. 
PNOC-EDC's host communi- After conducting planning ses- 
tjes--Barangay Tongonan in Or- sions and coordination with DepEd, 
moc City and Barangay Tongonan the local government units and the 
in Kananga, Leyte, which are just Tongonan communities, PNOC- i eR 
about 300 meters away from cach EDC eventually entered into а = iv Ка кр Na. 5 3 
other. memorandum of agreement on а t 2» ЖАЙ: | 
Started last year and only for the May 27, 2005 with those concerned aes x Pee а? IN \ 
preparatory and Grade 1 levels, the groups, and this concretized the i-us `“ “am NG GÀ à Ca 
projectalready had 304 pupil bene. school project that snow known 3 PUPILS ofthe Tongonan Elementary School in Kananga, Leyte, pose for a souvenir photo with PNOC-EDC and DepEd officials and other 
rary school of the School for Excellence. led by Education Si Fe Hidal; ıd PNOC-EDC id ıd CEO Pat " hen they visit 
nomen OmocandS/2m ong. — "Our chien in Ormoc and Vitore led by Education lecretary Fe Hidalgo ат -EDC president an iul Aquino when they visited the school recently. vaso 
Onan-Kananga with 16 teachers Kananga deserve to be given access 
handling classes in the two grade to [he] future through briliantini- classrooms, playground and sports school feeding and parental inter- Sol Lumarda and Violeta Albang. even as she challenged the Tongo- 
schools. tiatives such as this Schools for Ex- facilities, feeding centers, speech vention programs. bang, respectively accompanied пап schools “to be national models 
Paul A. Aquino, president and  cellence project that we have built laboratory science laboratory, com- Hidalgo. in education.” 
chief executive offer of PNOC- in our host barangays” Aquino puter rooms, audio-visual rooms, Good marks ‘Aquino says the joint assessment 
EDC, says his company wants to says. Fome economics rooms, industrial ^ And as if to show how serious provides them an opportunity to Best teachers 
create a difference in their host Aquino explains that they opted arts rooms, and school supplies, Феу are in implementing this sev- evaluate their efforts in the past Аѕ part of DepEd's commitment 
‘communities, “and the best way we to use the term “school for excel- among others. en-year project, the PNOC-EDC school year and plan for the re- to the project, she vows to assign 
thought we could create that differ- lence” instead'of “school of excel. Тһе power company will also personnel conducted early this May maining six years ofthe project. three more of the best teachers to 
ence В by starting with the young lence” because the former is pro-ac- provide the “software” that in- ajoint assessment of the two Tong- _ Among the projects gains in із the Tongonan grade schools this 
citizens of Ormoc and Kananga." tive. “In other words, we are striv- cludes school personnel (librarians, onan elementary: ‘schools. first year, aside from the provision coming school year, even as she 
“More than ensuring reliable, ing for excellence,” he says. computer instructors, and speech ‘Some top officials of the power of the "hardware" and "software" lauded the teachers and school per- 
costeffcient and environment “Ourfervent aim is to send these instructors), training for teachers, company induding the projects components ofthe project, were the sonnel in the two Tongonan schools 
friendly energy for the Filipino peo- Kids to prestigious colleges and uni- environment education and feed- school governing board, top off- significant increase in attendance, who are involved in the project for 
ple, we remain committed to help- versities [in the counuy],” he ing program. cials of DepEd, Ormoc City, Kanan- improved nutritional status, im- their commitment and dedication. 
ing the government improve the added. So far, PNOC-EDC has construct- ga and Tongonan communities, as proved physical well-being, in- During the same gathering, rep- 
duality of life in the countryside The projecthopes to improve the ed school buildings, classrooms, well as teachers and representa- creased energy level, and improved _resentatives of the concerned local 
through our Balk-Biyaya efforts,” children’s access to educational fa- feeding centers and a faculty center tives ofthe parents and school chil- performance of the pupit-benefica- governments ‘and the host commu- 
he emphasizes. cites and supplies, increase the іп the two schools. These were dren attended the gathering held at ries. nities including those of the parent- 
3 3 umber of students finishing pri- aside from the new bags, uniforms, the administration building of the The pupils in the two schools al- teachers-community associations 
Educational support projects mary education with improved ed- health kits, and school supplies іу. Lejte Geothermal Production Field so registered good marks when as- pledged to provide some services, 
Balik-Biyaya, or giving back to ucational standards, enhance the en to the school children, the black- in Ormoc City. sessed оп school readiness, food and other necessities for the" 
the communities the socio-econom- capability of teachers to effectively boards, bookshelves, books, and ta- Aquino led the PNOC-EDC achievements and reading status. project. 
ic benefits of geothermal power is deliver educational programs, and bles and chairs provided to both the group while DepEd Secretary Fe Hi-Tongonan-Ormoc has in fact ar. _ Pupils Lory Ann Gallardo and 
PNOC-EDC's revitalized corporate strengthen the involvement of the teachers and pupils, and the hono- dalgo was the guest of honor tained a zero non-reader mark dur- Glyscia Icagaw, in behalf of their fel- 
social responsibility (CRS) pro- parents and the community: тайа for the preparatory school . DepEd Regional Director Sol Matu- ing the reading test. low pupils, thanked their benefac- 
gram. Under the project, PNOC-EDC teachers. gas and the schools superinten- Hidalgo says she is “impressed” tors, especially the PNOC-EDG, for 
‘The School for Excellence is one will provide the "hardware" such as PNOC-EDC also implements the dents of Ormoc City and of Leyte, of the school's accomplishments the School for Excellence. 


Nature, adventure highs in Iloilo's Concepcion islands 


By Hazel P. Villa forgettable getaway in “The _ Theres no refrigerator and fresh mm hectare marine habitat beside the 
Concepcion, Iloilo Beach." fish are bought from neighboring sandbar. 

3 At the heart of the l8-hecareis- Agho Island, also with its own gen- "People have become so many 
FTER HAVING SPENT land called Bulubadianganisasec- erous spread of white sand beach- that left to themselves, they will de- 
many summer holidays in ondary-growth forest and at the es. stroy the habitats of sea creatures 
the same overcrowded edges are some mangroves. ‘Any other needs such as rice and just so they will have something to 

and over hyped tourist destina- With a population of SO men, canned food you have to bring sell or eat. They have destroyed 
tions, the jaded Filipino vacation- women and children living in 12 yourself and request Manang their own panginhas grounds, that 
er starts looking for that singular houses scattered throughout the is- Josephine, the self-appointed island is why they are coming to Bulubadi- 
beach or mountain that can still land, it is a typical coastal commu- cook, to prepare for a minimal fee. angan,” said Eusala in Hiligaynon. 
impress. nity that subsists on fishing and Ifyou manage not to get distract- a = 
‘As happen to live in Panay Is- abalone farming. ed by the awesome northern Iloilo Tampisaw Festival 
land which is blessed with nature's 8 sunset that shows off majestically "To help people appreciate the im- 
attractions such as the fantastic Eco-tourism by the sandbar, you can join the na- portance of their environment and 
white sand islands of Boracay in Ak- Since 2004 however, the island's tives in panginhas or the collecting ME preserve the traditional coastal way 
lan and Semirara in Antique, in- residents have been part of what of edible marine life during low tide. : of life, the local government put up 
triguing island coves of Guimaras, the local government unit calls before sunset. > the Tampisaw Festival in 1999. 
winding caves of Capiz, and thean- community-based ecological Тһе same collecting done in the a А The Tampisaw festival is a 
‘Gent churches of Iloilo, I thought 1 tourism (СВЕТ) with Bulubadian- evenings with the aid of a torch ог PUMPBOAT operators slowly guide their boats towards the “home-grown, community-based 
had seen everything. gan Island now going by the name репотах is called panulo with the Concepcion pier at sunset. and eco-tourism festivity dedicated 
“That is, until 1 and some friends of Sandbar Island Beach Resort. catch making up the bulk of the din- to the protection and conservation 
set foot on the islands of Concep- Still in its stage of infancy, Sand- ner viands. that seem to rain down don't drive This same island that is two of Mother Earth and the celebration 
don in northem Iloilo last Holy bar Island Resort doesn’t even have Асб p.m. around the islands of you to a mild case of lunacy. hours boat ride from the mainland, ОЁ the cultural richness of Concep- 
Week. а grocery store or canteen and is Concepcion, boats start to move off Жанико Dues иейин ot 
Some 30 minutes boat ride away unspoiled as unspoiled could get. to sea and the petromax lights be- Adventure destination maritime lighthouses inthe country, , This years Tampisaw Festival, 
from mainland Concepcion, wees- Visitors may opt to rent one of gin to flicker as fishermen release a Daytime in northern lloilo shouts constructed in 1998 with funding held on April 27 to 29 at Barangay 
pied a white sandbar about half a the two bamboo cottages near the special gear for pangawil or squid adventure with island hopping, from the Japan Bank for Inema- Tambalia, Pan de Azucar, Island, 
kilometer long, framed in the dis- sandbar or pay for a home stay in jigging that lasts until 8 p.m. snorkeling, scuba diving in wo tional Cooperation said Lazarito, Was the launching pad of “Panabo 
tant horizon by the sentinel moun- апу of the concrete houses of the These evening activities you сап sunken World War II Japanese war- Town officials are hoping thatthe SaTampisawResival 
fain of Pan de Azucar and other Eusala and Fransisco families who doat Sandbar Resortand elsewhere ships, and mountain dümbing in СВЕТ will awaken Concepcion _ Lazarito explains that in he old- 
islets. make up the island's native popula- in the town's 16 islands as long аз Pan de Azucar. folks awareness of preserving their €N days, groups of women and chil 
The water is glass clear and you боп. ihe languorous.moon or the stars "We adopted community-based environment while gering income en from a community would 
сп count a handful of Filipinos and Simple electrical gadgets and eco-tourism because Concepcion is from its beauty. meet the fishermen to check out the 
some Koreans who must have had lights are run by solar energy in the шше adventure desunation. “СВЕТ was a program designed day's catch and in the end, would 
the same spirit as Leonardo Di- Eusala ancestral house while the iis one of the few places in Panay and implemented in 2002 to give Share the bounty with relatives and 
caprio looking for that secluded un- rest of the cottages in the beach where the biodiversity of fora and capacities to local people to use in. fiends in the belief that sharing is 
are powered by a mercifully Ёша is high and the marine digenous and local resources,” said thanksgiving, thus the term 
notso-noisy generator ecosystem is in a good state,” said Lazarito, who admits that there в "Panabo: eR 
Mario Lazarito, 40, the mayors de- still much to be done to develop the “Panabo sa Tampisaw^ aims to 
velopment consultant and munici- technical capability of Concepcion's Unie Concepcion's island dwellers 
pal tourism officer designate. CBET advocates. into retaining environment friendly 
Under the leadership of Mayor Concepcion has two guides ac- practices such as hookand line 
Raul Banias, last years Rafael M. credited by the Department of fishing and establishing goodwill 
Salas awardee for Population and Tourism, nine are local guides with among communities by selling the 
Development, Concepcion has had basic training and two are moun- П) catch at less the market price. 
nine places classified as Marine Pro- tain guides for Pan de Azucar, which  POrus visitors, it is heart-warm- 
tected Areas (MPAS) with Barangay at 573 ft above sea level, сап be ing to know that behind the dear 
1 Polopifiain Igbon Island included in scaled in three hours. azure waters and sun-drenched is- 
| the MPAS on April 27 during the Вех Eusala, 50, one of the own- lands are stories of people doing 
town's Tampisaw Festival held in ers of the Sandbar Island Beach Re- their best to protec their natural 
* the islands. sort in Bulubadiangan Island is Wealth and become united in the 
“EVEN AT LENT, the little-known Sandbar Island Beach Resort In Concepcion's ма i ee серек) тн T ко 
ul ionists frolicking ini : т and al at puring m uem dd 
dehnd thee us Pan da Arar Mountain а! homero wit breasted sea арен. =À tom has а wiped toni hme soppelresdenofecgiier Cem rn asec 

1 = i кк i nate Mario Lazarito can be contacted 

зг угри orkid едай”; presi ss Е atoll in the 27-hecrare Baleguian s- ing stands from endlessly collecting тур урсо 

= s EE apie aces land that teems withmarinelife. „ е edible marine Ne in the бе = d 
^ ^ ^ ‘ 
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“Gusto ko may 


sorpresa ako kay 
misis gabi-gabi. 5 


ıe bonfire was ү 
held Friday at the 
Bonifacio Shrine 
behind the Manila 
City Hall. The Da 
Vinci Code, the 1 
movie, basedon 1 
Dan Brown's book 

is banned inall 


A 
J 


By Nini Valera 
and Tina G. Santos 


THEHOTTEST SPOT IN MANILA 
was reserved for the controversial 
novel and movie “The Da Vinci Code” yes- 
f terday as protesters saying it blasphemed 
the Catholic faith burned copies of the book 
and pirated VCDs and DVDs of the movie. 
A bonfire, fueled by Dan Brown's books 
rates copies of movies based on it, was 
lit at the Bonifacio Shrine at a prayer rally ot 
ganized by youth and religious groups calling. 
Dan Brown's work a sin against Christianity. 
Some students, however, expressed regret as 
y watched fire consume copies of the book in 
remony reminiscent of the days when sus- 
xxcted witches were burned at the stake. 
We still haven't read it," said Jeremy, 16, a 
member of one of the youth organizations. "I 
have wanted to read it, but it's too ex- 
'e to buy It costs about P800 to P1,000.” 
he high cost of the book could have driven 
nizers of the rally to be more symbolic, 
«tually burning only three copies of the book 
ind throwing photocopies of the book's cover 
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SHOWING DISGUST for the book and the movi 


2 


i$ РІ5,125,299.20 


2) 


jous groups and other organizations 


led by the City of Manila, tore off pages from their copies of the book and set them on fire. 


to create a bigger fire. 

Some of the youth in the rally said in jest that 
the only way they could read the book was to 
pick up the tom pages and put them together. 

News of the book burning started to circu- 
late in coffee shops about two weeks before 
the movie opened. The idea was first attribut- 
ed toa group of Ateneo alumni who protested 
what they said was the book's attacks on the 
Catholic faith. 

Jesse Paredes, an Ateneo alumnus and fre- 
quentbarcustomer in Malate, was being tout- 
ed as the leader of the book burning move- 
ment, until Manila Mayor Lito Atienza em- 
braced the idea and agreed to hold the prayer 
rally in the city. 

“God is big in Manila,” Paredes said. 

He said the timing for the book buming 
yesterday was right. 

“Ies better since people already saw the 
movie and know what's wrong with it,” he 
said. 

‘The book burning came a day after Manila 
banned the showing of the movie on the 
strength ofa resolution ofthe city council that 
said it was crime to “exhibit films that offend 
religion.” SM Cinemas nationwide also 
banned the movie. 

‘The rally, initiated by members of the St. 
James Parish in Ayala, Alabang, drew about 
500 people, mostly students, from schools 
and universities in Manila. 

Mike Bichara, a member of the group, said 
it was meant to dramatize their sentiment 
against the book and the movie. 

“We, as Christians, should not support the 


AEMIAMORÁ 


movie because its against our religion and 
thedivinity of Christ. Imagine, for them to say 
that Christ married Mary Magdalene is blas- 
phemous," Bichara said. 

He owns several moviehouses in the 
provinces and said he banned “The Da Vinci 
Code,” too. 

He said people in the provinces won't be in- 
terested in the movie. 

"They don't understand it," he said. “Its 
mostly dialogue anyway.” 

But if the long queues were to be the basis, 
the movie made a killing in theaters where it 
was shown. 

“The controversy over it has made me more 
eager to watch it,” said Danny, a moviegoer. 

Protesters who joined the book burning rit- 
ual carried placards with messages like “We 
reject the Da Vinci Code,” "Fact or fiction, its 
still blasphemous.” 

“The youth have spoken, the film is justthe 
start of many more diabolic attempts to make 
the youth stray. And as a communion of be- 
lievers, we here in Manila will never tolerate 
this,” said Michael Figdor, a youth member of 
the Association of Angels of Adoration. 

Rev. Regino Cortez, who said he was a 
member of the Pontifical Bible Commission in 
Vatican, said he wrote a book titled “Exegeti- 
cal Review of the Da Vinci Code" to point out 
Dan Brown's mistakes. 

“There had been a lot of inconsistencies. 
The author claims that the relic of Mary Mag- 
dalene can be seen in the Louvre museum in 
Paris, But the truth is that it lies at present in 
Southern France," he said. 


Palace considering P1-B package 
to help victims of pre-need firms 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG 15 CONSIDERING A PROPO- 
sal to provide subsidies to some 100,000 vic- 
tims of cash-strapped pre-need companies 
through a P1-billion increase in allocation to 
the Commission on Higher Education in this 
year's budget. 

But Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya was 
quick to point out that the additional funding 
for CHEd was not meant to bail out the troubled 
Pacific Plans Inc. and College Assurance Plan. 

"[Wle want to stress that this is not a cor- 
porate bailout because we are only helping 
the victims as a stop-gap measure while their 
pre-need companies sort out their problems,” 
Andaya said, 

Under a proposal put forward by Albay 
Rep. Joey Salceda, CHEd would then instruct 
state colleges and universities to provide tu- 
ition subsidy of P10,000 each to students who 
would show proof that they were among the 
victims of the failed pre-need companies. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo had previously 
approved the release of P500 million to CHEd 
to boost its scholarship programs. 


“With the school year opening, the pre- 
need messis likely to rage more than its usual 
intensity as more pre-need contracts become 
due, schools raise their tuition, gas stations 
raise their pump prices and other juicy issues 
affecting the administration subside,” Salce- 
dasaid. 

According to Salceda, the Palace can lobby 
to increase the CHEd allocation when the bi 
cameral conference committee begins discus- 
sion on the 2006 budget next month. 

Ina meeting with plan holders last year, the 
President said she would look into the possi- 
bility of tapping P1 billion in dividends from 
the Government Service and Insurance Sys- 
tem to subsidize the tuition and schoo! mis- 
cellaneous of pre-need victims last year. But 
Ms Arroyo later learned that this diversion 
was not legal under government rules. 

Last Wednesday, controversial businessman 
Mark Jimenez pledged to donate P50 million 
to plan holders, who had organized them: 
selves into Parents Enabling Parents Coalition 
to pursue their claims against PPI and CAP He 
said he was hoping this would start a cam- 
paign to raise funds for pre-need victims. 


Hunger causing global 


A NOBEL LAUREATE SAID YESTERDAY THAT 
hunger Is causing global instability and urged 
governments to spend more on food production. 

“We stil have a large number of miserable, 
hungry people, and this contributes to world in- 
stability,” Norman Borlaug told an Asian Devel- 
‘opment Bank forum in Manila. "Human misery 
Is explosive, and you better not forget that.” 

Boriaug, 92, won the Nobel Peace Priza in 
1970 for improving crop management prac- 
tices that transformed food production in 
much of the developing world. He developed a. 
high-yield wheat that helped stop starvation in 
India and Pakistan in the 19605. 

Boriaug seid 56 percent of countries with 


stability, says Nobel laureate 


the highest levels of hunger are wracked by 
cii wars. Б 

He sald governments should spend lass on 
arms and more on agricultural research and in- 
frastructura support to the countryside to 
boost food production, 

Borlaug also criticized groups opposed to 
genetic engineering in plants and chemical fer- 
tillers, saying пен technology has dramatical- 
ly Increased food production and staved off 
hunger in many countries. 

"if you standstill and don't change, with the 
population stili growing-—74 milion more 
people every year—you are walking back- 
ward,” he sald. 
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of missing 
Bayan 
member 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


A MILITANT PARTYLIST GROUP YESTER- 
day demanded that government security 
forces release, or at very the least, acknowl- 
edge that they have in their custody one of its 
members who was abducted last May 16 in 
Makati City 

Witnesses said the men who snatched 
Rolando Porter in Makati City had identified 
themselves as law enforcers, a claim the po- 
lice have denied. 


Eyewitness 

“We have strong suspicions that Isapf (In- 
telligence Service of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines) and CIDG (Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Group) agents were the 
‘ones who abducted Porter,” said Bayan Muna 
deputy secretary general Roberto de Castro. 

Bayan Muna said that based on an eyewit- 
ness account, three men forced Porter into a 
waiting L300 van with license plate WAA 
201 as he was buying a phone card for his 
mobile phone from a store at the corner of 
San Rafael and Sacramento streets in Baran- 
gay Olympia, a short walk from his house. 

‘The manner in which the “Erap 5” were ar- 
rested in Quezon City on Monday indicated 
that government forces could also be behind 
Porter's abduction, De Castro said. 


Admission 

It took the military 48 hours to admit they 
had in its custody five supporters of former 
President Estrada who were arrested on 
‘Monday in Quezon City for allegedly being 
involved in a plot to assassinate several Cabi- 
net officials. 

The five were freed Thursday night. 

Porter's half-brother, Mario Bravo, said his 
disappearance might have something to do 
with his work at Bayan Muna, a militant or- 
ganization often linked to left-leaning 
forces. 


Ordeal 

Upon learning of the Erap 5's ordeal, he 
said it was possible government forces could 
have taken his brother under their custody as 
well. 

“That is how 1 feel. His group, Bayan Mu- 
na, is against the Gloria (Macapagal-Arroyo 
administration). They could have taken 
him,” Bravo said. 

Bravo said he and members of the human 
rights group Karapatan would visit police 
precincts as well as Camp Crame and Camp 
Aguinaldo on Monday to try to locate his 
brother. 


Lineup 

їп а text message yesterday, De Castro de- 
manded that the government produce mem- 
bers of the team that arrested the “Erap 5." 

“Witnesses in Porters abduction may be 
able to identify those who took him in a line- 
up,” the Bayan Muna official said, adding 
that after hearing tales of torture from the 
“Erap 5,” his group feared that Porter could 
be going through the same ordeal. 

The government, he said, has no “moral 
ascendancy” at this time to deny Porter's ab- 
duction. 

‘Commenting on the Porter case, Philip- 
pine National Police spokesperson Sr. Supt. 
Samuel Pagdilao Jr. said the police do not ar- 
rest people and hide the act. 


Charges 

“If there is a warrant for the arrest, we 
bring him (or her) to the court that issued 
the warrant. If it is a warrantless arrest, we 
file charges within the required period,” he 
said. 

Pagdilao said that as far as Porter was con- 
сетей, he had not received a report that a 
police unit had arrested the missing Bayan 
Muna member. 
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B Traffic 
rerouting 
experiment 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil along Shaw 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer met name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) starts in June 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


IN PREPARATION FOR HEAVIER TRAFFIC AS 
classes open next week, the Mandaluyong 
City government will implement an experi- 
mental traffic rerouting scheme on Shaw 
Boulevard beginning Thursday, June 1 

The rerouting, aimed at decongesting traf- 

} fe in the area, will be monitored during the 

entire month of June, the city public informa- 
tion office said. 

Posters will be put up to guide motorists on 
the changes. 


One way traffic 
From being two-way side streets, the fol- 
lowing routes will soon have one-way traffic: 
Bernardo Street from Най Street to Shaw 
Boulevard; Magalona Street from Shaw to 
2 Haig; Gomezville from Shaw to Guerrero 
Street; Luna Mencias going out to Shaw; 
Pilar Street from Shaw to Calderon Street; 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


METRO 
Traffic rerouting at Shaw begins in June 


Mabini Street from Shaw to San Juan; Ideal | 
Street from Shaw to Lee Street; Laurel Street 
from Shaw to Lee; Lee Street from Laurel Sr. 
to Shaw, Old Wack Wack Road from Shaw 
and Sto. Cristo Street going to Shaw. 

Motorists on the Pasig City-bound lane on 
Shaw Boulevard will no longer be allowed to 
turn left to the following streets: Bernardo, 
Luna Mencias, lee, Cruz, Araullo, 
Gomezville, Torres, Calderon, Pilar, Mabini, 
Ideal and Laurel. 


New rules 

On the Kalentong-bound lane, there will be 
no right turns to the following streets: Lee, 
Luna Mencias and Bernardo. 

Motorists cannot make а left turn to Laurel, 
E. Rodriguez, Bonifacio, Vicencio and Gonza- 
les streets. 

U-turns on Samat Street and on Sheridan- 
San Miguel Streetsare also nor allowed under 
the experimental rerouting scheme. 


METROBRIEFS 


Trader shot dead 

TWO robbers shot to death jewelry store owner 
Virgilio Avecilla, 53, as he was about to enter 
his house in Mandaluyong City on board his 
grey Nissan X-trali the other night. They also. 
{ook his bag which contained about P1 million 
Worth of jewelry in addition to P150,000 in 
cash. РОЗ Adonis Bacarra told the Inquirer that 
Avecilla refused to give his shoulder bag to the 
robbers who shot him twice in the chest. Bacar- 
та said Avecilla had just come from their store 
in Barangay Kalentong and was already in front 
of his house on Oliveros Street in Barangay 
Barangka Itaas at about 5:45 p.m. Thursday. 
His eldest son was opening the gate when two 
man suddenly got off a red Honda motorcycle, 
ran to the parked X-trail, and aimed their hand- 
guns at Avecilla. When one of the robbers 
grabbed his bag, Avecilla pulled it away and the 
{wo robbers shot him in the chest. The robbers 
then took the bag, ran back to the motorcycle 
where another suspect was waiting, and es- 
taped. Avecilla was already dead when he was 
brought о the Mandaluyong City Medical Cen- 
ter, Bacarra sad. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Request granted 

A QUEZON City judge on Wednesday granted 
the request for preliminary injunction filed by a 
photo marketing firm to prevent a trading com- 
pany from promoting and marketing a digital 
imaging technology in the Philippines. In а 
two-page order, Judge Ralph S. Lee of the QC 
Regional Trial Court Branch 83 approved the in- 
junction filed by Photokina Marketing Corp. 
against Aperture Trading Corp. with office ad- 
dress at Room A, Sth floor, Prosperity Center. 
Bldg. in Banawe, Quezon City. "Defendant and 
its agents and representatives are hereby en- 
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“Pintahan at Musikahan” 


ON May 27 and 28, establishments along 
Nicanor Garcia St., formerly Reposo, in Makati, 
will celebrate art and music, part of the series 
of activities to mark the city's foundation day. 
Thirty visual artists will paint a mural on the 
Parlance premises in Reposo while French 
films will be screened at the Alliance Française 
де Manille. An artists’ activity tent will be set up 
where visitors can try their skills in painting 
and music and guests can have their portraits 
done by visual artists for a fee. A lecture series 
will be held this afternoon at the Ricco Renzo 
Gallery, LRI Business Plaza on 210 N. Garcia 
Street. Topics and speakers are "The Beautiful 
‘Trees Along Reposo St." with Dr. Ike Tolentino 
of UP Los Baños, and "The Reposo Area of 
Spanish Yesteryears" with Guillermo Gomez. 
Tomorrow, there will be more lectures, and ап 
arts, crafts and food bazaar at the LRI Business. 
Plaza. From 5:30 p.m to 10 p.m., Lirio Salvador 
and Gilbert Sanchez will perform, along with 
the St. Scholastica Chamber Music Quartet, 
Coke Bolipata and his Camerata. The event is 
sponsored by Grupo Reposo. 
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WATCH THE DA VINCI CODE DECEPTION 


Sunday, May 28, 2006 
10 -11p.m. 
ABC 5 


SECURITY CHECK 
National Capita! Region Police Office chief Vidal Querol (center) and other police officials inspect different. 
universities in Metro Manila, like the University of Santo Tomas in photo, to ensure the safety of students when 
classes resume next month. 
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400 families homeless in Pasig fire 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


SOME 200 HOUSES MADE OF LIGHT MATE- 
rials were lost in a fire which hit Barangay 
Pinagbuhatan in Pasig City yesterday after- 
noon. 

FOL Salvador Norberte said about 400 
families lost their homes in the fire, the sec- 
ond to hit the crowded area on Caliwag 
Street, just behind the Mutya ng Pasig public 
market, ina span of abouta year. Four people 
were reportedly injured in the blaze. 


Ignacio Bunye's 


PRESS SECRETARY IGNACIO "TOTING" BUN- 
уез apology to Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel over a documentary portraying 
the senator as a destabilizer was not surpris- 
ing. 

The press secretary personally made the 
apology during a Senate hearing that he at- 
tended, 

He said any bad impression about the sena- 
tor as a result of the TV documentary was “un- 
fortunate and unintentional.” Pimentel, Bunye 
said, had always been “a fighter for democra- 
pa 

Bunye is a man in the truest sense if courage 
isa basis for manliness. It takes great courage to 
admit one's mistake. Toting Bunye apologizes 
for his mistakes. 

Several months ago, the press secretary apol- 
ogized to this columnist over а report that a 
well-known broadcaster was responsible forthe 
release of a person charged with terrorism. 

1 cited President Macapagal-Arroyo as my 
source of the report. The President told me the. 
information over lunch, citing military intelli 
gence. 

Bunye, apparently unaware of my luncheon 
meeting with his boss, denied that the story 
came from the President. 

Tong immediately made a public apology to 
this writer apparently after being told about the. 
lapse in communication at the Palace. 

But the more admirable trait of Bunye is his 
sense of gratitude. During the same Senate 
hearing, Bunye mentioned Pimente's role in 
making him what he is today. 

“1 would like to acknowledge that the good 
senator was instrumental in my appointment as 
officer in charge of Muntinlupa that launched 
my political career,” Bunye told Pimentel, who 
lightened up when he heard the remark. 

Pimentel was the local government secretary 
during the revolutionary government of Presi- 
dent Aquino. He replaced incumbent mayors at 
the time with persons who were friends of the 


Norberte estimated the damages at P8 mil- 
lion. 

City fire chief Ricardo Perdigon said the fire 
was electricity-related. "I heard some explo- 
sions, just like the sound of firecrackers. 
When 1 looked up, I saw the electrical wires 
beside my uncle's house already on fire,” 
Ronald Goyon told the Inquirer. 

The fire began at 3:55 p.m., first razing the 
house owned by Goyon's uncle, Eliseo. 

Firefighters managed to put out the fire a 
few minutes past six. 


admirable traits 
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new administration. 

People who express gratitude for a favor 
done to them are a rarity. 

Even during the time of Jesus Christ, grateful 
people were rare. Of the 12 lepers Jesus healed, 
only one came back to thank him. 

‘The release of five detained supporters of 
ousted President Joseph Estrada upon orders of 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez showed that 
the governments No. 1 lawyer is a thorough 
thinker, contrary to accusations by his critics. 

The five were arrested by the military on re- 
bellion charges. 

The justice secretary said the charges against 
the five accused were at best “circumstantial” 
and not sufficient to stand in court. 

“We (the government) are not always going 
for broke: we also go by the evidence,” he said, 
indirectly berating the military. 

1f Gonzalez were a "yes" man as his critics 

saim, would he have ordered the release of the 
five who the military accuses of having plotted 
to kill his boss, President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
and himself? 

The Bureau of Customs is being run by the 
courts, and not by Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales 

Morales, who had ordered a revamp of the 
bureau, has been stymied by temporary re- 
straining orders filed by subordinates affected 
by his move. 

Of what use is a chief who can't reassign his 
men? 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


The /YORLD 


HA”. 


Subtropic warming seen creating bigger deserts 


WASHINGTON—EARTHS AT- 
mosphere is warming faster over 
the subtropics than anywhere 
else, which could mean bigger 
deserts and more drought from 
Africa to Australia to the Middle 
East, researchers said on Thurs- 
day. 

‘The fast-heating area girdles 
the globe at about 30 degrees 
north and south latitude, crossing 
the southern United States, 
southern China and north Africa 
in the Northern Hemisphere, and 
southern Australia, South Africa 


In Japan, 
ex-Livedoor 
execs admit 
to fraud 


TOKYO—FORMER EXECUTIVES 
of the once high-flying Internet firm 
Livedoor admitted Friday to fraud 
allegations as they went on trial for 
a scandal that rocked Japan's finan- 
cial and political circles. 

The four executives, once 
known for their casual dress and 
brash ways, wore dark suits and 
looked humbly at the ground as 
prosecutors read charges of hid- 
ing financial losses. 

“In principle, I acknowledge 
that the facts in the indictment 
are correct,” Ryoji Miyauchi, 
Livedoor's 38-year-old former 
chief financial officer, told the 
‘Tokyo District Court. 

“Î am examining myself over 
the crime I have committed. 1 feel 
very sorry for causing trouble to 
many people,” he said. 

The three other execu- 
tives—Fumito Kumagai, Fumito 
‘Okamoto and Osanari Nakamu- 
ra—also admitted all or part of 
the charges. However, two ас. 
countants who are also on trial 
denied they cooked the books. 

‘The former top executives are 
expected to allege wrongdoing by 
Livedoors flamboyant founder, 
Takafumi Horie, whose trial is ex- 
pected in July. 

Horie, who less than a year ago 
тап for parliament with the blessing 
of Prime Minister Junichiro Koizu- 
mi, has maintained his innocence. 

The spiky-haired 33-year-old 
used to be a media darling for 
mounting aggressive, albeit un- 
successful, takeover bids and 
showing up at Japan's formal cor- 
porate board rooms in a Tshirt. 

Prosecutors said the four exec- 
utives on trial Friday “conspired” 
with Horie and falsely reported 
5.03 billion yen ($45 million) in 
pretax profit for the year to 
September 2004 to hide actual 
losses of some 300 million yen at 
the company. AFP 


and southern South America in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 

Based on 25 years of satellite 
data, researchers at the Universi- 
ty of Washington also determined 
that the jet streams—a pattern of 
westerly winds that help drive 
weather in both hemi- 
spheres—have shifted about 70 
miles (112.7 km) toward their re- 
spective poles. 

This is important because the 
jet streams mark the northern 
and southern boundaries of the 
tropie climate zones, said John 
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O JERUSALEM 
Israelis dance with flags May 25 during the Jerusalem Day parade in downtown Jerusalem. More than 
40,000 Israelis turned out to mark the 39th anniversary of the unification of Jerusalem, when Israel 
wrested east Jerusalem from Jordanian control during the Arab-Israeli war on June 7, 1967. 


‘Wallace, an atmospheric scientist 
and coauthor of a research paper 
in this week's Science journal 
The jet streams' shift toward the 
poles means the zones are ex- 
panding. 

The research is not predictive, 
but does show a long-term trend, 
‘Wallace said by telephone. 

“IE (this jet-stream shift) is go- 
ing to stop and it just ends up be- 
ing 70 miles (112.7 km), that's 
nota big deal,” he said. “But if it 
were to continue at the same rate 
over the next century, then that 


would amount to a couple of hun- 
dred kilometers and that would 
start to have significant effects.” 

‘The dry subtropical climate re- 
gions, which contain some of the 
world's major deserts, could en- 
roach into temperate regions, 
Wallace said. Areas such as the 
Mediterranean, southern Europe 
and the northem part of the Mid- 
dle East could have a tendency to- 
ward more drought, Wallace said. 

The same might happen in 
southern Australia and South 
Africa, he said. 
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Theft of data on US veterans may cost 5500M 


WASHINGTON--THE HEAD OF 
the US Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs faced angry lawmakers on 
Thursday and described how the 
theft of a device the size of an iPod 
containing personal data on 26.5 
million veterans may cost taxpay- 
ers as much as $500 million. 

“Asa veteran myself... am mad 
аз hell,” Veterans Affairs Secretary 


Jim Nicholson told the House 
‘Committee on Veterans Affairs 

Nicholson said a department 
employee who had taken the data 
home without authorization was 
placed on administrative leave 
and “other people are also in my 
sights asa result of this.” The data 
was stolen from the employee's 
home in Maryland. 
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NICE TO HAVE AROUND THE HOUSE? 
"Two 9-week-old jaguar cubs look out from their exhibit at the 
Stone Zoo in Stoncham, Mass., May 25, 


Nicholson said he could not 
promise the government would 
cover all potential losses by veter- 
ans, but suggested Congress pass 
alawtodoso. 

“There is no sign that any of this 
(stolen names, Social Security num- 
bers and birth dates) is being used at 
this time,” Nicholson said. Criminals 
сап use such data in creditcard 


fraud and other identity theft scams. 
Asked how much it would cost to 
prevent and cover potential losses, 
Nicholson estimated “way north of 
$100 million” and did not rule outa 
total cost as high as $500 million. 
Members of the panel, however, 
said they see the incident as part of 
broader administrative problems 
in the department. Reuters 


Pope says Mass 
at Warsaw square 


WARSAW,  POLAND—POPE 
Benedict XVI celebrated Mass for 
an estimated 270,000 people Fri- 
day in a rain-drenched Warsaw 
square where his predecessor, 
John Paul Il, inspired Poland's 
Solidarity movement against 
communist rule ina historic 1979 
visit. 

People lined the street to wave 
and cheer as Benedict's popemo- 
bile passed, and church bells 
pealed. An aide held an umbrella 
as Benedict ascended a high Mass 
platform topped by a 25-meter 
metal cross. 

Spectators stood resolutely in 
ponchos and under umbrellas, 
filling vast Pilsudski Square be- 
fore the 9:30 a.m. start, deter- 
mined to see Benedict pay tribute 
to his friend and mentor—a main 
theme of his trip to Poland. 

‘Aneta Owczarek, 18, dripping 
wet without a raincoat, said she 
wouldn't consider going inside. 

“No way,” she said. “This is one 
of the most important events that 


could ever happen in Poland and 
we don’t know if we'll ever see 
the Pope here again.” 

Boy Scouts distributed 
tarpaulins for rain cover, and peo- 
ple climbed on fences and sang 
along with the choir. 

The choice of site for the Mass. 
recalled John Paul I's bold call to 
"renew the face of this land" at 
the square, then called Victory 
Square, during his triumphant 
first visit to his native land after 
being elected Pope. 

His appearance challenged the 
atheist communist authorities and 
is credited by Solidarity founder 
Lech Walesa with energizing the 
emerging trade union resistance to 
Soviet-backed communist rule, 
"which collapsed in 1989-90. 

The crowd was less than in 
1979, when some 300,000 peo- 
ple jammed the square, with 
some 750,000 in the surrounding 
streets. Police spokesperson 
Pawel Bicdziak provided Friday's 
crowd estimate. AP 


The study does not address 
whether this warming is due to 
the greenhouse effect or some 
other factor. It is different from 
previous models, which saw the 
fastest warming in the tropics, 
rather than the subtropics. 

The greenhouse effect is see 
asa major cause for global warm- 
ing, in which so-called green- 
house gases, especially carbon 
dioxide, swaddle the Earth like a 
blanket, keeping the sun's 
warmth. 

Some greenhouse warming is 


natural, but many scientists be- 
lieve that accelerated warming 
over the last century was caused 
by human activities including 
coal-burning power plants and 
the use of other fossil fuels. 
Faster subtropical warming in 
the lower atmosphere, which 
moves the jet streams, could push 
storm tracks toward the poles, 
possibly reducing winter precipi- 
tation in places like southern Eu- 
rope, including the Alps, and 
southern Australia, the scientists 
saidinastatement. Reuters 


Nepal king warned: 
Behave or you’re dust 


KATMANDU—HUMBLED KING 
Gyanendra must "behave" or he 
has no future even as a ceremoni- 
al monarch, Finance Minister Dr. 
Ram Sharan Mahat told AFR re- 
vealing a royal spending spree 
before absolute rule was brought 
toan end. 

Gyanendra's conduct had been 
"very good" in the month since he 
relinquished his 14-month grip 
on power and watched as parlia- 
ment slashed his powers, wiped 
the word "royal" from the na- 
tion's institutions and ended 
Nepal's status as the world's last 
Hindu kingdom. 

Mahat has vowed to cut back 
on spiraling palace expenses that 
rose to more than $10 million in 
the nine months before Gyanen- 
dra stepped aside following 
weeks of mass rebellion against 
his total rule, 

‘That sum, when the king had to- 


tal control over palace finances un- 
regulated by politicians, was six 
times the total for all of 2001-02, 
according to central bank figures. 

Premier Girija Prasad Koirala 
has met several times with Gya- 
nendra since becoming head of 
an interim government but offi- 
cials have given few details of 
their palace talks. 

However, Nepali Congress col- 
league Mahat said Gyanendra 
should still be seen as a “unifying 
symbol” and the party would 
back him in а ceremonial 
role—but the issue had not been 
broached by the premier. 

“They still have not talked 
about his future,” Mahat said. 
“The prime minister obviously 
advised him to adjust himself to 
the new situation. He couldn't 
have said no. He had no choice,” 

Mahat said the monarch must 
acceptaceremonialrole. АЕР 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Probe expected to show Marines killed Iraqis 


WASHINGTON—A military investigation into the deaths of two dozen Iraqis 
last November is expected to find that a small number of Marines in western 
iraq carried out extensive, unprovoked killings of civilians, said congres- 
sional, military and Pentagon officials on Thursday. Two lawyers involved in 
discussions about individual Marines’ defenses said they thought the inves- 
tigation could result in charges of murder, a capital offense. That possibility 
and the emerging details of the killings have raised fears that the incident 
could be the gravest case involving misconduct by American ground forces 
in Iraq. Officials briefed on preliminary results of the inquiry said the civil 
ians killed at Haditha, a lawless, insurgent-plagued city deep in Sunni-domi- 
nated Anbar Province, did not die from a makeshift bomb, as the military 
first reported, or in cross-fire between Marines and attackers, as was lator 
‘announced. A separate inquiry has been started to find whether the events 
were deliberately covered up. Evidence indicates that the civilians were 
killed during a sustained sweep by a small group of Marines that lasted 
three to five hours and included shootings of five men standing near a taxi 
ata checkpoint and killings inside atleast two homes that included women 
and children, officials said. NYT 


Car bomb attack kills 8 in Baghdad 
BAGHDAD—A car bomb exploded in an outdoor market Friday in eastern 
Baghdad, kiling at least eight people and wounding 31, police said, as Iraq's 
now prime minister expressed hope two key security posts could be filed 
Within days. The announcement came on Thursday, a бау that saw 13 
Kings, including the deaths of two US soldiers who were killed by a road- 
side bomb in southern Baghdad. Violence resumed Friday when а car bomb 
exploded in an outdoor market in eastern Baghdad, kiling at least eight peo- 
ple and wounding 31, hospital security official Sot. Sabah Muhsin said, AP 


Hun Sen bans 3G phones over porn fears 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—Prime Minister Hun Sen on Friday banned 
video-capable mobile phones in Cambodia ina bid at curbing the dissemi- 
nation of pornography, heeding a request from his wife. Bun Rany, along 
with the wives of several other senior government officials, recently urged 
Hun Sen to prohibit the use of third-generation, or 3G, phones in the impov- 
erished country because they can be used to spread obscene images. 
Phones with 3G technology can receive more digital information than thelr 
predecessors and offer features such as high-speed Internet access, high 
‘ually video, and music services. In a petition addressed to Hun Sun dated 
May 19, Bun Rany argued that obscene images have “gravely negative con- 
sequences for social morally" and could increase the "sexual exploitation 
of women and children and other vices that would cast our society as a very 
dark on 


POPE Benedict XVI at the Warsaw cathedral May 25. The Pope has 
urged Catholics in Poland to keep the memory of John Paul Il alive, алек 
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Bush, Blair acknowledge 


mistakes, defend Iraq war 


WASHINGTON—US PRESIDENT 
George W. Bush and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair bluntly ac- 
knowledged that the Iraq war had 
been marked by "mistakes" and 
“missteps” but insisted that the 
| world must support the new 
Baghdad government. 


During an extraordinary 50-minute White. 
House press conference Thursday, the politi- 
cal brothers-in-arms expressed distress at 
many aspects of the campaign which brought 
down Saddam Hussein but also undermined 
their own popularity 

Bush expressed regret for the Abu Ghraib 
prison scandal and some of his tough-talking 
comments. 

Blair said the “de-Baathification” of 
Irag--the clearing out of Saddam follow- 
ers--had been badly handled. 


at the White House 
East Room press 
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BUSH and Blair (left) 


conference, де 


nag 


There was none of the determined bravado 
that marked earlier press conferences after their 
regular meetings over the past three years. 

“No question that the Iraq war has created a 
sense of consternation here in America,” said 
Bush. “I mean, when you tum on your TV 
screens and see innocent people die day in and. 
day out, itaffects the mentality of our country" 

“Not everything since liberation has turned 
ош as the way we had expected or hoped. 
We've learned from our mistakes, adjusted 
our methods and have built on our successes," 
said the US president. 

Bush said he should not have made gung-ho 
comments such as "bring 'em on” when refer- 
ting to the insurgents in July 2003 as the attacks 
‘on US troops and Iraqi civilians mounted 

“I learned some lessons about expressing 
myself maybe in a little more sophisticated 
manner,” he declared. 

Both Bush and Blair have seen their public 
standings collapse over the past year, in large 
part because of the war, but both insist they 
were right to order the March 2003 invasion. 

“The decision to remove Saddam Hussein 
from power was controversial. We did not 
find the weapons of mass destruction that we 
all believed were there, and that’s raised 
questions about whether the sacrifice in Iraq 
has been worth it," Bush said. 

“Despite setbacks and missteps, I strongly 
believe we did and are doing the right thing,” 
he added, 

Bush refused to set a timetable for the with- 
drawal of the 135,000 US troops in Iraq, in- 
sisting “we will keep the force level there nec- 
essary to win.” 

With a majority of US public opinion now 
against the war, Bush said, “Its important for 
the American people to know that politics 
isn't going to make the decision as to the size 
of our force level.” AFP 


It could be 
Blair's last visit 
to White House 


By Jennifer Loven 


WASHINGTON—THE BRITISH PRESS AC- 
companying Prime Minister Tony Blair to the 
White House seomed to take it for granted 
that he isn't long for his world leader role. On, 
ly President George W. Bush protested--even 
Blair never bothered to correct them. 

"Wait a minute,” Bush said after a second 
question from the British side assumed Blair's 
departure as fact. 

Blair's government has lurched from crisis 
to crisis in recent weeks, and his Labor Party 
suffered a severe setback in recent local elec- 
tions, Blair has said he will not stand in the 
next general election slated for 2010, but 
members of his own party have called on him 
to issue a timetable for departing sooner. 

Though Blair has not done so publicly, it 
was reported over the weekend in Britain that 
Blair has told ministers that he plans to leave. 
office next summer. Blair's office has refused 
to confirm the arrangement. 

One British reporter asked Blair cheekily if 
his talk about the necessity of vigorous lead- 
ership at the United Nations amounts to a job 
application, The British leader said it wasn't, 
but then expounded at length on the need for 
strong international institutions and used the 
nuclear standoff with Iran as an example, 

Later in the hourlong news conference that 
alternated between questions from the US and 
British media, another member of Blair's press 
corps started with "Prime Minister, this is possi- 
bly your last official visit to Washington as 
prime minister” The reporter asked both lead- 
ers what they will miss about each other. 

“ТЇ miss those red ties is what I'l miss," 
said the US president, looking at his colleague 
in blue shirt and red tie and then turning 
more serious about perhaps the most stead- 
fast ally he has in the world. 

"Don't count him outlet me tell it to you 

Bush said. “I know a man of resolve 
and vision and courage, and I—my attitude is 
T want him to be here so long as l'm the presi- 
dent.” АР 
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RP OPEN 


Juvic 4 behind leaders 


Strange, Chang share halfway 1-stroke lead 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


T JUVIC PAGUNSAN MADE THE 
adjustments early Thursday 
evening, shook off the jitters 
yesterday, and for the third 
Straight year made himself a 


His 138 total was matched later on by Yeh, the 
1993 champion at Southwoods who fired a 69, 
which England's Chris Rodgers duplicated move 
up to solo third, one shot back at 139. 

Yeh made up for an atrocious day off the tee by 
using just 24 putts, while Rodgers had six birdies 
against three bogeys. 

Meanwhile, officials of the Asian Тош, the Na- 
tional Golf Association of the Philippines and 


nounced an increase of $300,000 in the prize 
money while making the event the Tour’ kickoff 
leg starting nextyear. 

‘Leandro Mendoza, president of the NGAR and 
Louie Martin, the Asian Tour's executive director, 
also gave Abalos and Wack Wack hosting rights 
for the next two years. В 

"Wei Landu, another Taiwanese, fell from sec- 
ond to a tie for seventh along with four others af- 


SCOTT Strange takes a breather and plays with his golf ball while 
awaiting his turn to tee off at No. 9. пота 


‘The second-round scores: 

138—. Strange (Aus) 68-70, Yeh CT (Тре) 69-68; 133—С. Rodgers (Eng) 70-69; 
442-29. Pagunsan 72-70, В. Gibson (Can) 70-72, S. К. Naing (Myn) 72-70; 143—A. R. 
Zahari (Mas) 73-70, U. Park (Aus) 72-71, M. Both (Aus) 73-70, Lu WL (Тре) 69-74, б. 
Simpson (Aus) 71-72; 144—A. Kang (US) 72-72, R. Pactolerin 74-72, C. La'0 70-74, J. 
Knutzon (US) 72-72, Hsieh CS (The) 71-73; 145—L Austin (Aus) 74-71, В. les (NZ) 76- 
69, G. Rosales 73-72, B. Hume (Sco) 69-76. A. Porter (Aus) 73-72, D. Singh (Ind) 75-70, 
ıJ. dawes (Aus) 70-75, J. Delariarte 76-69; 146—Poh EW (Sin) 73-73, В. Saltus (US) 74- 
72. С. Warren (Aus) 73-73, S. Griffis (Eng) 75-71, С. Harris (US) 74-72, SSP Chowrasla 
(ind) 74-72, A. Que 71-75, Wang TC (Tpe) 74-72, R. Moir (Aus) 77-69, S. Nash (Aus) 69- 
TI, G: Mann (Ind) 73-73; 147—М. Pucay 72-77, M. Keegan (Aus) 71-76. К. Chun (NZ) 
70-77, Chen TC (Toe) 74-73, H. Perks (Aus) 73-74, G. Rusnak (US) 73-74, M. Dumandan 
(8) 73-74; 148—E. Salvador 78-70, J. Bayron (a) 75-73, A. Murakami 71-77, A. Blyth 
(Aus) 71-77, В. Lee (NZ) 73-78, H. Kahlon (Ind) 75-73, J. Шррйап (Ger) 72-76, A. Pres- 
пед (Aus) 73-75. 


hot contender in the Philip- 
pine Open. 

Pagunsan assumed his place on the leader- 
board as the top Filipino pro after a 2-under par 
70 gave him a share of fourth spot halfway 
through the $200,000 Asian Tour event, just four 
shots off the lead jointly held by Australian Scott 
Strange and Taiwanese Chang Ting yeh. 

In only his second start as a pro in his native 
зой, Pagunsan mixed six birdies with four bogeys 
to join 2003 champ Rick Gibson (72) and Soe 
Kyaw Naing of Myanmar at 142. 

“The bogeys I made were all because of bad 
luck,” Pagunsan, the low amateur and a top 10 
finisher in the last two years, told the Inguaz in 
Filipino. “They were lip-outs, bad bounces, ес. 
With luck in the weekend, Td say we have a pret- 
ty good chance at making a run at the tile 
again.” 

The 28-year-old was one of 16 local bets who. 
‘made it to weekend play as 30 of their country- 
men fell short of the cut pegged at 150—six- 
over—induding former winner Cassius Casas, 
whose second round 78 gave him a 157. 

Strange, meanwhile, played steady for the sec- 
ond straight day and fired а 70. But he missed the 
solo lead with a bogey on the 18th after his grip 
slipped а litle on his downswing in his approach. 


Wack Wack president Ben Abalos yesterday an 
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Laylo trium 


STANDINGS Aller Round 5 

Men: 15.5-Russia, Armonia; 15-Netherands: 145 
Uzbekistan; 14-Sweden, Bulgaria, Ukraine, iran, Be- 
Jarus, Spain, United States; 13.5-China, Greece, Brazil, 
Germany, India: 13-Scotand, Georgia, Denmark, Croat- 
т, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Romania, Israel, celand, 
Indonesia, Serbia & Montenegro; 12.5-Swtzerland, 
“Azerbaijan, Cuba, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Ireland, 
England, Peru, Argentina, 12-Paraquay Turkey. FY- 
ROM. Slovenia, France, Portugal, Algeria, Vietnam. 
Norway: 11.5-Ausira, ` Albania, Mexico,” Moldova, 
Ecuador, Philippines, aly, Lithuania. 

Women:12 5-Russia: 12- Ukraine; 11.5 Hungary: 11- 
Spain. Mongol, United States, Romani, Armeria, In- 
Ча, Slovenia, Bulgaria; 10 5-Kazakhstan, Slovakia; 10- 
Lithuania hina, Poland. Georgia. France. Estonia 95-1 
Salvador, Lava, Serbia & Montenegro, Vietnam: 9- 
‘Moldova, Israel. Greece, Netherlands, Croatia, Tork- 
menstan, Belarus; 85-England, Philippines, Venezuela, 
“Try, Uzbekistan, Ecuador, Indonesia, Mexico 


By Roy Luarca 


TURIN, ITALY--IT WAS DARWIN LAYLO'S 
turn toshine in round 5 Thursday when һе 
extracted the full point that enabled the 
Philippines to salvage a 2-2 Че with Lithua- 
nia in the 37th Chess Olympiad at the 
Olympic Village here. 

Deftiy handling black, the two-time na- 
tional champion downed Fide Master Airi- 
das Savickas in 64 moves of a Scandinavian 
defense to compensate for the loss of Grand- 
master Mark Paragua on board 1. 

The third draw against lower-ranked op- 
ponents pulled down the Filipinos toa share 
of 48th-56th places in the men's division 
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with 11.5 points. 


"The Filipinas, on the other hand, contin- 
ued their seesaw campaign by besting Italy 
B, 25-05, and climbing to joint 34th-41st. 
‘The 25-year-old Laylo, who hails from Li- 
pa, Batangas, was two pawns up and threat- 
ening mate with his queen and king when 


Savickas finally resigned. 


Grandmaster Eugene Torre failed to sus- 
tain his attack on GM Vidmantas Mal- 
isauskas and agreed to split the point after 


40 moves of a Pire defense on board 2. 


Itwas the same case with GM Rogelio An- 
tonio Je, who was held to a draw by IM Dar- 
ius Zagorskas in 28 moves of a Sicilian- 


Rosolimo variation. 


FE) 
А 


DANNY lidefonso (middle) of San Miguel finds himself too covered by the Air21 


defense and tries to pass out to a waiting Dorian Peña Wednesday night. The 


Express defeated the Beermen, 110-98. 


Sherwood Toyota, Montaña slight semis’ picks 


golf tilt 
ends today 


‘THREE CLUB CHAMPIONS BAN- 
пега cast of at least 150 players see- 
ing action in the fourth Sherwood 
Hills Invitational member-guest 
‘tournament of the Sherwood Hills 
‘Golf and Country Club in Gen. Trias, 

“Cavite, which ends today. 

‘Aggregate play will be the format 

* on the final day after Fridays best 
ball competition at the popular Jack 
Nicklaus designed course. 

The shotgun teeoff is set at 8 
ал. 
‘Club champions Yuichiro Nakan- 

ТЕМ (Sherwood Hills), Shean Bedi 
(Camp John Hay) and Jingy Tuason 
(Sta. Elena) will try to cary their re- 

ive partners to the tie. 
‘Sherwood Hills chair of the board 

“Bob Sobrepefia and Trece Martires 
City Mayor Jun Sagun hit the cere- 
‘monial blis 
. They were joined by Sherwood 
'house committee chair Ruben Payu- 

10, sports and games chair Jimmy 
Borromeo and Sherwood Hills ofi- 
‘erin charge Jayson Yu. 
$ Major sponsors are Golforce, Club 
Leisure Management, Asia Pacific 
{Golf Corp, Federal Management, 
"Kork Inc., Corporate Ай, Warbird, In- 

formation Professionals Inc., Isuzu, 
“Mabuhay Golf and MRT. The minor 
sponsors are Camp John Hay Devel- 
“opment, Camp John Hay Golf Club, 

“Sports Specialist, Custom Clubmak- 
ers, Edlyn Enterprises, Citibank, 

Southwoods Manor and Wilson. 


GAMES TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center) 
2p.m.—Montafa vs Harbour Centre. 
4p.m.—loycta Otis vs Rain or Shine. 


TOYOTA OTIS, THE REVELATION OF THE 
tournament, tries to sustain its inspired 
form against Rain or Shine at the start of 
their best-of-five semifinal series today in 
the PBL Unity Cup. 

“Theyre in high spirits, they're well 
motivated,” noted coach Leo Austria, 
whose Elasto Painters will be the slight 
underdogs against the Sparks in their 4 
p.m. duel at the Olivarez Sports Center in 
Parahaque. 

‘The Montafia Jewels, who clinched the 


CARMONA, CAVITE—MATTEO GUIDI- 
celli of Alessandra Racing guns for his 
third win in a row today when the 2006 
Shell Helix-Cali Superkarting Series re- 
turns to its old home, the Carmona Cir- 
cuit Philippines, today. 

The 16-year-old Guidicell is expected 
to be challenged anew by two equally 
strong contenders for the Karter of the 
Year award—Birel drivers Marion 
Stockinger and Indy Villalon. 

Villalon gave Guidicelli quite a fight in 
the last leg with Stockinger checking in a 
close third in the combined Formula 125 
and Rotax Max Seniors race of this event 
sponsored by Pilipinas Shell Helix, San 
Miguel Corp., Denso Iridium Power, Hon- 
da Phils. Eastway Company, Aeromed 
‘Ambulance Transport and official tires 
Yokohama Kart Tires. 

Also in the stellar cast are Jean Stefano 


AUGUST ORA CIZ 


Guidicelli eyes 3rd kart win 


Pals defang 
Tigers, end 
long slump 


GAME TOMORROW (Araneta Coliseum) 
6 pm.—Air21 vs Coca-Cola (playoff for last 
‘quarterfinal sit) 


4 By june Navarro 


ANTIPOLO  CITY—MAC 
Cardona has the uncanny 
ability to strike when 
least expected. 


Cardona sneaked in several momen- 
tum-shifing baskets to help Talk N Text 
subdue Coca-Cola, 83-71, and end the 
Phone Pals’ six-game losing streak at the 
close of the Gran Matador-PBA Philippine 
Cup dassification round last night at the 
Ynares Center 

While the win did nothing but boost the 
morale of the Phone Pals, the loss drove 
the Tigers into a playoff tomorrow with the 
Air21 Express for the third and last out- 
right quarterfinal berth after both finished 
а179. 

‘The loser of the Tigers-Express game 
drops into the company of tailenders made 


No. 2 semifinal seeding behind the 
Sparks, will also face the similarly in- 
spired Harbour Centre Portmasters in the 
other semis showdown earlier at 2 p.m. 

Barely making it to the quarterfinal 
playoffs, the Portmasters overcame 
Granny Goose's twice-to-beat advantage 
to complete the Final Four cast. 

So expectedly, coach Jorge Gallent 
plans to stick to his game plan that turned 
the Portmasters into formidable con- 
tenders after a dismal start. 

“We're doing very little adjustments for 
the game against Montaña,” said Gallent. 
“They have deadly shooters, so we just 
have to stay in the game. If not, it will be 


Marcelo of M&M Racing, Daniel Cleak of 
Bosch Intelco, Oliver Aquino and Allan Uy 
of Alessandra Racing, Marcel Thenu and | 
the fast-rising Paolo Eslao. ! 

The event will serve as tune-up for local 
karters competing in the second leg of the 
2006 Asian Karting Open Championship 
‘which the Philippines will be hosting on 
June 9-11 also at the Carmona track. 

‘Also favored in this series sanctioned 
by the Philippine Intemational Karting 
‘Association (Pika) are Bobby Domingo, 
Vencer John Suba of JeT Racing and John 
Marcelo of Marcelo Racing. 

Domingo seeks a repeat over Tiny Go 
of the Cebu Racing Group and Ysabel Po- 
tenciano of M&M Racing in the Rotax 
Мах Novice class while Suba eyes anoth- 
er victory in the Formula SL division 
against Von Medrano and lady karter 
Samantha Santiago. 


-Ardina coasts to Asia-Pacific victory 


SINGAPORE—DOTTIE ARDINA STRUG- 
gled with a six-over-par 78 but sil coasted 
toan 1-stroke victory in gir 11-12 years 
division at the close of the Asia-Pacific golf 
championships at the Singapore Island 
Country Club course here. 

Starting the day with a six-stroke lead, 
the 12-year-old Ardina steadily pulled 
away in the final round as her rivals from 
‘Thailand and Hong Kong got stymied by 
the very tough conditions of the SICC Is- 
land course. 


Ardina wound up with а 226 aggre- 
gate, leaving behind Moria Jutanugam of 
Thailand, who ballooned to an 83 for 
237, and Sharon Lee of Hong Kong, who 
scored an 80 for 238. 

‘Ardina thus added an Asian trophy to 
her vast collection of victories that in- 
clude a Junior World crown in 2002 and 
four straight diadems in the US Kids 
world championships. 

Gerry Handog, the head of the Philip- 
pine delegation to this event, said Ardina 


was just a class above the rest. 

“From the start, we felt that Dottie will 
be very hard to beat. Her game has ma- 
tured a lot ever since she became a world 
champion and this win will boost her 
confidence in the coming months of com- 
petitions in the United States,” Handog 
said. 

In Manila, Jungolf Foundation of the 
Philippines chair Amalia Montecillo and 
president Bang Матагй also praised Ardi- 
ma for again giving honor to the country. 


Juvic... 


Paragua blundered in the middle game, 
exchanging queens that enabled Rozentalis 
to seize momentum and gain center control. 

“1 should have taken the knight with the 
bishop instead and Id be OK,” said Paragua, 
who had drawn his first three games. 

Men's team captain Sammy Estimo said 
his wards have yet to find their rhythm. 

“Those playing white should be able to 
deliver, but so far its been the reverse,” said 
Estimo, noting that FMs Oliver Dimakling 
and Wesley So, both rookie Olympians, had 
also scored with black. 

The Filipinos, bidding to improve on their 
19th place finish in the 2004 Calvia 
Olympiad, try to get back on track when 


up of the Phone Pals, the Ginebra Kings and 
the Sta. Lucia Realtors. The four then go in- 
to a single round wildcard series with the 
survivor completing the quarterfinal cast. 

‘Cardona, a rookie out of De La Salle 
University, finished with a game-high 20 
points, induding a signature one-hand 
floater that fueled a fiery close by the 
Phone Pals, who finished the classification 
round with a 6-10 slate. 

“Even though we lost six straight games, 
the team has not los is confidence," said 
Talk N Text coach Derrick Pumaren. 

The top team after the wildcard phase 
advances to the bestoffive quarterfinal 
against the third-seeded Red Bull, which 
lost to Ginebra, 109-107, in the second 
game. 

The scores: 

First Game: 

TALK "N TEXT 83—Cardona 20, Carey 14, Alapag 
^3, Riso 10, Tana 9, Fran 5, Alado 5, Pablo 3 
Washington 2. Juinio 2. 

COCA-COLA 71—Pesk 11, Aigo 11, Singson 8, 
моло û, Малай 7, Reavis 7, Miranda 6, Abarertos 
6 Francisco 6, Capati 1 

балек 19-20, 4135, 65-61, 8371. 


hard for us to beat Montaña.” 

‘Coach Nel Parado knows that the Jew- 
els elimination-round sweep of the Port- 
masters hardly matters since Joseph Yeo, 
LA Tenorio and Chico Lanete have been 
unstoppable for Harbour Centre recently. 

Although the Jewels have been turning 
to Alex Compton for leadership, Mon- 
тайа strength lies in its balanced of- 
fense. In fact, none of the Мопгайа play- 
ers averages in double figures this confer- 
ence. 

Fil-Am center Joe Devance will power 
Toyota Otis’ bid to show its domination of 
the eliminations was no fluke. 

Jasmine W. Payo 


Spring-NBC 
trims Taiwan 


HUA LIEN, Taiwan-.-The Spiing Cooking Oil- 
NBC North Selection steadied in the home- 
stretch to subdue Taiwan's SBL-Antelopes, 
89-86, Thursday in the Hua Lien Probation 
Basketball Championship here. Magnun 
Membrere topscored with 25 points, includ- 
ing five triples, while Harold Sta. Cruz and 
Rodel Mallari combined for 23 rebounds to 
help Spring-NBC level its record at one-win 
and one-loss. The Filipinos, backed by 
Spring Cooking Ой, Tagaytay City Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino, Philippine Airlines, Lagu- 
na and Bacchus/Harbour Centre, dropped а 
98-101 decision to Dacin SBL YMY in thelr 
debut Wednesday. 


From page A21 


tera 74 for 143 even as 1991 winner Robert 
Pactolerin carded a 70 to tie Cookie LaO 
(74) in 12th spot at level 144. 

Gerald Rosales, the second placer behind 
‘Aussie Adam Le Vesconte last year, matched 
par for 145, the same total posted by 
Jherome Delariane, who fired а 69. 

Marvin Dumandan fired a 74 and contin- 
ued to lead the amateur race at 147. Jay Bay- 
ron stood a stroke back after a 73 for 148. 

"The other noted Filipino casualties were 
Rey Pagunsan (76-151), Tony Lascuna (75- 
153), Antolin Femando (73-153), former 
amateur champ Jun Bemis (78-154), Carito 
Villaroman (79-163) and amateurs Tonlits 
Asistio (78-156), Matthew Manotoc (80- 
170) and John Policarpio (89-171). 
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ph seals draw with Lithuania 


they tangle with the Ecuadorians in round 6 
on Saturday. 

Woman National Masters Catherine Pere- 
na and Sherily Cua delivered for the Philip- 
pines, hurdling Maria Teressa Атепа and 
Veronika Goi, respectively 

Woman Intemational Master Beverly 
Mendoza was held to a draw by Mariana 
Chierici as the Filipinas boosted their drive 
to improve on their 48th place finish in 
Сама. 

“So far so good,” said women's team cap- 
tain Cesar Caturla. “The girs are raring to 
fight itout." 

"They will again face a tougher foe in the 
Belarusians in round 6. 


‘Filipinos have 
what it takes to 
be in the NBA 


BEIJING, CHI- 
na—Every year 
around this 
time, Adidas 
Philippines se- 
lects the two 
best players 
from the 15- 
year-old and 
under category 
of the three-on- 
three Streetball Beth Celis 
tournament to 

send to the Adidas Superstar Camp 
where they undergo training under 
world experts and get the chance to play 
two-on-two with NBA cagers. 

This year, the anointed ones were 6- 
foot-5 Vince Fran of La Salle Green- 
hills, son of former PBA cager Ray- 
mund Fran, and 6-foot Kevin John 
Gamboa of Ateneo. The two left for 
Beijing this week to join 62 other play- 
ers (aged 18 and below)from all over 
Asia, in the 5-day basketball camp. 

Aside from honing their skills and 
learning something new, Vince and 
Kevin will aspire to make it to the All- 
Star team which will undergo further 
training in Atlanta, Georgia in July. 

‘The All-Stars will be composed of 10 
players culled from a group of 24 se 
finalists who participated in the Bei- 
jing camp. The Philippines Ken Barra- 
созо made it to this group two years 
ago in Shanghai, 


IN HUDDLE 


At the Camp, we had the chance to 
interview NBA cagers Dwight 
Howard of the Orlando Magic and TJ 
Ford of the Milwaukee Bucks, Tracy 
McGrady's personal trainer Wayne 
Hall, and legendary NBA coach and 
player KC Jones, who celebrated his 
74th birthday last Thursday. 

What I found most interesting in 
the round of interviews conducted 
separately was the consensus among 
the four that the Filipinos basically 
have what it takes to make it to the 
NBA. Despite our height disadvan- 
tage. 

All of them agreed that there is a 
place for the small man in the NBA. 

For TJ Ford, who is considered Fil- 
ipino-size at 5-foot-11, the intangi- 
bles come into play for the aspirant. 

“If you're small like me, you have 
to work ten times harder and you 
have to be ten times smarter,” he 
said. 

He listed down confidence, per- 
sonality, work ethics and belief in 
oneself as survival factors in the 
NBA. 


Wayne Hall, who has been T-Mac's 
personal trainer for 10 years, cites 6-2 
Carlos Arroyo of the Utah Jazz as a per- 
fect specimen of the NBA small man. 

‘An NBA player has to be complete, 
he said. He has to be good in every as- 
pect of the game, especially if he's defi- 
cient in height. 

Hall, who said his claim to fame is 
the development of T-Mac, was in the 
Philippines with the NBA superstar six 
years ago when he was not yet a super- 
star, 

“Ive watched the PB: 
very good players,” he sai 

According to him, what hinders our 
development is the lack of facilities. 
Our drills, even those being used here 
їп Beijing and other countries in Asia, 
are also way behind, compared to the 
United States. 


You have 


From a field of 64 players, most of 
them giants, our very own duo of 
Kevin and Vince have caught the at- 
tention of veteran coach KC Jones, 
who admits he has “developed an 
eye for talent.” 

“Give these boys three to five 
years and they'll be a force to con- 
tend with,” KC said. 

Kevin and Vinee played two-on- 
two with the two NBA cagers, the 
duo of Kevin and Dwight Howard 
versus Vince and TJ Ford. 

Kevin and Dwight won. 
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ASIAN CLUB VOLLEYBALL 


Japan whips RP belles 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


SCORING EASILY ON POWER-PACKED SPIKES, 
Japan pummeled the Philippines, 25-16, 25-15, 
25-16, in the 2006 Asian Womens 
Club volleyball championship yester- 
day at the Rizal Memorial Coliseum. 

Japan, represented by high 
school and college students from 
Hisamitsu Seiyaku, amassed 49 
kills, while the Philippines could on- 
ly muster 22. 

“For this game, 1 told them we 
should not lose points, no misses,” 
said Japanese coach Masayoshi 
Manabe through an interpreter. “We 
also played better in defense and we 
have the height advantage.” 

Mihoko Tsutsui "delivered а 
match-best 12 kills and one ace to 
lead Japan to its first victory after 
bowing to Kazakhstan in the opener 

Bannered by Team Accel, the 
Philippines absorbed its second 
straight loss fora 1-2 record. 


Enduro Series 


‘THE FIRST LEG OF THE 2006 ENDURO SAN 
Mig Light Adventure Series kicks off in Cebu City 
today featuring competition in the novice category 

The race, a four to six hour quest, is open to 
beginners, students, yuppies and weekend 
warriors, who want to experience the thrill 
the event has to offer. 

With more than P100,000 at stake, race di- 
rector Neyney Guevarra promises a more 
challenging race in the event presented by 
San Mig Light 

Also to be given to winners are San Mig 
Light premium prizes and trophies. The event 


STANDINGS 
China 
C-Taipei 
Kazakhstan 
Thailand 
Japan 
Philippines 
Indonesia 


pines) vs Ral 


арт 
(Chinese-Talp 


SPORTSWATCH 


Espiritu eyes CSI supremacy 
VICTOR ESPIRITU SETS OUT AS THE MAN TO BEAT 
hila San Leonardo ties о sustain ts lead in tam. 
competition when the fifth leg of the Philamlife Cycling 
‘Search Invitational (CSI) Criterium Race is held today in 
Pampanga, Espiitu 13 points ahead of San Leonar- 
оз Bemard Luzon. The San Femando race also serves 
ав the final leg ofthe two-part, 10-stage circuit withthe 
Second hal slated later this year. according to the orga- 
niin Тео Sales and Management Corp. Te event is 
sponsored by Pagcor, PCSO, PLDT. Ааде Thirst 
Ouencher Monterey, PhiDycing, Partas, Speed Deter- 
gent, Satellite Cable Мах, Encash, the San Fernando lo- 
cal govemment, PSC, NU 107 and Yes FM. 


Jr PBA: Caloocan triumphs 
BATANG HARBOUR CENTER-CALOOCAN CONTINUED 
its impressive showing in the 2006 Burington Batang 
РВА junior summer league, routing Batang Talk 'N Text- 
Antipolo, 80-43, yesterday at the Ynares Center. Batang 
Harbour Center-Caloocan stayed unbeaten in four 
ames to show the way in Group A Batang Alaska- 
Parafaque rimmed Batang Purefoods Chunkee-Man- 
daluyong, 70-66, in Group A. In the day's other game, 
Batang PBA Greats cinched s frst win in four starts by 
dumping Соса Сог Muntinlupa 66-40. 


Castillo seeks [УС semis 
GELITA CASTILLO AND MALVINNE ANN ALCALA 
take on separate rivals today eyeing a tile show- 
down in the gis’ 14-under singles event of the JVC 
Open Junior Championships at SM Sta. Rosa in La- 
‘guna. Castillo overpowered Dorothy Griarte, 21-1 
21-2, to arrange a quarterfinal clash with Michelle 
Cruz, who beat Arabelle Lacorte of Sports Zone, 21- 
17, 21-9. Alcala, on the other hand, booted out Vie~ 
ka Dorado, 21-6, 21-11, to set up а duel with Kris- 
nin Yang, who downed Tracy Alagao of Power and 
Speed, 21-15, 21-11. The tournamentis sponsored 
bby JVC (Phils), Inc. and organized by IMG. 


Big guests in chess finals 
NATIONAL CHESS FEDERATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines president Rep. Prospero Pichay and secretary- 
general Tagaytay Mayor Bambol Tolentino wil be the 
guests of honor in tne formal presentation of the 172 
finalists taking partin the National Juniors and Age- 
Groups Grand Finals wil be presented at 12 noon to- 
day at the St. Francis Square in Mandaluyong Су. 
The finalists include seeded players led by national 
masters John Paul Gomez, Olver Barboza and Julius 
Joseph de Ramos in the boys division and WNMS 
Enerose Magno, ices Salvador and Kimberly Cu- 
nanan. ‘Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


Dela Cruz, Tan bag title 

MOY DELA CRUZ OF GAMEFOWL BREEDERS 
Association of Negras, In partnership with Cesar 
Tan of Luzon Gamefowl Breeders Association 
emerged champions Thursday night in the NFGB 
National 8-bullstag derby at the Araneta Coliseum. 
DelaCruz and Tan's Subok Lang entry scored eight 
victores to beata Пе of 209. Jun Capili о! Negros 
was runner-up finisher with 75 points. Supporters 
of the event were sponsors Purina Rooster Boost- 
er Gamebird Chows, Washout Shampoo by 
Lakpue, Strike Feeds by Asvet, Power Bullets, 
‘Amy by Excellence Gamefoul Specialists and Be- 
тату! Vitamin Injection by VN. Distributors. 


Bigtime derby set at SIC 

THE GENTLEMEN COCKERS ASSOCIATION OF 
the Phlipines 5-cock dary unfolds at ihe San Juan 
Colseum his Wednesday, May 31, wath Sagupaan 
Compleror 3000 as sponsor The event serves asthe 
penultimate leg before the GCAP Cocker of the Year 
‘winner is finally known. Based on the latest standings, 
the top 10 contenders are Jun Topacio (JT Emerald, 26 
points ); Rep. Butch Pichay and Rey Briones (Spartan's 
Pichay, 255; Patok Amonio (Sagupaan Complexor 
2000, 25.5), ASF Group (JU AS WG Listana, 245) Ger- 
ty Ramos (Against All Odds, 24.5); Loule Cua (LCC 
Leonard, 24), Benjle Lim and Pol Estrellado (Papa Sta. 
Cruz, 21.5): Boy Royo (Makisig, 21.5); Manny Pacquiao 
‘and Antonio (Super Pacman, 19) and Jingco Brothers 
and Jet Femando (Jae, 185). 


GAMES TODAY 
(Rizal Memorial Coliseum) 
2pm Асов (Philip 


Khstan) 


Som (Tralland) 
6p.m—Hisamitsu 
Selyaku (Japan) vs Tianjin 
Bridgestone (China) 


“When it comes to skills, we can do what 
theyre doing,” said Philippine mentor Constante 
Reyes. “But they were more consistent and had 
better physical conditioning.” 

Earlier, Thailand also cruised toa 
straight-set victory over Indonesia 
25-11, 25-18, 25-21, behind Wila- 
van Арїпуароп 10 kills. 

Thailand joined Japan and Kaza- 
khstan at 1-1, while Indonesia re- 
mained winless in three matches. 

After getting pounded on the first 
two sets, seasoned spiker Cherry 
Rose Macatangay kept the Philip- 
pines within striking distance, 6-5, 
early in the third set. 

Japan quickly responded, ham- 
mering down consecutive kills to 
take an 18-11 lead. 

Macatangay had eight kills to 
pace the Philippine team. 

In the nightcap, defending cham- 
pion China downed Chinese-Taipei, 
25-19, 25-21, 25-16, top grab the 
solo lead at3-0. 


first leg starts 


is also supported by NS Royal Pension House 
Cebu, Converse, Rudy Project, Habagat, 
North Face and Bombproof. 

A total of 100 racers are expected to take 
part in this annual adventure race that promis- 
esto get bigger and better in its third year. 

The Enduro adventure series tests the en- 
durance, wits and skills of the participants, 
who will face a lot of unexpected trials during 
the race. 

‘The champion in the Novice category re- 
ceives P15,000 while second placer will get 
P10,000. 
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ung Shan 
xi] vs Sang 


Й 


Asuncions in semis 


Keep RP badminton 
hopes up with win 


KENNIE AND KENNEVIC ASUNCION DE- 
molished their Indonesian counterparts 
yesterday to send the Philippines into the 
semifinals of the Bingo Bonanza Philip- 
м pine Open badminton championships at 


^the Philsports. 


The sensational siblings 
thrilled an appreciative crowd 
as they drilled in a variety of shots 
en route to a 21-12, 21-19 victory 
over Puri Setyo and Lili Wang, thus 
providing a bright spot after the 
countrys 24 other shuttlers had 
bowed out one after the other. 
The Filipino pair enjoyed an 
advantage after having practiced 
with the Indonesians several times 
before the start of the tournament 
sponsored by JVC Phils, PLDT 
and Smart. 
“We knew their game already 
and I think that helped а lot today 
because we were able to attack 
their weakness,” said Ken- 
nie, who had teamed up 
with Wang in the wom- 
enis doubles. They lost 
last Thursday night to 
Malaysians Pei Tty Wong 
and Eei Hui Chin (21-9, 
nan. 
The Filipinos, who have slipped to 
69th from No. 22 in world rankings 
due to lack of foreign stines, will meet 


KENNIE Asuncion (front) chases a shot near 
the net as brother and teammate Kennevic 
AUGUST OBACRUZ 


tougher opponents today in TH 
Kusharjanto and Minarti Timur also 
of Indonesia. 

Kusharjanto and Timur, the Syd- 
ney Olympics silver medal winners, 
rubbed top seed Songpol Anukri- 
tayawan and Kunchala Vorawi- 
chitchaikkul, 21-18, 21-18, 

Still basking in their victory Ken- 
nevie admitted that today’s task will 
be doubly hard as they havent yet 
played the vastly experienced T- 
donesian pair. 

“They are a veteran pair, more ež- 
perienced, but we will пу our best 
and hopefully come up with another 
victory in front of our countrymen," 
said the 26-year-old Kennevic. 

‘Also making the semifinals of the 
mixed doubles were Indonesians 
Muhamad Rizal and Gresya Poli, 
who fashioned ош a 21-8, 21-9 over 
Vietnam's Thanh-Hai Tran and 
Nguyen Nhung le Ngoc, and Thais 
Sudket Prapakamol and Saralee 
Thoungthongkzm who bested Italy’s 
Klaus Raffeiner and Agnese Allegrini, 
217,212. 
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DETROIT Pistons forward Tayshaun Prince (right) dunks the ball against the defense of 
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Heat center Shaquille O'Neal. 


Pistons avert collapse 


Cool off Heat rally to square Eastern finals 


AUBURN HILLS—THE DET 
roit Pistons held off a furious 
late rally to edge the Miami 
Heat 92-88 in Game Two of the 
Eastern Conference finals on 
Thursday, tying up the best-of- 
seven series at 1-1. 

After slumping to a surprise home loss in the 
series opener, the Pistons attacked early finding 
center Ben Wallace cutting го the basket and 
building an 18-point lead by the third quarter. 

But the Heat, led by guard Dwayne Wade, ral- 
lied with a blistering 17-point run in the final 90 
seconds to cut the lead to just two points, stun- 
ning a sell-out Detroit crowd into silence. 

Detroit guard Chauncey Billups struggled ear- 
ly but hit two crucial free throws in the final sec- 
nds before reserve guard Lindsey Hunter sealed 
the win with a steal from Wade at the three-point 
line as time ran out. 


Tayshaun Prince carried the burden for De- 
troit with 10 fourth-quarter points while the rest 
of the Pistons offense sputtered. 

Prince, who ended with a team-high 24 
points, was called for a potentially devastating 
“dock violation when he could not find an open 
player on an inbounds pass with less than 20 sec- 
onds left. 

Prince said afterwards he had been trying to 
call timeout but was ignored by the referee. 

“1 was pretty upset about it, but things hap- 
pen,” Prince told reporters. “I just move on.” 

"The broken play gave Miami the ball and set 
the stage for a running three-point shot by Wade 
that took the score to 90-88 and seemed to puta 
stunning comeback vietory within reach 

Pistons coach Flip Saunders said his team was 
їп danger of coasting its way to an upset loss as 
the dock ticked down. 

“What happens so many times, you get near 
to the end of the game and you start playing not 
to lose instead of playing to win,” he told ге- 
porters. “You wait for that clock to keep rolling 


for the game to end.” 

Wade said the Heat would need the intensity 
they found in the final minutes of play to take 
Game Three. 

“Weve got to have that same want through- 
‘out the game,” he said. "You can't do it against a 
Detroit team--dig yourself into a hole because 
this team will not beat themselves. 

Miami center Shaquille O'Neal, who had 21 
points, 12 rebounds and four blocked shots, also 
said the Heat came out too slow. 

"We know that theyre the best team in the 
East and we knew they were going to regroup 
and play” he said. 

“We started to pick it up in the end and still had 
а couple chances to win, but we had too many 
turnovers and we were not playing smarter" 

Pistons center Wallace, the heart of the Detroit 
defense, emerged as a surprise scoring option in 
the early going, with seven first-quarter points 
and nine for the game. Reuters 

‘© NBA on SOLAR SPORTS: Phoenix vs Dalas (830 am. 
he. 7 pm replay) 
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WORLD CUP 


Casillas guards 
Spain’s dreams 


MADRID--RAUL WAS ONCE IN- 
variably the first name on Spain's 
team sheer but now his Real Madrid 
teammate Iker Casillas is the coun- 
trys most influential player. 

The goalkeeper has already 
һай seven seasons in Real's first 
team and is preparing for his 
fourth major international tour- 
nament, even though he has only 
just turned 25. 

He is practically the only top 
player at Real to have escaped 
criticism over the past three sea- 
sons and has, almost single-hand- 
edly, held the nine-times Euro- 
pean champions together when 
they have threatened to collapse. 

A product of the club's youth 
setup, Casillas burst into the Real 
first team in 1999 aged 18 after 
an injury to Bodo Illgner. 

He was then given a fast-track 
promotion to the national side, 
earning a call-up for Euro 2000, 
although he did not win his first 
cap until a friendly with Sweden 
the next season. 

Casillas was the hero of Real's 
European Cup win in 2002 when. Despite occasional lapses deal- 
he came off the bench to produce ing with high balls, he remains 
three exceptional saves to pre- їз most consistent per- 
serve his sides 2-1 advantage former and is the player most 
over Bayer Leverkusen. likely to make a difference if they 

А few days later a freak aci. progress beyond the group phase. 
dent to Valencia keeper Santiago Reuters 


CASILLAS: Quick reflexes 


Canizares, who dropped an after- 
shave bottle on his foot, made 
Casillas Spain's first choice at the 
2002 World Cup. 

He kept the team alive in a 
penalty shoot-out win over Ire- 
land but was unable to perform 
similar heroics against South Ko- 
reain the quarterfinals. 

Casillas left the tournament as 
Spain's No. 1 keeper. 

A genuine world-class player, 
һе has a gift for spectacular reflex 
saves and a reputation for being 
almost impossible to beat in one- 
on-one situations. 


Tan Ho picks up 3rd straight title 

THIRD SEED JASMINE TAN HO PICKED UP HER THIRD STRAIGHT TITLE 
afier posing 263, 63 victory over top seed Sharina Oiverez yesterday in tne is! 12- 
under fnals of the 2006 Head Penn Juror Tenis Tour at he Rizal Memor Tennis 
Certe; The boys 2-unde tite went to Jacob Lagman, who scored a 616-1 vin over 
Juan Pocholo Macalino. in the boys 18-under division, top seed Pablo Olivarez II 
downed No 4 Russel Arcila Je, 62, 6-3, to advance in the rls against No. 2 Joshua 
Ten Ho, 62,26 (107) winner over No. 5 Н Sato Santos The Davao Giy-based 
‘Santos rallied past Akio Sy, 6-3, 7-6 (6). to reach the boys’ 16-under finals against No. 3 
John Francis Largo, who ousted No. 2 Mark Balce, 6-2, 6-4. Boys' 14-under top seed 
Куе Cordero outclassed Jacob Lagman, 0, 5-3, to forge a ile showdown wilh No. 4 
Leander Lazaro, a 6-2, 64 winner over No. 2 Jose Lorenzo Fever while No, Ericka 
Lagura blasted Bruce an Valenzuela, -0, 60, and unranked Jurence Mendoza out- 
played Mark Escares, 7-6 (1), 6-1, to advance in the unisex 10-under finals. 
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‘ISN'T IT ROMANTIC? 


Sharon is fabulous at 40_ 


By Rito P Asilo 


NE NIGHT, DURING A LONG 
O drive home from work, Sharon 

Cuneta's guitar-driven cover of 
Rupert Holmes’ “Terminal” is playing 
on the car stereo, and we finally under- 
stand and empathize with the senti- 


ment behind the sad love song. 
Aided by Jonathan Ong's deceptively upbeat ar- 


the touching naiveté, honesty and lyrical quality of 
the original version, but she manages to pull it off by 
delivering a more somber, less innocent rendering. 

In the CD's extensive liner notes, Cuneta wears 
her heart on her sleeve. She shares: "I truly felt so 
different singing 'To Love Again’ at 40 from when I 
first recorded itat 17... Icried so hard before I could 
record it again. I guess I've been missing my youth 
зо much. I had no idea I was going to be so battle- 
scarred at age 40!” 

‘Twenty eight years after recording her first sin- 


“battle-scarred,” but her triumph 
over many odds continues to in- 
spire people. 


Profusely grateful 
Sharon is profusely grateful for 
the blessings, and remains good-na- 
tured about everything—from a past 
failed marriage to her constant battle 
with the bulge. Inthe album, she thanks e= 


a friend (Peachy Mariano) “for reminding те1 CUNETA. Unique ability to turn mush into musical 


rangement, Holmes’ overused ditty—one of 


gle, “Tawag ng Pag-ibig,” Sharon may indeed be 


was once Darna'—and will always be inside!" 


magic. 


16 songs featured in the Megastar' sleek new 
collection, "Isn't It Romantic?"—reeks with 
painful irony. 


Romance 

Suddenly, this "Terminal" is no longer the 
trite and soppy standard its always been to 
us. And our heart goes out to the lonely career 
woman who is wistfully singing about finding 
romance at а bus terminal, and passing up on 
a love that might have been her escape from 
an empty, arid life. 

Such is the power of Cuneta's storytelling 
gift. As a performer, Sharon's emotive ability is 
попрагеї, and her sincerity is beyond question. 
Whatever shortcoming she has in terms of 
range is conveniently masked by her unique 
ability to turn mush into musical magic. 

Yes, the crystal-clear singing she so deftly 
demonstrated in her albums in the '805 like 
“Sixteen,” "For Broken Hearts Only” and 
“Sharon and Love” may have slightly waned in 
recent years. But, as Sharon marks her 40th 
year, her sense of contentment, contemplative 
introspection and unconcealed joie de vivre 
have never been so noticeable. What better al- 
bum to celebrate that milestone than “Isn't It 
Romantic?,” which showcases the Megastar at 
her most vocally confident? 


Strain 

She only hits a snag when she pushes be- 
yond her vocal capacity: In Stevie Wonder's 
“Until You Come Back to Me,” for instance, 
the strain shows when she segues into jazzed- 
up vocal improvisations. 

In hard-to-sing tunes like “Time Will Re- 
veal” or “Turn This World Into a Land of Mag- 
ic" (remade recently by Regine Velasquez аз 
“Buhay ng Buhay Ko"), Cuneta has proven 
that she's no stranger to songs with various 
degrees of difficulty, and those that demand а 
wide range. 

In recent years, however, Sharon has ac- 
quired a deeper voice that fits certain song 
types more than others. That, in itself, is not 
such a bad thing. In the year's most beautiful- 
lypackaged local album, she breathes life 
and meaning into old favorites, 

Through Sharon's interpretive skill, Eric 
Carmen's "Isn't It Romantic?," Teri de Sario's 
"Sometimes a Love Goes Wrong,” Валдез "їс 
Takes a Man and a Woman," and the Bee Gees’ 
“How Deep is Your Love?" are successfully re- 
hashed into seemingly brand-new love songs. 

If you miss listening to the Megastar's less 
popular but otherwise excellent jazz-tinged 
small gems like “It's Not You," “Lambing Ko 
Lang,” “Make It Happen,” “Both Sides Now,” 
“Parang Baliw" or “Hanggang Saan, Hang- 
gang Kailan?,” shelling your hard-earned 
bucks for this slickly-produced album won't 
be for naught. 
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To subscribe to weekly wallpapers, text ON XMMS to 2910 


Lineup 

Also included in the robust lineup are cov- 
ers of “Simply Jesse,” “Laughter in the Rain,” 
"I Have to Say I Love You in a Song,” “Heaven 
Knows,” “Like A Lover,” “Birthday Song,” 
“With A Little Help from My Friends,” a new 
version of Herb Alpert and Lani Hall's “I Don't 
Want You to Go,” and James Taylor's "IfI Keep 
My Heart Out of Sight,” which she dedicates 
to her husband, Sen, Francis Pangilinan. 

Sharon, however, saves the best for last: 
For the collection's final cut, she lovingly re- 
visits one of the best songs of her sterling 
recording career—Odette Quesada's “To Love 
Again." 

It would have been hard to measure up to 
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The mouse that roared, 


the lion that 


By Nestor U. Torre 


SOME BOOKS MAKE GOOD 
movies, but others have a hard time 
transforming themselves into memo- 
rable films. Case in point: “The Da 
Vinci Code. "1's ironic that, after all of 
the controversy and religious unction 
that presaged its opening date, Ron 
Howard's film version of Dan Brown's 
best-selling book is still bogged down 
in—words, 


Age and mystery 
Not that director Howard doesn’t 
work hard to come up with alternate- 


squeaked 


ly beautiful and brooding images that 
give the production its appropriate 
patina of age and mystery. 

However, these striking images 
eventually take the back seat to the 
film scripts efforted attempt to make 
verbal sense of all of the new takes on 
the genuine wellsprings of Christiani- 
ty that Brown and his school of 
thought represent. 

The worst victim in the movies 
cast in this regard is Audrey Tautou, 
the putative granddaughter of, the 
man murdered at the movies 
start—and the long-lost link to the 
speculative union between Jesus 

Christ and Mary 


Magdalene. 
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Despite her char- 
acters importance, 
Tautou is often re- 
duced to asking a 
stultifying series of 
questions to be an- 
swered by other 
characters played by 
the film's other lead 
actors, about all of 
the “Gnostic” reinter- 
pretations of early 
Church history. 


Documentary 

As such, she comes 
off more like an inter- 
viewer in a documen- 
tary than an actress 
ina religious dramat- 
ic-thriller. What a 
waste of talent. 

At the same time, 
we must note that, 
for all of her charm, 
Tautou is too laid- 
back” and even 
bland to make an in- 
spiring presence 
when it's eventually 
revealed that she's 
the direct descen- 
dant of the Marovig- 
nian Jesus-Magda- 
lene genetic line. 

Tom Hanks also 
fails to pass muster as 
the film's lead actor, 
because his charac- 
ter, for all of his ех- 
pertise, has little per- 
sonal investment in 
the film's ongoing in- 
vestigation and con 
voluted drama. 


ME] Compelling 

E Ф The actor who 
ng turns in the most 
compelling perfor- 
mance is lan McK- 
ellen as another ex- 
pert who has much 


more at stake in the 
turgid plots denoue- 
ment. 


RY 
Pandi RAN 


FAR } : рар с. 
А Deadly гр ¥ X 
A Dangernus Criminal. 


Who will be the last man M dS 


Раш Bettany as the 
plots most visible vil- 
lain also comes on 
strong, but his perfor- 
mance is compro 
mised by excessively 
obvious “evil” (perpe- 
trated in the name of 
“good,” it tums out). 

les also sadly pre- 
diciable that most of 
the “conniving” cler- 
icsin the film are por- 
trayed as “misguided” 
defenders of the faith 
who will stop at noth- 
ing, not even murder, 
to clamp down on the. 
Jesus-Magdalene “se- 
те" that could “ex: 
pose” Christianity as 
а faith that's founded 
ona “Hie.” 


Subjective 

This subjective col- 
oring and straining of 
church history's " 
tual matrix betray 
the production's cyn- 
ical motives, and 
lend credence to 
Christians’ view that 
the book—and now 
the film—is an attack 
оп some of the basic 
tenets of their faith. 

After viewing 
Howard's film ver- 
sion, however, we 
can state that Chris- 
tians have little to 
fear in this regard, 
because the produc- 
tion fails to “prove” 
its alternative view of 
Jesus Christ and the 
Church He founded. 

Stating it does not 
make it so, particu- 
larly in the world ol 
film, where state- 
ments have to be 
dramatically 
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Flat characters bog down 
new “Poseidon” remake 


By Noelani Torre Г 


SOME 30 YEARS АСО, 
there was this movie about a 
bunch of people trying to get 
ош of a cruise ship that had 
been turned upside down by 
a 150-foot rogue wave. 

Based on a book by Paul 
Gallico, "The Poseidon Adven- 
ture” tured out to be one of 
the first in a long line of what 
we now call disaster flicks, but 
its certainly remained one of 
the most memorable. 


Mystery 

In fact, why anybody 
thought it needed to be re- 
made at all is a mystery, but 
thats what they did. So now, 
we have our own 21st centu- 
ту, streamlined and CGLen- 
hanced version, “Poseidon.” 

Hollywood apparently has 
a thing for remakes, which isa 
bit odd since they often have 
iffy prospects, and it certainly 
doesn't help that “The Posei- 
don Adventure” is considered 
а classic. A campier sort of 
classic, to be sure, buta classic 
nonetheless—and one that 
had Gene Hackman all decked 

гош in priestly vestments as 
the reluctant hero. 

In director Wolfgang Pe- 
tersen's "Poseidon," this role. 
is given to Josh Lucas, who 
plays professional gambler 
Dylan Johns. No priestly vest- 
ments and Messianic tenden- 
cies there, and though 
they've tried to make him am- 


RUSSELL AND LUCAS. Their characters’ stories take aback 
seat to action and special effects. 


bivalent about his heroic role 
as well, you'll only believe it 
for the first five minutes. 

Not that strong characteri- 
zations are the point of this 
movie. In fact, they're hardly 
important at all. The real stars 
of this let's-get-out-of-this- 
sinkingship adventure are 
theaction and special effects 

Clocking in at less than 100 
minutes, “Poseidon” has got 
to be one of the shortest fea- 
ture films Petersen has made. 


disaster movies view them for 
the disaster and not for good 
character development. 


Disaster 

Tes not just one disaster, ei 
ther—rogue waves are only 
the first of the potentially fatal 
problems facing the intrepid 
passengers (including a for- 
mer mayor of New York City, 
played by Kurt Russell) who 
decide to find their way out: 
There are also flash fires, elec- 
trocution, heavy objects 
falling and, of course, water, 
water everywhere. 

Petersen delivers on the ac- 
tion and the effects (though 
some of them look too much 
like CGis), but they're no 
quite high-octane enough го 
make up for the movie 
scripts banal lines and flat 
characters. 


Appetite for gore 

By focusing on the action 
and cutting out the characters’ 
back stories and the conflicts 
between characters, Petersen 
is counting on the produc- 
tions’ fast pace and the audi- 
ences appetite for gore to 
keep us interested. 

After all, people who watch 


The mouse that roared... 


From page A22 and a relief. 

When Brown's book be- 
came a surprise best-seller, 
it presented itself as the 
publishing world's Mouse 
‘That Roared. Now that its 
long-awaited film version 
has hit the screen, however, 


it has turned out to be The 
Lion That Squeaked. 
Therein lies a cautionary, 
instructive tale for other 
filmmakers who think that 
all they need to come up 
with a good film is a best- 
selling book. 


“proven” to impinge on 
viewers’ sensibilities and 
prompt an affirmative emo- 
tional response. This doesn't 
happen in the "Da Vinci" 
film, and that's both a pity 
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Live in Manila 


Love is a Many 
Splendored Thing 


June 1, 2006 - Manila Hotel Dinner Show 
June 2, 2006 - Clark Expo Pampanga 
June 3, 2006 - Araneta Coliseum 
June 4, 2006 - Hard Rock Cafe 


18 ORIGINAL RECORDINGS INCLUDING 
Love Is A Many Splendored Thing . Heart Of My Heart 
Tell Me Why . Stranger In Paradise . A Woman In Love 

Garden In The Rain . Malaguena 
Three Coins In The Fountain . Stranger 
It's No Sin and many more... 
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PHILBEX Construction Show 
May 26 to 28, 2006 


Toni Gonzaga's You Complete Me mali tour 
May 272006 
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Ayala Greenfield Exhibit 
May 131027, 2006 
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Repertory Philippines presents REPORTORY SUMMER CLASSESat 
REP's Globe Theater - May 20, 22, 23, 25, 26 , 27 & 29 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 


PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses In the Philippines 
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Ayala/Malls 


pov, 
At the Cinemas 


Reserve your seat 
by texting SURESEATS GB3 
at 2333 (Globe) or 211 (Smart) 


Or log on to 
www.sureseats.com 
for web reservation 
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For Inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 


Get a chance to win 
exciting prizes for every 
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CHOWKING FLORAL FLOAT WINS a 

PENAGBENGA 2006 HALL OF FAME * 1 
PENAGDENGA user dais Dance in 
(Hall of Fame) in the recently concluded 2006 h 
Senagvenga Hewer Fenai Baguio cir mea LILO SITECES 
year's float themed “The Family in Harmony 


б with Nature’ is the third year ina row that 
1 Chowking came out the judges’ favorite in sun 


Participants of Mandaue City's Mantawi Festival bring on Leaders Summit to be held in December at the P750-million terms of ymbolioms and visual creativity. р т ot е ct е а 


Fa 


Ano mag 


as the people dance to the unique beat of this yearly festival Cebu International Convention Center (CICC) being built at среди: : S 

тарада eee a aaa ueni.  thejexMandan South Recai Area a пен 106: С Lawi o ma Ce orrpae ehem 

paa MG Piraso oe per Gale Kada began. hectare commercial area designated to be the new heart of competing category in the coming years. IT'S THE FIESTA MONTH OF MAY AND 
ү event also kicks off the build-up to the coming Asean the weather is still warm and humid, but 


still we go out and join the festive atmo- 
sphere under the sun. Its good to know 
that all the suncare protection needed can 
be provided by Banana Boat, the number 
one suncare product in the United States, 

Banana Boat sun protection products 
have been recently launched in the 
Philippines in time for everyone's fiesta 
requirements. Banana Boat from Playtex 
offers a complete range of pre-sun, dur- 
ing and after sun products that comes in 
non-greasy, fragrance-free and contains 
aloe-vera extract and vitamin E com- 
bined formulations. Banana Boat is ap- 
propriate for all types of Asian skin be- 
cause it provides tried and proven solu- 
tions for people seeking to protect them- 
selves yet provide the appropriate skin 
tanning without the actual and harmful 
sun exposure. 

Solar rays consist of invisible UV rays. 
‘There are three types of UV rays, namely 
UVC (the shortest wavelength band and 
filtered out by the atmosphere and 
ozone layer); UVB (also known as the 
tanning ray and penetrates into the skin 
causing sunburns and skin cancer); and 
UVA (which passes effortlessly through 
the atmosphere with the longest wave- 
length band and equally damaging, 
causing skin aging and melanomas. Sun- 
screens or sunblocks provide the tested 
solution in preventing all these types of 
UV-induced skin diseases. 

Banana Boat is distributed by Brands 
Worldwide and can be found in all lead- 
ing department stores, drugstores and 
supermarkets nationwide. 


Tanduay 1854: 
Best-tasting 
rhum ever 


TANDUAY RHUM 1854 IS THE BEST- 
tasting rhum ever produced in the Philip- 
pines and perhaps the world. The product 
was launched in 2004 by Tanduay Dis- 
tillers to commemorate the company’s 
150th year anniversary. As a commemo- 
rative rhum, Tanduay 1854 symbolizes 
the superb manufacturing expertise of 
Tanduay Distillers achieved through 
decades of Filipino ingenuity, persever- 
ance and innovation. 

Tanduay 1854 us the only rhum avail- 
able locally which has been aged in oak 
wood barrels for 15 years. As such, this 
exquisite rhum boasts of a smooth com- 
pelling taste, with a lush shade of ma- 
hogany, sweet nutty smoked flavor, pleas- 
ing aroma and a long well-rounded fin- 
ish. 

Tanduay 1854 is uniquely “Filipino” as 
it is derived primarily from Philippine 
sugar cane which is considered among 
the best in the world. It is aged in oak bar- 
rels with first class Extra Neutral Alcohol, 
Carefully selected imported ingredients 
are used in the blending process. During 
the production, utmost care is given every 
step of the process to ensure the distinc 
tive quality, taste, aroma and flavor of the 


id 
m rhum. Tanduay 1854 is manufactured in 
fully integrated modern facilities 
€ Lg е equipped with the latest state-of-the-art 


technology. To match the product's excel- 


* lent qualities, Tanduay 1854 is packed in 
an elegantly designed white translucent. 
0 ет]есйтоп zh 

Tanduay Distillers takes pride in intro- 
ducing Tanduay 1854 to the local and ex- 
port market, Founded on a rich heritage, 
buoyed by over 150 years of manufactur | 

ing expertise, Tanduay aims to give the 
consumer the best possible product at ; 
reasonable prices, Ir is the company's way | 
of thanking Filipinos for making Tanduay | 
apartof their lives for many generations, ! 
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Why Taylor Hicks is 2006's 


By Nestor U. Torre 


LAST THURSDAY, THE HUGELY POPULAR 
“American Idol" singing tilt finally announced 
this year's winner—Taylor Hicks. The prema- 
turely grey-haired unknown got a clear ma- 
jority of the record-setting 63.4 million votes 
‘cast in the grand finals, enabling him to 
trounce the also gifted and charismatic 
Katharine McPhee. 


Instructive tale 

Katharine is a great combination of talent 
and beauty, so why did more viewer-voters 
dote on: Taylor, the Hick? Therein lies a pop- 
instructive tale: 

When Taylor first auditioned for "American 
Idol,” judges Randy Jackson and Paula Abdul 
found him refreshingly original and feisty, but 
the chronically ornery Simon Cowell predict- 
ed that he wouldn't survive the next round. 

But, wonder of wonders, Taylor did sur- 
vive. More than that, he was soon attracting а 
lot of fans who liked his “soulful” approach to 
performance, and promptly billed themselves 
as his Soul Patrol. 

In time, even the haughty Simon would 
apologize for his scathing disdain for Taylor, 
and even cited him as one of his top three bets 
to win the tilt. 


'X-Me 
in crackling finale 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“Х-Меп: The Last Stand" 

Brett Ratner 
":S: Hugh Jackman, Halle Berry, Ian McK- 
ellen, Patrick Stewart, Famke Janssen 


RE YOU WILLING TO 

change who you are to find 

acceptance? In Brett Rat- 
пеге crackling, fast-paced adapta- 
tion of the X-Men's “Dark Phoenix” 
saga, when a “cure” for mutancy is 
discovered, mutants from all over 
the world are confronted with is- 
sues of identity, racial diversity, 
alienation and lust for power. 

For the first time, Eric Lehnsherr aka Mag- 
neto (ап McKellen) and Charles Xavier's 
(Patrick Stewart) genetically-gifted followers 
are given a choice: To retain the uniqueness 
that isolates and alienates them or give up 
their powers to fit into a world that fears and 
despises them. 

Billionaire industrialist Warren Worthington 
п (Michael Murphy), father of ће 16-foot- 
‘winged Angel (Ben Foster), spearheads the de- 
‘velopment of the "cure" for mutants like his son 
‘when he finds Jimmy aka Leech (Cameron 
Bright), the young source of the antidote. But, 
the drug can only be generated—and replicat- 
ed--from the boy, whom Magneto sees as a 
threat to earth's mutant population, 

‘Together with his group, the Brotherhood 
of Mutants, Magneto recruits the confused 
Jean Grey (Famke Janssen), who is "resur- 
rected” after sacrificing her life to save her 
teammates in "X-Men 2,” to get rid of Jimmy. 

Now in full control of her telekinetic and 
telepathic powers, Jean emerges as the most 
powerful mutant there is—even mightier 
than Professor X and Magneto combined! 

But, does Jean allow her tremendous pow- 
ers to control her? As the comic-book adage 
repeatedly cautions: With great power comes 
great responsibility—and sometimes, it’s easy 
to get overwhelmed by it. 

On surface, the moral conflict the film pre- 


For her part, Katharine was also bowling 
them over, but in a quieter and more gradual 
жау. To be sure, she occasionally came across 
аз nervous and insecure, but there was some- 
thing “stellar” about her that started to excite 
viewers, especially after astute packaging en- 
hanced her beauty and appeal, complement- 
ing her exceptional singing voice. 

In time, Taylor and Katharine emerged as a 
study in instructive contrasts: He was a down- 
home original, she was a star in the making; 
he was all heartand energy, she was the epito- 
me of cool and sophistication. 
Idiosyncratic 

By rights, the new American Idol should be 
a star, so that would tip the tilt in favor of 


pan Mars 
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American Idol 


Katharine. But, 

idiosyncratic 
Taylor excited 
viewers more, pos- 
sibly because they 
could relate to him, 
and felt that he sang 

for them. 

Taylors experience also 
worked in his favor. At 29, he was 
the most senior singer in the finals, 
and the youth-oriented recording in- 
dustry may have considered him too 
old to make it as a recording and com- 
petent star. But, the shows viewers ob- 
viously disagreed, and with their mil- 
lions of votes, made him their star, 


their way. 

It was their way of reminding record and 
concert producers that "manufactured" and 
“prepackaged” stars are OK, but the talents who 
really excite the viewing and listening public 
are those who effect a personal connection with 
their audience, a "key connect” that makes fac- 
tors like looks and age irrelevant. 


Votes 

The huge number of votes cast in this year's 
grand finals indicates that Taylor and 
Katharine's respective armies of fans went all- 
‘out to support them. The fact that Taylor won 
proves that more people voted from the heart, 
from America's Heartland. And that's unique- 
ly right, because Taylor Hicks is—all heart! 
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sents is a classic comic-book case, but the ex- 
istential issues that this particular storyline 
treads aren't really so different from those 
that besiege the social and political landscape 
of the current world order. 

On point of action and entertainment, Brett 
Ratner delivers. Although not as cerebral nor as 
smooth as Bryan Singer (who left Marvel's lu- 
erative movie franchise to do “Superman Re- 
turns,” which had to recruit another director 
when Ramer quit the project); Ratner pulls no 
punches—from the jaw-dropping special ef- 
ео» (see the Golden Gate bridge ly etc.) to the 
countless eardrum-pounding explosions. 

Ratner even manages to execute some affect- 
ing dramatic scenes between Wolverine, Cy- 
clops (James Marsden) and Jean Grey. Similar- 
Jy the death scenes are nothing to scoff at. 

‘The movie's special effects aren't as pol- 
ished, and some lines are hokey and cliché- 
ridden—as if the writers lifted lines from a 
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THIS JUNE, THE 
hallmark Channel 
presents — "Murder 
19C: Detective Mur- 
doch _ Mysteries.” 
Based on a bestselling 
Canadian novel, the 
presentations three 
exhilarating — stories 
are set in 1886. 


MONTAGE 


They revolve 
around a principled 
young detective (Pe- 
ter Outerbridge) 
who uses his innate 
ability to sift 
through a mountain 
of data to solve a 
number of cruel 
murders. Coroner 
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| Murder mysteries on Hallmark Channel 


OUTERBRIDGE 
(WITHFLORA 
MONTGOMERY, 
LEFT). Topbill 
“Detective Murdoch 
Mysteries.” 


Julia Ogden (Keeley 
Hawes) helps him 
piece the evidence 
together and come 
up with the killer's 
identity 


Solace 

The Solace band 
performs cuts from 
its “Never Easy” de- 
but album on June 2 
at SM Megamall, 
June 3 at SM Bicu- 
tan, June 16 at SM 
Molino, June 23 at 
SM Fairview, June 
25 at SM City Clark, 
and June 30 at SM 
North Edsa. The cat- 
rier single, "Never 
Easy,” is currently 
getting good radio 
airplay. 


Hot new video 

Sway, slide and 
seduce with 
“Striptease,” a how- 
to video that teaches 
the fun and flirty 
ecdysiast’s art--to 
tone your body or 
boost your love life 
Featured dancers 
are sexy Hotbabes 
Gwen Garci, Myles 
Hernandez ` and 
Zarra Lopez. 


‘X-Men: The Last 
Stand’ 

“Opening Night" 
on Star Movies to- 
morrow at 1:25 p.m. 
presents — exclusive 
Scenes form "X-Men: 
The Last Stand,” di- 
rected by Brett Rat- 
mer and staring 
Patrick. Stewart, 
Kelsey Grammer, 
Hugh Jackman, lan 
Mckellen and Halle 
Berry. 

‘Also on Star 
Movies: Tomorrow at 
1:55 p.m., "The Man 
with the Golden 
Gun” with Roger 
Moore as James 
Bond. And on May 29. 
at 10:35 pm, “Ur 


"Benchwarmers" 
On May 29, "1 
Benchwarmers" pre- 
mieres at Glorietta 
4, in cooperation 
with Jack TV Pro- 
ducer Adam San- 
dler's comedy is 
about three losers 
(Rob ^ Schneider, 
David Spade and 
Jon Heder) who 
form а three-man 
baseball team to 
challenge a full 
squad of elementary 

school bullies 


Movies on TV 

Оп HBO, May 27 

m, “12 

Monkeys.” May 28 at 
8 p.m., "Shark Tale,” 
May 29 at 8:15 a.m., 
“Harry's War" 
30 at 7:45 a.m. 
Sea Wolves.” 
at 11:30 a.m., 


Оп Cinemax, 
27 at 9:20 
“Missing in Action. 
May 28 at 1 p.m, 
“Pleasantville.” May 
29 at 8 p.m., "Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spot- 
less Mind.” May 30 at 
9a.m., “Single White 
Female.” May 31 at 
6:15 p.m., "Fool for 
Love,” 
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Filipino movies feted in 


By Behn Cervantes 


WAS EAGER TO ATTEND 
IE» First Filipino Film 

Festival in the Chinese city once 
referred to as the Paris of the East. I 
flew to China with Angelo Castro 
Jr, Maryo de los Reyes, Mark Gil 
and Elvert Bañares. 

Our group arrived one day before “Magnifi- 
co” opened the filmfest at the Cathay Theater. 
Maryo and Mark were justifiably proud of 
their fine little film that has garnered 36 
awards in international film festivals. 


Selection 

Aside from "Magnifico," the selection in- 
cluded Laurice Guillen's “Tanging Yaman,” 
Aureaus Solito's "Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo 
Oliveros,” Mark Meily's "Crying Ladies,” Jef- 
frey Jeturian's “Minsan Pa" and Olivia 
Lamasan's “Milan.” 

On opening night, the festival drew a siz- 
able crowd. Naturally, we felt proud that the 
movie was appreciated for its message, acting 
and direction. The theme of good winning 
over evil touched viewers. 

The success of "Magnifico" and other re- 
cent “litle” films hints at the future of Philip- 
pine cinema. These independent films con- 
centrate on theme and story rather than star 
appeal and bongga elements. 


Contemporary 

Philippine Consul-General Jesus I. Yabes 
expressed hope that “the Chinese people will 
learn more about our country through con- 
temporary Filipino films.” Zhou Muyao, presi- 
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dent of Shanghai People's Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries, lauded 
the festival for highlighting the “traditional 
friendship between our people that goes back 
to ancient times.” 

Ambeth Ocampo, chairman of the NCCA, 
shared that he expected the festival to 
strengthen ties between the two nations. 

Tasked Maryo how he thought the festival 
fared as a cultural event. He shared: “The or- 
ganizers should have maximized our pres- 
ence by facilitating more exchanges of ideas 
between the Chinese audience and the Fil 
ipino artists.” 


Discussions 

Since our film artists had already taken time 
out from their busy schedules, the festival orga- 
nizers could have set up more discussions be- 
tween Chinese students and our film people. 

Maryo and Mark could have discussed cur- 
rent trends on contemporary Philippine cine- 
та, resulting in a substantive understanding 
of Filipino filmmaking. 


‘Pintahan at Musikahan’ 


TODAY AND TOMORROW, ESTABLISH 
ments along Nicanor Garcia st. (formerly Re 
poso), will gather to celebrate art and music 
through “Pintahan at Musikahan sa Reposo.” 
This is the second year Grupo Reposo is join- 
ing the festivities 

"Thirty visual artists will paint a mural on 
the wall along the Pariance premises of Re- 
poso. French films will be screened at the Al- 
liance Francaise de Manille. 


Visitors 

An Artists! Activity Tent will be put up for 
visitors who wish to ty their skills in painting 
and music. Guests can have their portraits 
done by visual artists 

‘There will also be a series of lectures at 
the Ricco Renzo Gallery of LRI Business 
Plaza. Dr. Ike Tolentino will talk about “The 
Beautiful Trees Along Reposo St.” from 3 to 
4p.m., while Guillermo Gomez will discuss 
“The Reposo Area of Spanish Yesteryears" 


Art, music at Pundaquit fest 


CASA SAN MIGUEL FOUNDA. 
tion in San Antonio, Zambales 
concludes the 13th Season of 
the Pundaquit Festival with a 
day-long festivity featuring vi- 
sual arts, dance and chamber 
music today. 


sitions 


Concert 

The event kicks. off with a 
dance concert. featuring 
renowned dance artist Myra Bel- 
tran and her group, Dance Fo- 
Tum, interpreting a contempo- 
тагу work titled “Order for 
Masks.” 

А memorial mass and concert 
will be held in observance of the 
first death anniversary of Ricardo 
К. Bolipata, patriarch of the Boli- 


Miguel. 


9610320. 


STREET 
SMART 


Mandy Navasero\ 


from 4to5 p.m. 

From 5:30 to 10 p.m., a musical production. 
will feature the Chakra group, the University 
of Makati Chorale, the Makiling Ensemble, 
and the Philippine Youth Symphonic Band. 


Performers 
On May 28, from 5:30 to 10 p.m., perform- 
ers include Lirio Salvador, Gilbert Sanchez, 
the St. Scholastica Chamber Music Quartet, 
Coke Bolipata and his group, Camerata. 
E-mail mandynavasero@yahoo.com, or call 
899-1767. 


Shanghai 


“MAGNIFICO.” 
Has won 36 


awards 


atvarious 
international film 


festivals. 
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THE "1 MOVIE IN THE WORLD 
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break the code... 
witness the most controversial 
movie of the year! 


Ron Howard 
Tom Hanks 


still showing 
at Robirlsons Movieworld 


galleria * metro cast * novaliches * pioneer 
malabon * sta, rosa * dasmarinas * imus 
lipa * starmills, pampanga * angeles: 


MTRCB Rating: R-18 


Tor SCREENING SCHEDULES, 
pls. call өш CINEMA ACCESS: 635-5885, 
or visit us: wiw.robinsonsmovieworldcom. 


dentem 


presents the most memorable: 
NG 


front page images from 1996 to 200 
ina convenient, lasting package. 


Now available at all 


National Bookstores and Powerbooks 


branches nationwide. 


pata family of artists. 

The Pundaquit Virtuosi, the 
resident children’s string en- 
semble of Casa San Miguel, will 
play classical chamber compo- 

like 
Octet, along with selections 
from Tony Bennett and other 
crooners of the "60s. 


Mendelssohn's 


Residency 

Finally, young sculptor Jan 
Leeroy New is also mounting his 
first solo installation show, “Му- 
self as Adam After the Big Bang,” 
at the Siemens Hall as culmina- 
tion of his residency at Casa San 


Call 903-8657 or text 0920- 


‘X-Men’ franchise . . us 


book of quotations and asked the. 
actors to deliver them earnestly. 

Bad lines notwithstanding, the 
movie nevertheless finds its heart 
in the involved performances of 
its actors, 

Jackman, for one, shows the 
inner turmoil of Wolverine 
when his character has to 
choose between love and duty. 
He is stripped of his indifference 
when beloved friends and col- 
leagues give up their lives for 


their cause. live in, 
, a 


Also, the intimate sketches 
about the personal lives of mu- 
tant characters show a touching 
montage of suppressed sadness 
and a sense of alienation as re 
sults of discrimination. 

‘The demons that haunt these 
mutants—whether 
bad. are daunting "issues" 
that also mirror our fears as hu- 
man beings, as we continually 
search for acceptance and un- 
derstanding in the world we 
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BY JESS ABRERA, 


"No MORE PENCILS, 
No MORE BOOKS, 
NO MORE TEACHERS" 


ADMIRING LOOKS? 


WELL, ANOTHER 
SCHOOL YEAR 15 
ONER. 


MY NAME 1S ROY, AND TVE BEEN ADDICTED 
то YUNOKLU FOR. SIX MONTHS. 


BABY BLUES 


OFI DIDNT EECA. 
GREAT NIGHTS SLEEP, BUT 
TCAN DEAL 


730M 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


DIVINE COMEDY 


[Swami 6, Туе LEARNeDY EVEN iF it's Quire 
MY LESSON. I'LL Never | FUN Te Do AND iT 
Gossip oR SPREAD | GiveS Me Some KiND 


FRoM Now oN, 
Go0DBYE, 


AND нешо, 
BoRine LiFe. 


MELCHOR'S 


Dahil po sa announcement ko kahapon, tumawag 

po sa akin ang mga malalaking kumpanya tulad ng 

Microsoft, Exxon Mobil Corporation, General Electric 

at Pfizer Incorporated. Nals nilang maglagay ng 

ads dito sa comic strip. Medyo matatagalan pa ang 
‘negotiations dahil malalaking pera ang 
pinag-uusapan. Pero meron na tayong 
Unang client na nakapagbayad na ng 

Php 45,000 kaya eto na 


Horoscope 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Give serious 
thought to plans con- 


VIRGO, (Aug. 23 to 


edem и» Sept. 22): Talk to bosses 


May 20): If shopping, 


nected with the govern- 
ment and large шй 
ons today You wont 
miss anything. youre on top ој 
Tings You set what is posi and 


Daity CROSSWORD 


ACROSS - ® 


1 Capital of 
Honduras 

12 Sedan or 
coupe 

15 Active hatreds 

T6 Metal yielding 
твга! 

17 Chow chow 
choppers? 

18 Hamm of 
soccer 

19 Top gun 

20 Sings mud 

22 Unered, oid- 
зуе 

25 Ask or alms 

28 Blue dyos 

29 Pause filers 

30 Serving dish 

32 Ballet — of 
Monte Carlo 

33 Nog's opposite 

34 Сутке 

16 Very German? 

37 Nice grfriend? 

38 Hisy fts 

40 QED рап 

КЕШ 
"Green 
Mansions" 

42 Dares — 

44 Jackie's о 

45 Herb wih 
‘aromatic seeds 

41 Атаа, 

лв Excossivoly 

48 Fax ancesior 

50 Summer his. 

51 Scott of 
КЕ 

53 Too routinized 

56 Ron Wu of 
Korea 

88 Halowcoris 


new methods, new styles and new ways of doing things. You're both sophisticated and witty. You work with extreme 
dedication at whatever you pursue. In your middle years, you will put home and family first. Work hard this year to 
built and construct something important. 
Birthdate of: Isadora Duncan, dancer; Jamie Oliver, TV chef; Jeremy Mayfield, NASCAR driver. 
ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Ang. 
е April 19): This is an ex- June 20): This is an ex- 22): Someone older, 
cellent day to make long- tremely productive day wiser or more experi- 
term plans about practi- for you. You've got your enced can give you ad. 
cally anything. You have thinking сар iting vice today. Listen to 
the ability to see the big picture. squarely on your head. You're not what is offered. Sift through what 
fooled by dreams or illusions. You're you want to take with you and what 
making realistic plans today. You choose to leave behind. 
Y and VIPs about your fu- 
joull buy something yo 
© practical and long-last ( ) ture plans regarding 
ing. You certainly want pae рий. Ты 
to ger the most bang for your buck. 
Youre thrifty and careful about 
money today. 


а good day to decide what direction 
you want your life to go in. Your 
State of mind is very solid and sensi- 
ble today. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Everything from 
ancient ideas to modern 
Philosophies appeals to 
you today. Youre not 
frivolous about this (not at all). You 
want to have a better, serious under- 
Standing of what makes everything 


tick. 
ance matters, estates, in- 


heritances, debt and 
shared property. You won't overlook 
friends, and decide what 


details. 
you want for yourself in 


the future. These people 


are part of your life. Where do they 


firin? 
You have the fortitude, 


the stamina and the dis- 


cipline to tackle whatever is on your 


Plate. (Good) 
today. Alternatively, you 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is a good 
day to tackle red-tape 
details regarding insur- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dee. 21): Sit down 
with partners and close 


By Josiah Broward 
Scranton, PA 


3 Rum 

‘ater 

5 а 

S Words ot 
тайап 

7 Bean 

Û Goddess o 
шу 
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22 neve 
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24 One wo 
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Routine, 
rather boring work will 
not bother you today 


AQUARIUS (Jan, 20 10 
Feb. 18): Older people 
San teach you something 


might be responsible for 


the care of younger people. 
long-lasting repairs at 


5 home today. Whatever 


x do within your home or your 
emily dynamic wil be productive, 
sensible and practical 


то. 

57 Possible to 
теме 

64 Classical 
leader? 

65 Manne shocker 

% Russ. o Lh, 

67 Cowboy 
toppers 


DOWN 
1 Tete le 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You сап ас- 


complish extensive, 
31 Dalat 

35 Mors of E 
"atop — 
заты дава 
1 "vernost чы 01 Anmar of 
Daren 

46 Ooze ooh 


55 Deere tva. 
58 Bishopric 


25 College in New 
York Cay 
26 French stars 
21 Whole that's 
2 Former queon ` more hanno 52 Ша 
of Spain Sum of ts paris. 54 Pol eror 
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Tuwing Sabado! 
Mga Kailangan; 
O Pisamang © Pag napisa na, (S) Sundan ng 
a tirang Patungan ng Juni ang 
clay sa isang. isa pang plasti. Korte ng na 


she sang “cla 
Voda. y pake cover: Res al 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


KIKO MACHINE 


GABE. EXCITING? 
ANO кєй KAYA, Wo? 
SANG MA- PUBLISH 
NGA SINUSULAT 


то зин олинар мит 
TAT ALAM KO NA 
mone SO0OBRANG Amara Je 
NA KATAWA-TAWA EW- 
NAGSULAT KA МА NG LIBRO” 
DATI, AS Ho YUNG WORD MISMO) 
d p ва? "Рива? 


LOVEKNOTS 


MELANIE, may 
lob KAZ! 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


062 Ako LOAD? 
ETAY A 


SATURDAY, 
MAY 27, 2006 


“ЗИТНЕВ,” Cheesy, campy—butfun. 


Homage to slime 
апі gore flicks 


By Noelani Torre 


WHO SAYS HORROR FLICKS CANT BE 
fun? Certainly not first-time director James 
Gunn, whose directorial debut claims to be 
both a horror movie and a comedy. 
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THE #1 MOVIE IN THE WORLD. 


If you're familiar with films like “The T -18 [FOR ADULTS ONLY 


“Thing,” "Invasion of the Body Snatchers,” 
“Night of the Living Dead,” and practically 
anything by George Romero, John Carpenter, 
and David Cronenberg, you'll probably recog- 
nize a lot of the elements present in “Slither.” 

There's the slimy alien life form that arrives 
оп a quiet Southern town via meteorite. The 
absolutely gross way that the life form goes 
about invading human bodies, and reproduc- 
ing in them. Lurching zombies, a ditzy 
blonde, and a bathroom scene with a cute 
teen. 


Tongue-in-cheek 

If the_aliens-invade-a-sleepy-redneck-town 
story and all of the abovementioned sound like 
they're from every B-horror movie you've ever 
seen, thats because they are. This is where the 
comedy is, in the conscious and very tongue-in- 
cheek use ofthese gross-out elements. 

“lichen” in fact, looks like the work of a man 
who obviously has a great love for this kind of 
fare, Gunn, who wrote the script for the highly 
praised 2004 remake of “Dawn of the Dead,” is a 
self-confessed horror geek, and this movie is his 
homage to the slime and gore films that not all of 
us might love, but which we all certainly know. 

If you're a fan of the genre, you'll enjoy the 
fact that the film is peppered with allusions to 
earlier flicks. Non-fans may not get all the in- 
jokes, but will still enjoy the zany mix of creeps 
and laughs. But if you don't enjoy seeing a lot of 
blood and guts, you may want to skip this since 
“Slither” is an unabashed grossfest. 


‘Small town 

The film is set in the small town of Wheels 
a slow place populated mostly by hicks where 
things are so boring that the cops spend their 
time monitoring the speed of passing whip: 
poorwills. 

Then, down comes the alien-camying mete- 
orite, a slug-like alien invades local millionaire 
Grant Grant (Michael Rooker of "Henry: Portrait 
ofa Serial Killer” fame), pets and cattle хал get- 
ting mutilated, and the local beauty and Grants 
wife Starla (a ditzy Elizabeth Banks) notices that 
her husband's rash is tuming out to be more than 
justan allergic reaction. 


Police chief 

She is rescued from her transformed hus- 
band (who is turning into some sort of squid) 
by police chief Bill Pardy (a wonderfully dead- 
pan Nathan Fillion), and pretty soon the only 
uninfected people left in town are the cute 
teen (Tania Saulnier) and the foul-mouthed 
mayor (Gregg Henry) 

Its cheesy, campy and generally dumb, but 
ivs also smartly handled, with actors who 
turn in serious performances (bet they had a 
lot of fun), and pacing that’s only a few gasps 
away from being completely breathless, 


Loving... 


1 never knew how difficult this job was until 1 
tried it myself. Mixing cement and gravel was 
easy at first—but пу doing it for more than five 
minutes and your back will hurt! 

Our third visit to the construction site was for 
the bricklaying stage. Julius joined our group 
and he enjoyed the experience so much—lifting 
hollow blocks and laying them with precision. 

Our fourth visit to the site was a fun 
one—we painted the two-story house with 
the family’s choice of color—light lavender. 
‘The activity became even more special be- 
cause the GK choir serenaded us. 

Then, it was time for the ceremonial turn- 
‘over—an emotional moment for all of us. The 
Cortes family gave a very simple, moving 
message of thanks, and we thanked them in 
tum. Helping build their house was an experi 
ence that nourished our souls. 

The Bayanihan spirit is alive in the very con- 
cept and vision of building a GK house. Mang 
Manuel is a GK hero himself—he volunteers to 
build his neighbors’ houses. Now, with God's 
grace, he and his whole family have a house 
they can proudly call their own. 

1 went back to visit the Cortes family ast Jan- 
wary when I accompanied my good friend, Dr 
Vicki Belo, her daughter Cristalle, and the Belo 
staff to Sitio Ruby. They, too, donated houses 
beside the home of Mang Manuel. It was Dr. Vic- 
kis gift co others on her birthday. Cristalle also 
did the same on her natal day last April 

Last week, Julius and 1 were again at Sitio 
Ruby, to judge a summer art contest empower- 
ing the youth and making them discover thelr 
true potentials. You see, GK is not just about 
building a house, it also means building 
lives--and character. 

‘Thank you, Terrence and Thelma Grana, Cou- 
ples for Christ cluster head for GK Sitio Ruby, 
Gerry Santos, project director of GK Sitio Ruby 
and his wife Chona, Ferdie Mendoza, SAGIP 
project manager of Sitio Ruby, and all the good. 
people of Sitio Ruby, You have enriched our lives, 
‘and contributed to our spiritual growth! 
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Non-Stop Laughs from Rob Schneider & the Gang! 
THE FUN BEGINS MAY За 
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Loving hands that build — 2,,,,5,4, 


By Tintin Bersola Babao 


HAVE YOU EVER EXPERIENCED 
moving in and out of homes too 
frequently and having no real 
permanent address? As a young 
girl, I did. 

My earliest memory of eviction 
was when I was four years old. It 
маз a small apartment in Cubao. 
We had no choice but to move out 
because my father had a falling 
out with his siblings. 

‘The next years, my parents, only 
sister and I lived а nomadic 
life—tiving in apartments in 
Cubao, Matatag St, Parafiaque, 
Fairview, White Plains, Greenhill, 
Loyola Heights, etc. We must have 
lived in more than 25 apartments 
and houses in my lifetime! build. 
Reasons 

There were varied reasons. 
Most of the time, we were living 
in dire straits. When my parents 
sold everything from country 
club shares to chicharon to earn a 
living, we lived in cramped apart- 
ments. When they chanced upon 
а gold mine selling oriental furni- 
ture, we moved to a 1,000-sqm. 
comer house with a swimming 
pool in Greenhills 

Then, the business went 
bankrupt. We sold the house and 
moved to a smaller home. That was 
in 1987--1 was 17 years old. For 
the next seven years, the cycle of 


will be my permanent residence. 


ОТИТ 


Ж: 


AUTHOR (right, center) and friends in the GK house they helped 


transferring homescontinued. One 
night I told myself, this is it: Some- 
дау, will buy my own house and it 


So, when I started earning my 
‘own money between 1993-1996, 
„1 took a leap of faith, and at- 
‘quired a loan for a house which I 
proudly called mine—bought 
with my blood, sweat and tears. 
only moved out of that home 
when I married and moved to my 
conjugal home with Julius, My 
mom and brother still live in that 
house today It is my gift to them. 
It is because of my past that 1 
donated and helped build a house 


‘The day 1 met the Cortes family 
was also when their house was 
going to be demolished, to give 
way to а new one. I could not be- 
lieve a space which measured a 
mere 20 sqm. could fit 16 people! 

Aling Helen, the sister of 
Manuel, told me that they would 
sleep in a sitting position to fit in 
the old bunk bed, 


interiors 

The interiors would get flood- 
ed, And when the water level 
тозе, all of them would just climb 
ошо the bed and stayed there till 
the water subsided. Almost di- 
rectly underneath their charcoal 
“lutuan” was, to my horror, their 
toilet bowl.” Simply put, this 
wasn't the kind of home the 
Cortes family deserved. 

That Saturday was an emo- 
tional day for them—they were 
going to say goodbye to the house 
that was witness to their lives 
many ups and downs. Yet, they 
were all thankful: Finally, they 
would have a decent place to live 
in. They would no longer be con- 
sidered squatters. 

We all joined hands and closed 
ош eyes in prayer. Minutes later, 
the “demolition team” composed of 
GK volunteers pummeled away un- 
til the house was reduced to rubble. 

My friends and 1 devoted four 
weekends to participate in the 
building process. We were there 
during the “palitada” stage— 


LOVING/ A3-5 


through Gawad Kalinga. Last 
year, on my 35th birthday, I con- 
vinced my high school best bud- 
dies that the GK house would be 
the perfect testament to our 22- 
year friendship.They all agreed 
and contributed money; 1 took 
care ofthe rest of the project cost. 


Volunteer 

Thanks to my “Magandang 
Umaga, Бауш" co-host, 
Bernadette Sembrano, who is also 
а GK volunteer, I got in touch with 
Issa Santos, GK Head for Parmer- 
ships, who furnished me with a list 
of families whose house Т could 
sponsor 1 chose Mang Manuel 
Cortes family in Kapamilya Vilage 
in Sitio Ruby Fairview. 
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To leave the nest, 
some men just 
need a little push 
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“An Amazing True Story... 


What Real Heroism Is All About” 


THE GREAT RAID 


AVAILABLE AT. ASTROVISION 
ASIATEC" LANDMARK RECORD BAR 


"VIDEO city oi Lus 
RABI CITY - MUSIC WOOK MUSIC STATION - MUSIC LAND - SHOPWISE - PUREGOLD 


BASED ON A TRUE STORY 


'OWER RECORDS.» MUSIC 1 - SM RECORD BARS > ASTRO! 
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For Inquiries Call C-interactive Hotine: 374-7683 « 373-4760 


| goes onstage at Merk д 


IT WAS IN 1950 WHEN NATY 
Crame Rogers began her career 
as educator and stage artist at 
Arena Theater. She assisted Dr. 
Severino Montano in founding 
the first community theater. 
And she was responsible for es- 
tablishing the Drama Educa- 
tion and Theater Arts program 
of the Philippine Normal Uni- 
versity 


ROGERS. Presents classics to 
derive inspiration from great 
literature. 


Theater of St. Scholastica's Col- 
lege and the University of Sto. 
‘Tomas Academic Theater. 

In celebration of the 53rd 
anniversary of Arena Theater, 
Rogers is directing “Sabina,” 
the one-act play regarded as 
Montano's finest work. 

Sabina is the story of a bar- 
rio lass who falls in love with a 
foreigner, who turns out to bea 
married man. It stars Ria Ferro, 
Archie Adamos and June He- 
brew. 

Presented back-to-back with 
"Sabina" is the hilarious come- 
dy “Why Women Wash the 
Dishes,” starring Teri Tolosa, 
Rico del Rosario and Lala 
Castillo. 

Rogers directs both plays, 
which run at Merk's Bar and 
Bistro today. Call 750-1481. 


Dynamic force 

“Drama can be a dynamic 
force in the community. By pre- 
senting classics, we enrich edu- 
cation and instill love for coun- 
try and a sense of pride in our 
cultural heritage, and derive 

ion from great litera- 
ture," she explains. 

In 1984, Naty formed the 
Philippine Drama Company and 
began presenting plays in her 
living room. She staged plays in 
the home of Engineer and Mrs. 
Jose Mabanta, in the gardens of 
“Ayala Alabang, in the basketball 
court of Baguio University, and 
in the sprawling Kapitolyo Gar- 
dens now known as the Aming 
Tahanan Sala Theater. 

The PDC is an outreach arm 


| of the Children and Teachers 


Child-sensitive TV allies support Funship 


THE ANAK TV FUNSHIP SAILS 
today with a trip to Boracay and 
Iloilo hosted by Negros Naviga- 
tion and PLDT. 


ly arrivals at the various functions 
will receive a prize from Cebu Pacif- 
ic, while Splash/HBC will provide 
foospas and beauty products to 
lucky patrons, 

A ship-wide logo hunt will be 
conducted by Negros Navigation 
and Panasonic, while snacks and 
drinks will be distributed by Choc- 
‘quick, Uni-President and URC. 


Supporters 

Corporate supporters of child- 
friendly television like 
Columbia's, URC, Panasonic, 
Goldilocks, Splasi/HBC, Uni- 
President, Hallmark and Cebu Pa- 
cific will stage games, raffles and 
fun activities to make the 
overnight voyage memorable and 
unique. 

The undertaking isa novel way 
of calling attention to the nation- 
al campaign for responsible tele- 
viewing. 

PLDT will launch its Smart bin- 
go, while celebrants on board will 
be feed with Goldilocks cakes. Ear- 


Programs 

The event continues on land at 
the Pizza da Baffo in Boracay, 
where the Anak TV Boto Ko "To sur- 
vey will be conducted to determine 
which stars and programs on 
Philippine TV are best or least liked. 

‘An Anak ТУ screening will be 
held on board the MS St. Peter 
the Apostle on its voyage from 
Пойо on May 28. 


Gift of nature 


NUTRITIOUS, DELICIOUS, ORGANIC AND CHEAP? AN- 
swer: Sweet potato (kamote) leavest 

These leaves are rich in chlorophyll and minerals such as calcium, 
phosphorus, iron and potassium. They are an excellent source of vita- 
mins A, B and C. 

Unfortunately, many people are not be inter- 
ested in them because they have not yet "discov- 
Lorus ered” the exotic ways of using this wonderful gift 
of nature. We'd like to share them with you: 
POND 
Wrappers 

First, sweet potato leaves make amazing 
wrappers. Choose large ones, wash them 
well, and make different types of fillings. Use 
fresh leaves to wrap them into little rolls. 
They are left open at the edges, and look like 
lumpiang shanghai. 

Some fillings you can put inside include: 

1. Grated papaya with grated ginger, kala- 
mansi juice, crushed peanuts, minced garlic 
and salt. 

2. Short mongo sprouts (togue) with thin 
strips of sweet potato and carrots sautéed in 
sesame oil and salt. 

3. Fried rice with tofu strips, black beans 
and garlic. 

4. Steamed rice with toasted sesame seeds, 
seaweed strips and soy sauce. 

Second, steam the leaves and then, add 
vinaigrette. Mix apple cider vinegar, olive oil, 
liule sugar and salt. Then, serve with fresh 
tomatoes. 

“Third, cook the sweet potato leaves in co- 
conut milk. Spice it up with black pepper, gin- 
gerand salt. 


hh heat 

Fourth, you can heat ой, sauté some garlic, 
add the leaves, and cook on high heat for a 
few minutes. Then, shift to low heat and add 
grated coconut and chopped green pepper. 
Don't overcook. Remove from heat, and mix 
in Lesp of lemon or kalamansi juice. 

Fifth, you сап use the leaves to make tem- 
pura. Use tempura batter, dip the leaves, and 
fry, Bat with sweet and sour sauce. 


Ss 
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on of Saving Private Ryan, The Great Raid is an inspirational true story 
it rescue mission in U.S. military history! As World War Two rages, 
{th Ranger Battalion is given a mission of heroic proportions: 
ету lines and liberale over 500 
yecommand of LI Col 

“Henry Mucci (Benjamin Brat 

‘unthinkable by attempting theimpossibie! Als 

бшп James Franco (Spider-Man 1 4 2),Connie Nielsen 
(Gladiator and Joseph Fiennes (Sh in Low) 
this gripping big-screen hit captures а moment intime when 
теп of honor became soldiers of destiny! 
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Fitch exec says rating upgrade not likely soon 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


DN Reno RP revenue-to-GDP ratio 2nd lowest among 98 countries 
LONDON-BASED FITCH RATINGS IS NOT LIKE- — In ал interview at the sidelines 


ly to upgrade its outlook on Philippine sovereign 


of the ACI World Congress at the 
Philippine International Conven- 


credit rating any time soon as lingering concerns tion Center visiting Fitch Ratings 


on the government's revenue collection over the 


senior director and head of Asia 
sovereign ratings James McCor- 


medium-term outweigh recent progress in fiscal mack yesterday said the current 


reforms. 


ePLDT to buy 
10096 of SPI Tech 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


PHILIPPINE LONG. DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
Co, (PLDT) added another company to its 
growing service portfolio by acquiring one of 
the biggest business process outsourcing firm 
in the world. 

In a statement, the country’s largest 
telecommunications firm said it had autho- 
rized its information and communications 
technology arm, ePLDT Inc., to acquire 100 
percentof the SPI group of companies. 

SPI is the second largest “pure-play” busi- 
ness process outsourcing (BPO) company and 
the ninth biggest independent BPO service 
provider in the world. 

“On May 24, SPI Tech L.P, the parent com- 
pany of SPI, formally accepted the letter ofin- 
terest submitted by ePLDT for the acquisition 
of 100 percent of SPI,” the company said. 

No price has yet been set for the transac- 
tion. PLDT said it would use internally gener- 
ated cash to fund ePLDT's acquisition of SPL. 

“Theseller has granted an exclusivity period 
within which to conduct due diligence on SPI 
and complete the transaction,” PLDT said. 

ePLDT has engaged investment banking 
firm Credit Suisse as its independent financial 
adviser for the transaction. 

The acquisition of SPI, together with its ex- 
isting Ventus call center group, will help solid- 
ify ePLDT's position as one of the major full- 
service BPO companies in the industry, the 
company said. 

“(It will] enable ePLDT to benefit greatly 
from the forecast growth in the BPO sector,” 
the company added. 

“The addition of SPI into ePLDT will broaden 
our participation in the promising BPO sector, 
which industry analysts forecast to grow at a 
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бее stock market report on Page BS) 


Shares close 3.296 higher 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 3.2-PER- 
cent higher yesterday due toa tach 
nical recovery after three straight 
days of losses, dealers said. 

Thoy said sentiment had also improved 
following gains on Wall Street overnight and 
in Asian markets earlier Friday. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
Index gained 71.06 points to close at the. 
day's high of 2,300.39. It earlier touched а 
low of 2229.33. 
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'RP gets Japan grant 
for microfinance sector /B2 


BOI drums up investor 
jinterest in the provinces /B7 


L 


rating of BB—or two notches be- 
low the much-coveted investment 


grade—was still “appropriate” 
given the existing fiscal weakness- 
es and recent fiscal gains. 

Fitch Ratings outlook on 
Philippine government credit is 
currently “stable” but the govern- 
ment hopes for a revision to “posi- 
tive” by some of the major global 
rating agencies toward yearend ог 


early next year. A “positive” out- 
look indicates a potential credit- 
rating upgrade within a year or 
two. 

While the government's fiscal 
position was now on a "positive" 
trend, the Hong Kongbased 
sovereign analyst said it would 
take much more than meeting rev- 


enue collection targets from the 
value-added tax reform to shore 
up the sovereign credit grade. 

"It has to do with medium-term 
issues, raising the revenue further. 
and raising revenues relative to: 
GDP (gross domestic product): 
Here (in the Philippines), its the 
second lowest among the coun- 
tries that we rate and we rate 98° 
countries. So its pretty much ar 

нтснув. 


You've taken great strides in earning a measure of success. Now you're all set to live the great life-at Crosswinds’ 
Grand Quartier". The Grand Quartier" is an upscale mid-rise condominium nestled on a Swiss-inspired haven. The 


Grand Quartier" is an Integral part of the masterplanned community of Crosswinds, complementing the neighboring 


enclaves of Pine Grove, Swiss Quadrilles", Deux Pointe’, and the upcoming Gourmet Village. And Its cool, quiet, and 


pine tree-filled environment relaxes you, providing the perfect setting for the great life. 


Your run towards the great life starts with the Crosswinds’ Grand Quartier", Get a Property Preview. 
Gil 850 2868 or 850 6986, or click www. brittany.com.ph 
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iere ilis Eee SE rad 30,2006at ВУ Michelle V. Remo will also help enhance the capa- ADB official said. 
мое тол) 000 pasang spaces Д ) 20% at bility of the Cooperative Develop- Sasaki said the grant would complement 
E Zestmoted 10,000 shoppers daly HK Sun Plaza Home Depot & Lifestyle Center. THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT ment Authority (CDA) in moni- the $150 million worth of official develop- 


Bawang ba Oc валда maang. has agreed to provide the Philip- toring the operations of coopera- ment assistance recently approved by the 

ddr ee CRINE — ALA EN EG pines $900,000 worth of grant to tives nationwide. АРВ for the Philippines. The 5150 million will 

a Hardware, Pais Architectural Materials, Ties & help develop the country’s micro. “Improved access to efficient mi- fund the Microfinance Development Pro- 

VIG en focties me DFA, Nso Glass and Cleaning Materials to join this event. finance industry and make it crofinance services can help the gram, which also focused on building viable 

ТЕЁ MS head Once senais Bos BUFFET WILL BE SERVED AT 5:30 PM fie useful for households and poor smooth their consumption, microfinance institutions and strengthening 
Т zsutound N small businesses. manage their risk better and build regulatory capacity of the CDA. 

иаа ESL located Fan Center Ма oras Bn Pasay uy ji ent DAA. "The grant, approved by the assets” Eiichi Sasaki, ADB finacial Тһе National Credit Council, an interagency 

T Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction sector specialist, said during the body headed by the Department of Finance, 

40% ‘GEPR), willbe administered bythe signing of the grant held at the De- was tasked to be the implementing agency for 

Slots Leased Out! Жаап Development Bank (ADB). partment of Finance last Thursday. the microfinance development projects. 


ели ү ا‎ I will be used to develop the  "Thechallengeishowtoprovide The grant for the Philippines from Japan 
АЩ RESERVE NOW! capabilities of cooperatives en- access to sustainable microfinance came despite earlier talks that the Japanese 
с бре on Home Depot Stategy ond CALL US AT: 832-2899 gaged in credit and savings орег. services for the more than 3million government was considering to suspend the 
832-9479 | 834-8899 gaged inei make them comply households in the Philippines that provision of assistance to the Philippines follow- 
Sener with regulatory rules. |t currently do not have access,” the ing the failure of the Philippine government to 
promptly give tax refund claims of Japanese 

contractors for infrastructure projects. 
DOF officials had said that the issue was 
being addressed as some tax refund claims 


А Я had already been serviced, 
“ASSET MANAGEMENT SECTOR The grant for the development of the microfi- 
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The all-new Mitsubishi Galant 240M. / 
Beauty isn't only skin deep. 


2.4 MIVEC Engine, INVECS II Sportronic transmission, Bigger cabin space, 
5-star crash test rating by the US National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Quad headlamps with auto-on feature, High Intensity Discharge (HID) with selectable level adjustment, 
Electroluminescent instrumentation cluster, Fully automatic aircon with climate control. 


See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! 
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Nox: (4) 711-2805 10 97 CARWORLD, INC. - Olongapo Youn) 222.313 224-4301 CARWORLD. INC. - Tana Te 

Buag Tel Noo: (044) 673-4003 / 788-4228 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES OF CABANATUAN CORP - Cozanaluan Mam) 

SZ 8401 JABEZ MOTOR CORP. - Daamnrrias Cavte Tol Моз: (046) 416-5008 / 850-0119 410-5200 / 850 1081 MOTORPLAZA. INC. - Calasiao (Wan) Te. Nos. (079) 517-3000 /5174 

INC.” Baguio Сту Tel Nos: (074) 300-3871 / 810-023 MOTORPLAZA, МС. - La Union ToL Nos: (072) 705.5050 MOTORPLAZA. INC. - Urdaneta Tel Нов. (075) $09 2502 SFM SALES 

ain) Tel, Nos.: (49) 562.0800 to 91 / 662-0500 SFM SALES CORP Lips Tol No. (043) 756-1018 VISAYAS DEALERS. AVESCOR MOTORS 

37-5405 587-6487 AVESCOA MOTORS -Bacoog Tok Nos (04) 435-2111 10 14 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP (м 

Dumaguato Ти. Nos. (009 226-1427 lo 29 225-6925 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Tacloban Tol Nos. (053) 323-2520 /323 2370 lo 807 

Tal Ns. (098) 411-2881 / 411.5814 10 15 MINDANAO DEALERS. KARASIA, INC. - Davao Moin) Te Мов. (02) 222-1111 1 18 KARASIA. INC. - Davao (Sou) Tel Nos: (082) 290-1490 o 94 / 298-0175 10 
77 KARASIA, INC. Tagum Тө. Nos: 094) 217-3582 MINDANAO INTEGRATED COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES, INC. Tar Nos. (083) 302.0509 о 87 (063) 952-4701 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP - 
Butuan Tei. Nos.: (006) 815-3088 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Cagayan de Oro Tol. Nos.: (6) 855-1546 ZAMBOANGA MOTORS, INC. Tel. Nos.: (062) 991-2138 / 993-0786 
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Invisibility cloak 
soon a reality? 


work said it presents a solid case 
for making invisibility an attain- 


able goal. 


Metamaterials 

"This is very interesting science. 
and a very interesting idea and it 
is supported ona great mathemat- 
ical and physical basis," said Nad- 
er Engheta, a professor of electri- 
cal and systems engineering at the 
University of Pennsylvania. En- 
gheta has done his own work on 
invisibility using novel materials 
called metamaterials. 

Pendry and his co-authors also’ 
propose using metamaterials be- 
cause they can be tuned to bend 
electromagnetic _radiation—ra- 
dio waves and visible light, for ex- 
ample—in any direction. 

‘A doak made of those materials, 
with a structure designed down to 
the submicroscopic scale, would nei- 
ther reflect light nor cast a shadow. 

Instead, like a river streaming 
around a smooth boulder, light and 
all other forms of electromagnetic 
radiation would strike the cloak 
and simply flow around it, continu- 
ing on as if it never bumped up 
against an obstacle... That would 
give an onlooker the apparent abil- 
ity to peer right through the cloak, 


ASHINGTON— 
Imagine an in- 
visibility cloak 


that works just like the 
one Harry Potter inherit- 
ed from his father. 

Researchers in England and the. 
United States think they know 
how to do that. They are laying 
ош the blueprint and calling for 
help in developing the exotic ma- 
terials needed to build a cloak. 

The keys are special manmade 
máterials, unlike any in nature or 
the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry. These materials are 
intended to steer light and other 
forms of electromagnetic radia- 
tion around an object, rendering it 
as invisible as something tucked 
into a hole in space. 

Ms it science fiction? Well, its 
theory and that already is not sci- 
ence fiction. Its theoretically pos- 
sible to do all these Harry Potter 
things, but what's standing in the 
way is our engineering capabili- 
ties,” said John Pendry, a physicist 
at the Imperial College London. 

Details of the study, which Pendry 
cohwrote, appear in Thursdays on- 
line edition of the joumal Science. 

‘Scientists not involved in the 


Car of the future 


Eureka! 


"WITH RISING GAS PRICES AND 
environmental destruction, there 
isan imperative need for car com- 
pahies to come up with creative 
solutions. Toyota has its electric 
hybrid Prius, and now Daimler- 
Chrysler has fuel cells. The latter. 
technology is almost too good to 
be! true: imagine driving a Mer- 
cedes Benz, no less, and emitting 
not noxious gas, but water! 

How is this possible? Accord- 
ing to the auto manufacturer, the. 
power unit of this car of the fu" 
ture operates on hydrogen, either 
in pure form or bound in a com- 
pound. This hydrogen, together 
"with oxygen, is converted into 
electricity, which can then be 
used to power ће motor. Voila! 
The only substance produced in 
this entire process is water, or 
Tre accurately water vapor 
What's more, the fuel cell drive is 
doubly more efficient than con- 
ventional petrol engine. 


20 prototypes 

‘Last April at The Loft at Rockwell 
Cemer, CATS Motors and Daimler- 
Chrysler held a symposium on in- 
novative technologies. They have 
the right to be proud. Since the 
1990s, DaimlerChrysler has been 
researching on fuel сей technology, 
and around 20 prototypes have al- 
ready come into being. 

‘In 2001, the minivan Natrium 
(from the German and Latin 
word for sodium) displayed an 
innovative way to store hydro- 
gen—not from gas tanks but gen- 
erated directly from sodium 
borohydride, a white salt. A year 
later, the NECAR 5, a fuel сей run- 
ning on methanol, set a long-dis- 
tance record by crossing the USA 
from San Francisco to Washing- 
ton, In 2004, at the Geneva Inter- 
national Motor Show, the Jeep 
‘Treo concept demonstrated how 
the fuel cell can power a vehicle 
with two electric motors- and 
four-wheel drive, 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua > 


Since 2004, abaca fibers have 
been used in the outer cover of 
the spare-wheel compartment on 
the three-door version of the Mer- 
cedes-Benz A-class. This is the 
first ever application of a natural 
fiber ina car's exterior. 

‘Abaca fibers are excellent, with 
strength, durability and other 
properties similar to those of 
glass fibers. What's more, abaca 
fiber production is less energy in- 
tensive, achieving up to 60 per- 
cent energy savings, which signif- 
icantly reduce the emission of 
carbon dioxide and other poi- 
sonous gases. 


Reforestation 

‘At the Abaca Processing Center 
at Leyte State University, various 
projects are underway, such as se- 
lecting suitable plants, improving 
cultivation, processing fiber, re- 
foresting the rain forest, training 
farmers, and developing the best 
mix for cars. 

Best of all, our forests regener- 
ate. According to Daimler- 
Chrysler, “For about 50 years 
now, there has been very little 
rain forest left in the Philippines. 
t was cleared primarily to take 
space for coconut plantations. 
"The goal of the abaca project is to 
replace this monoculture with 
domestic plants and trees. The 
partners in the project instruct 
farmers in rainforestation farm- 
ing. There is no more exclusive 
planting of coconuts, but mixed 
cultivation with abaca, bananas, 
manioc and durian trees.” 


Stops soil erosion 

“The natural reforestation of 
the rain forest stops the soil ero- 
sion caused by clear cutting and 
large-area felling. It stabilizes ће 
slopes that сап be carried away 
by landslides. And ultimately, 
there is a chance of maintaining 
the enormous variety of species, 
which is actually higher in the 
Philippines than in the Amazon 
rainforest. 

"At the same time, abaca pro- 
cessing creates jobs for the local 
farmers, multiplying their in- 
come tenfold and improving their 
living conditions.” 

Other partners in the project 
include the German Investment 
and Development Association, 
Hohenheim University, Reutlin- 
gen Polytechnic College, the Ма- 
tonal Abaca Research Center, the 
European Nature Heritage Fund 
and the company Rieter. 


Reliable fuel supply 

Fuel cells are rapidly being 
adapted around the world. Since 
2003, 60 cars have been subject- 
edtto tests in everyday operation 
with selected customers in the 
USA, Europe, Japan and Singa- 
pore. In 10 European cities and 
later this year in Australia, more 
than 30 fuel cell buses are already 
in operation plying their usual 
routes. In Hamburg, the company 
Hermes-Versand has already 


hicle since 2001 to deliver pack- 
ages. UPS did the same in 2004. 
"The catch? A reliable fuel supply 
infrastructure must be built, and 
more innovations be done to make 
the cars affordable to the public. 
‘Leyte is now an integral part of 
the DaimlerChrysler operation. 


with everything tucked inside con- 
cealed from view. 


18 months away 

“Yes, you could actually make 
someone invisible as long as 
someone wears a cloak made of 
this material,” said Patanjali Pari- 
mi, a Northeastern University 
physicist and design engineer at 
Chelton Microwave Corp. in 
Bolton, Massachusetts. 

Such a cloak does not exist, but 
early versions that could mask 
microwaves and other forms of 
electromagnetic radiation could 
be as close as 18 months away, 
Pendry said. He said the study 


was “an invitation to come and 
play with these new ideas.” 

“We will have a cloak after not 
toolong,” hesaid. 

The Pentagon's Defense Ad- of 
vanced Research Projects Agency 
supported the research, given the 
obvious military applications of 
such stealthy technology. 

While Harry Potter could wear 
his cloak to skulk around Hog- 
warts, a real-world version prob- 
ably would not be something just 
tobe thrown on, Pendry said. 

“To be realistic, its going to be 
fairly thick. Cloak is a misnomer. 
‘Shield’ might be more appropri- 
ate,” hesaid. AP 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


E-mail pr_sclence_health@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 
Assistant Editor Stella О, Gonzales 


2 drugs can help 
prevent breast cancer 


By Charles E. Buban 


RALOXIFENE IS AS EFFECTIVE 
as tamoxifen in reducing the risk 


of breast cancer 


menopausal women at increased 
risk for the disease. This is the re- 
sult of the nearly completed five- 
year Study of Tamoxifen and 
Raloxifene (STAR), the largest 
North American breast cancer 
prevention trial undertaken. 


cent fewer uterine cancers and 29 
percent fewer blood clots than the 
women who took tamoxifen. 

Also, initial results from the 
STAR suggest that raloxifene does 
not increase the risk of developing 
a cataract, as tamoxifen does. 

The final results of the trial, in- 
volving 19,747 women in more 
than 500 centers across the Unit- 
ed States, Canada and Puerto Ri- 
co, will be known later this year. 


in post- 


Since 1998, tamoxifen has 


been the only drug available to 
reduce breast cancer risk. How- 
tamoxifen also triggers 
menopausal symptoms like hot 
flashes and slightly increases the 
chances of a woman developing 

blood clots, 


ever, 


uterine cancers, 
strokes and cataracts. 


osteoporosis 


On the other hand, raloxifene 
(developed by Eli Lilly under the 
brand name Evista) was ap- 
proved in 1997 for the prevention 

іп post 
menopausal women. Researchers 
took a second look at raloxifene 
after studies showed that fewer 
women who took the drug devel- 
oped breast cancer compared to 
those taking a placebo. 


Fewer side effects 

The STAR trial showed that 
both drugs reduced the risk of de- 
veloping invasive breast cancer by 
about 50 percent, but women who 
took raloxifene daily had 36 per- 


Significant step 

Dr. Lilia Luna, a senior consul- 
tant at the FEU-Dr. Nicanor Reyes 
Medical Foundation Medical 
Centers Department of Obstet- 
rics and Gynecology, said the pos- 
itive news from the STAR trial isa 
significant step in the country's 
fight against breast cancer. 

She pointed out that the Phil 
pines has one of the highest inci- 
dence of breast cancer in all of Asia. 

Postmenopausal Filipino wom- 
en, she said, would now have а 
choice of two breast cancer risk , 
reduction drugs. 

Raloxifene and tamoxifen belong 
to a class of drugs known as selec- 
tive estrogen receptor modulators, 
or SERMS. Luna said these drugs 
achieve the positive effects of tradi- 
tional estrogen therapy, including 
stabilizing bone mass and improv- 
ing lipid profile, and avoid the neg- 
ative effects like increased risk of 
uterine cancer and breast cancer. 


By Rafael R. Castillo MD 


CONTRARY TO WHAT MOST 
people think, blood pressure 
generally increases in the early 
morning, hours just before one 
wakes up and is sustained ший 
mid-morning. It then gradually 
decreases during the day and 
even dips at night when one is 
sleeping, before it surges during 
the early morning hours. This is 
called the normal diurnal pattern. 
of the BP 

The early moming surge, no 
matter how restful one's sleep is, 
has been identified as the culprit 
behind the increased incidence of 
strokes and heart attacks, even 
sudden death, in the early moming 
hours. 

Recently published studies in 
elderly patients suggest that hy- 
pertension in the morning hours 
is a strong, independent predic- 
tor of future stroke events, and 
this has been shown as a greater 
risk than having sustained hy- 
pertension during the daytime. 

A morning surge in blood 
pressure has also been identi, 

fed as a better predictor of 

stroke than extreme dips in the 
BP at night. 

Extreme dipping of the BP 


hours. 


In problematic 
cases, the physi- 
dan may even re- 
quest for a 24-hour BP recording 
through a device which mea- 
sures the BP intermittently even 
while one is asleep. 


Normal pattern 

The normal diurnal BP pat- 
tern even in healthy nonhyper- 
tensive individuals reflects the 
falling of the BP during the night 
and rising during the early 
morning hours prior to awaken- 
ing. Abnormal diurnal patterns 
include the sustained level of 
the BP at night ("nondippers"). 
Nondippers usually have more 
damage to the vital organs, in- 
duding the brain, heart, and 


Early morning BP surge risky 


when one is asleep is also associ- 
ated with stroke risk when fol- 
lowed by an excessive BP surge 
in the early morning hours be- 
fore waking up. Doctors usually 
ask hypertensive patients to 
check their BP upon waking up 
just before they take their next 
dose of their BP-lowering pills. 
This gives the physician an idea 
of the patients BP 
condition during 
the early morning 


Medical School 


have a 
quency 
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tion called dementia. 


risk. 
78% of strokes 


kidneys. The risk is even higher 
when the BP during sleep is ac- 
tually higher than during the 
waking hours, and this group 
has been called “risers.” 

Dr. Kazuomi Kario of the Jichi 
in Tochigi, 
Japan, and his colleagues have 
identified another subtype of ab- 
normal diumal variation. These 

are the so-called ex- 
treme dippers, who 
ügher fre- 

of 
Silent” (no symp- 
toms) and clinical 
brain disease which 
subsequently ends up in stroke 
or early decline in mental func- 


Extreme dippers may also 
have an exaggerated morning 
surge of the BP They have 
shown that risers have the worst 
stroke prognosis, and extreme 
dippers are at an intermediate 


In the study, researchers found 
that 78 percent of the stroke 
events occurred between 6 a.m. 
and noon in those with a signifi 
cant еайу moming BP surge, 
compared with 41 percent in 


those without the early morning 
surge—a clinically significant dif- 
ference. 

“An excessive morning surge 
was an independent predictor of.. 
stroke in elderly patients with hy- 
pertension,” Dr. Kario concluded. 
He added that although in their 
previous work, they showed that 
extreme dippers are at an in-, 
creased risk of stroke, the culprit 
mechanism may actually be the 
morning surge, rather than exces- 
sive low blood pressure during the 
night. 

Dr. Kario speculated that the 
early moming BP surge may trig- 
ger platelet stickiness or hyper- 
aggregation leading to the for- 
mation of blood clots inside the 
arteries. 

So its best for hypertensive 
patients who exercise early in 
the morning to take first their 
antihypertensive pills as soon as 
they wake up and allow some 
time for it to take effect before 
doing strenuous exercise. Physi- 
cians have to make sure also 
that whatever drug regimen 
they give for high blood pres- 
sure should be able to extend up 
to the early morning hours until 
their patients take their next 
dose. 


both 


ITS LATE AFTERNOON. YOU WALK INTO 
your favorite coffee shop, order your beloved 
large soy latte with two shots of espresso, and 
start to leave. Suddenly you realize that you're 
not sure ifthe barista confused your order with 
that of the person who came after you and or- 
dered a decaf latte. You reach into your pocket 
and pull out one of the little colored sticks you 
keep handy, momentarily swirl itin your drink, 
pull it out to note the color change, and then 
head back to the counter, your suspicions veri- 
fied. 

This seems to be one scenario imagined by 
researchers at Washington Universi- 
ty School of Medicine in St. Louis 
(WUSM). Ws convincing 
enough that chemists Jack 
and Ruth Ladenson from the. 
Division of Laboratory 
Medicine have filed patents on 
this so-called “dipstick assay” 
for commercial use. Jack 
Ladenson was also lead au- 
thor of the paper that docu- 
ments most of the work upon 
which the patent is based. The 
paper appears in the June 1 is- 
sue of the journal Analytical 
Chemistry. 


Camelids 

‘The science behind the caffeine assay is 
worth mentioning because of the exotic ele- 
ments involved. For the dipstick assay to work, 
Ladenson et al. needed to find caffeine-speci 
antibodies that could withstand high tempera- 
tures, Experiments showed that such anti 


Dipstick assay 


Discover 


Massie Santos Ballon 


ies from mice broke down at approximately 70 

degrees Celsius. If these were used for the dip- 

stick test, the product wouldn't be very useful 

because it meant that the consumer would 

have to wait until the hot beverage had cooled 
enough to get an accurate reading. 

In the interest of instant gratification then, it 

turns out camelids such as llamas and 

@ camels can produce caf- 

= feine-specific antibodies 

<) that are stable at higher 

7 temperatures. Ladenson 

= et al. got three llamas in 

BA Washington state named. 

PILI Fanfare, Virtual and Very 

Señorita and two Eritrea- 

based camels named Mas- 

sawa and Assab to the cause. 

‘Their involvement made the pro- 

jecta truly international effort. 

To produce the desired antibod- 

ies, the animals were regularly inject- 

ed with small doses of caffeine over sev- 

eral weeks. Each of the llamas and camels do- 

nated approximately half a liter of blood rich 

with the desired antibodies. 
‘The researchers separated the antibodies 
and tested them for stability at various tem- 


peratures, Some of the caffeine-specific anti- 
bodies, specifically those from Very Señorita, 
were found to be able to withstand tempera- 
tures close to 90 degrees Celsius. 

‘When these selected antibodies were used 
in a crude version of the dipstick assay and 
tested against more established and less 
portable caffeine assays, Ladenson et al, found 
that their antibody test was just as accurate. 


Tea, chocolate 

Also worth noting was that the Ilama's caf- 
feine-specific antibodies could distinguish be- 
tween caffeine and caffeine-like chemicals 
such as theobromine and theophylline, which 
are found in tea and chocolate. This meant 
that any tests for caffeine wouldn't be skewed 
by similar chemicals in the beverage. 

“Now that we've isolated the sequence of 
this stable anticaffeine antibody, we can pro- 
duce copies in the lab....[and] we don't need to 
rely on the animals,” Ladenson noted in a 
WUSM press release. 

So to Fanfare, Virtual, Very Señorita, Mas- 
sawa, and Assab: thank you for your blood, 
You've made a memorabie and valuable co 
tribution to science. 

‘The caffeine dipstick test may or may not 
eventually make it onto supermarket shelves. 
Once it does, it may either become a very 
profitable enterprise or else remain a novelty 
item, However the product ultimately does on 
the market, perhaps the researchers will re- 
ward you with immortality by naming the test 
after you. At the very least, one сап only hope 
they've already given you an extra share of 
grain. 
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BANCO DE ORO UNIVERSAL 
Bank of mall taipan Henry Sy Sr. 
still wants to merge with third 
largest Equitable PCI Bank but, 
for now, it has put on hold all 
merger offers, BDO president 
Nestor Tan yesterday said in a 
press briefing. 

Tan said that BDO is still will- 
ing to talk about plans concern- 
ing Equitable PCI Bank—now 
dominated by the SM Group—if 
shareholders are open to the pro- 
posal. 

He stressed however that “this 
was not a [formal] offer" for a 
merger. 

“At the moment, yes, we are 
abandoning our proposal to swap 
BDO shares for Equitable PCI 
shares,” Tan said. “Our willing- 
ness to talk is not an offer. We are 
willing to talk, but there is no of- 
feratthe moment.” 

Tan yesterday admitted that 
other shareholders of Equitable 
PCI have not looked favorably оп 
BDO's merger proposal. 

“We put in more than P1 bil- 
lion in (Equitable PCI], and we 
can't just forget about it,” Tan 
added. “Our long-term plan is 
still for consolidation. Other 
shareholders don’t want it. In 
the meantime, we have put [the 
merger plans] in the backburn- 
er and focus on organic 
growth.” 

Tan said the bank expects to 
grow its net income to P3.1 bil- 
lion this year from P2.54 billion 
in 2005 despite anemic loan 
growth. 

Growth will largely be driv- 
en by deposits, the expansion 
of its business via additional 
branches from recently ac- 
quired United Overseas Bank 
(UOB), as well as income from 
fees. 

BDO has recently completed 
the integration of UOB into its 
wing, which has resulted in the 
growth of the number of branch- 
esto 224. 

Following the acquisition, BDO 
will have expanded its reach to 
include key provincial areas such 
as Baguio, Batangas, Dagupan, 
Davao and Iloilo. 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL IN- 
stitutions (GFIs) in the first 
quarter issued some P7.9 bil- 
lion in loans to small and medi- 
um scale enterprises employing 
an estimated 98,336 Filipinos 
nationwide. 

According to Zorayda Amelia 
C. Alonzo, Trade and Industry 
undersecretary for SME devel- 
‘opment, the Land Bank of the 
Philippines led the list of GFIs 
when it offered a total of P3.7 
billion in loans to SME clients. 
‘The Development Bank of the 
Philippines followed with P3.1 
billion in loans. The others 
were the Philippine Export-Im- 
port Credit Agency (PhilExim) 
with some P62 million, the 
Small Business Guarantee and 
Finance Corp. (SB Corp.), with 
P829 million, the Quedan Rural 
Credit and Guarantee Corp. 


Fitch exec says 


the bottom of the heap,” he noted. 
The lowest was Costa Rica's, he 
said. 

“(Growth in revenues) is hap- 
pening but at a slower pace com- 
pared with other countries,” he 
told reporters. He added that while 
revenues in many countries were 
above 20 percent of GDP revenue- 
to-GDP ratio in the Philippines re- 
mained below the benchmark. 

The Philippines revenue-to- 
GDP ratio stood at 14.5 percent in 
2004 and only slightly improved to 
14.8 percent ast year. 

‘The Philippine government has 
kept its cash budget deficits within 
target since the start of the year 
and even chalked up a budget sur- 
plus in April of P17.6 billion, but 
there was a shortfall in the collec- 
tion ofthe main taxagency Bureau 
of Internal Revenue. 

‘The April budget surplus stood 
five times higher than the P3. 
lion surplus seen in the same 
month of 2005, while the deficit 
for the first four months of P50 bil- 
lion was below the P60.J-billion 
deficit in the same period of last 
year. 
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BDO shelves merger plan for now 


Banco de Oro this year expects to post net income of P3.1B 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS LARGEST 
commercial shipping line is shop- 
ping for new vessels to cut down 
onfuel costs amid the high price of 
crude oil in the international mar- 
ket that has further widened its 
losses in the first quarter. 

The board of directors of 
Aboitiz Transport System Corp. is 
now evaluating several refleeting 
proposals, according to its chair- 
man Jon Ramon Aboitiz, shortly 
after he attended the company’s 
annual meeting. 

“So far, the only decision we've 
made is to ... rationalize [opera- 
tions] and look for more fuel-eff- 
cient vessels,” Aboitiz said. “[As 
to] what type of vessels, that is 
still being studied at this time.” 

‘At present, the company oper- 
ates a total of 14 vessels 11 in its 
Superferry flet plus three in its 
Cebu Ferry line—which are al- 


Aboitiz eyes more efficient ships 
as fuel costs dampen financials 


ready some of the most efficient 
and youngest commercial ships 
operating in the country. 

ATSCS vessels carry a mix of 
passengers and cargo to desti- 
nations nationwide. 

With a downtime rate of only 
0.015 percent, Aboitiz said the 
company's efficiency level can al- 
ready be considered "world-class" 

“As a whole, we have pretty ef- 
ficient vessels,” he said. “But you 
have to keep in mind that howev- 
ег efficient your vessels are, with 
fuel cost at $70 per barrel, it has 
an impact on your bottom line.” 

In the first quarter of the year, 
ATSC posted a net loss of P192.4 
million from loss of P167.2 mil- 
lion in the same period in 2005. 

Aboitiz emphasized that the 
company is now looking for ways 
to save on fuel on top of merely 
buying more fuel-efficient ships 
and retiring less efficient ones. 

“We're looking at different 


ways of becoming more effi- 
cient in order to negate the very 
big increases that we've had in 
fuel,” the ATSC chairman said. 
"Ies very hard. Anybody who's 
in the fuel intensive business is 
having difficulty.” 

Where ATSC's fuel costs 
stood at only 25 percent of total 
revenues, it now stands at 39 
percent due to rising fuel costs. 

He said, however, that the 
company's good cash flow have 
helped it weather the storm, 
giving it enough elbow room to 
even reduce its debt burden. 

“Were reducing our debt,” he 
said, adding that the repayment 
was sourced from internally-gen- 
erated funds. "Last year, it was (a 
reduction of] over P300 million.” 

During the stockholders’ 
meeting, the ATSC board also 
approved an option to convert 
preferred shares to common 


shares to increase its capital. 


S. 


ServiceMaster Philippine 


USA; Brent Omdahl of the Embassy of the 
ServiceMaster Philippines; and Fred Strickland, vice president of Terminix USA. 


GFI loans for SMEs reach P7.9B in Q1 Filinvest 


(Quedancor) with P92 million, 
and the National Livelihood 
Support Fund (NLSF) with 
P13.9 million. 

Alonzo said that with the 
first quarter loan figure, a total 
of P93.28 billion has been of- 
fered under the SME Unified 
Lending Opportunities for Na- 
tional Growth (Sulong) Pro- 
gram. 

The program aims to provide 
SMEs with easier credit access. 

“That should be able to trans- 
late into half a million jobs, 
roughly the same as last year,” 
said Alonzo, who is also chai 
person and chief executive offi- 
cer of SB Corp. 

For the first quarter, accord- 
ing to Alonzo, 678 SMEs were 
given technical assistance on 
product development in order 
to join trade shows, including 
the National Trade Fair, Tarlac 
Furniture Show, Fashion Week 


rating upgrade . 


“In terms of overall revenue ef- 
ficiency, we still have lingering 
concerns on the way the govern- 
ment is achieving that (fiscal tar- 
get). Irs more through spending 
restraint, which is a very good 
thing but lest you increase rev- 
enue which we still continue to 
consider a fundamental weak- 
ness, its actually disappointing, to 
be honest," McCormack said. 

“We really love to see the gains 
moving forward to be more on the 
revenue side rather than the ex- 
penditure side,” he stressed. 

McCormack stressed that he 
was пос suggesting any further in- 
crease in tax rates as those 
rates—such as on the VAT and the 
Corporate income tax—were al- 
ready comparable with other 
‘countries in the region. 

“Bur the efforts that are under- 
way to increase collection need to 
be stepped up, followed up and 
we really need to see progress on 
that,” he said, citing the need to 
see more tangible results in reduc- 
ing tax evasion and avoidance. 

He said there had been a lot of 
“fanfare” inthe campaign to prose- 


and Go Negosyo Summit. 

“With the product innova- 
tions, it must be noted that 
some P19 million has been 
earned by participating SMEs 
during the National Trade Fair 
alone,” she said. 

‘Another program the govern- 
ment is pushing is the One 
Town One Product-Philippines 
(Otop-Philippines) Program. 

The program aims to pro- 
тоге entrepreneurship and cre- 
ate jobs. It also encourages the 
country's micro, small and 
medium enterprises to produce 
and market distinct products or 
services using indigenous raw 
materials and manpower. 

Through Otop-Philippines, 
local government executives 
will take the lead in identifying, 
developing, and promoting а 
specific product or service 
which has a competitive advan- 
tage. 


, From page BI 


Cure tax evaders but this would 
have to result in actual improve- 
ment in revenues. 

Over the medium term, he said 
reducing the deficits through ex- 
penditure cuts would not be sus- 
tainable given recurring spending 
pressures. 

"So if the revenue is not there, 
either the deficit goes up or the 
spending doesn't happen and that 
has implication for economic 
growth and overall economic pic- 
ture," McCormack said. 

He said Fitch Ratings had as- 
sumed in its current ratings that 
the Philippines would meet its VAT 
collection target, so it would take 
much more progress in fiscal con- 
solidation to merit an improve- 
mentin the ratings. 

Among the three most influen- 
tial global credit rating agencies, 
Fitch Ratings keeps the highest rat- 
ing on Philippine sovereign debt of 
two notches below investment 
grade. Standard & Poor's rates the 
Philippine sovereign credit at three 
notches below investment grade 
and Moody's, at four notches be- 
low investment grade. 


sets aside 
P4.5B for 
key projects 


‘THE GOTIANUN-LED FILINVEST 
conglomerate has set aside 
roughly P4.5 billion for key pro- 
jects of its major companies this 
year, said Josephine Gotianun- 
Yap, Filinvest Development Corp. 
president. 

Following yesterday's stock- 
holders’ meeting of the groups 
property arm Filinvest Land Inc. 
(FLD, Yap said the group this year 
would spend about P2.5 billion 
for information technology-relat- 
ed developments of Filinvest Ala- 
bang Inc., PLS billion for resi- 
dential projects of FLI, and P500 
million for FDC's seaside project. 
in Mactan, Cebu. 

To address the pressing de- 
mand for IT office spaces, Cyber- 
zone Properties Inc. the facilities 
provider of FAI has started con- 
structing Plaz@ A, a six-storey 
building with a leasable area of 
11000 square meters at the 
NorthGate Cyberzone in Ala- 
bang. 

PlazQ A is expected to be com- 
pleted by June this year. Locators 
in the area include GenPact, an 
outsourcing subsidiary of Gener- 
al Electric and eTelecare. 

CPI also broke ground last 
February on Plaz@ D, a mirror 
image of Plaz@ A. By the second 
quarter this year, a third building 
will be built. 

РИ on the other hand plans to 
launch new middle income resi- 
dential projects this year, such as 
The Pines at South Peak in Lagu- 
na, Spring Heights 2 in Quezon 
City and Ashton Fields in Laguna. 

The Filinvest Group is also de- 
veloping what it hopes will be- 
come Cebu's premiere seaside 
residential resort оп а 12-hectare 
seaside property, dubbed 
Seascapes Resort Town. This will 
be scheduled for launch this year. 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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Exporters optimistic, look to sustain growth 


eat, 


Demand for electronics rising in Asia; weak peso helping f 


OPTIMISM AMONG PHILIPPINE able growth. “Ifyou look at the poor perfor- pines still needs to do much 
exporters is growing after years Вис they added there were mance before, it was because in- more, including widening its ex- 
of tepid performance and it’s not more reasons to be hopeful than vestment was low” said Young. рот base and improving infras- 
just down to strong global de- six months ago, including a “2006 has started well because  tructure. 

‘mand for electronics, the coun- weakening of the peso. investment is strong.” One risk is that the country's 
пуз main export The peso has fallen more than Young, also chief executive at export mix is dominated by the 

Increased investment, firm de- 3 percent since May 8 to almost PSi Technologies Inc., a maker of same kind of electronics products 
mand from China anda more sta- 53 per dollar, and this could pro- power conversion chips, said his that China excels in producing. 
ble economic backdrop all sug- vide some comfort to Philippine firm would likely invest $508 The Philippines supplies about 
gest exports are starting to make firms that have suffered from cur- million this year to expand its fa- 10 percent of the world's semi- 
a break from the pastas long as rency strength inthe past yea. cilities, up from $4-to-5 million conductor manufacturing ser- 
government and industry seize The value of exports—which last year. vices needs, including mobile 
the opportunity to lock in the also include garments, vehicle Тһе Philippines, like its Asian phone chips and micro proces- 
gains. parts, coconut oil, fruit and neighbors, faces tough competi- sors. 

“Ч would like to believe this is wooden furniture—is equivalent боп from China's low-cost, mass- — "The Philippines is concentrat- 
the start of a trend and most ex- to about 40 percent of Philippine production base. ed in one sortof chips,” said Anni- 
portitems seem to be doing well,” gross domestic product, so a For example, in late 2004 па Kaltenbrunner, economist for 
Said Sergio Ortiz Luis, president sharp pick-up would mean a sig- Japan's Toshiba Corp. closed its Asia-Pacific at Global Insight in 
of the Philippine Exporters Соп. nificant boost to the economy. Philippine laptop computer facili- London. 
federation. Arthur Young, president of the ty and moved it to China. “If demand gets diverted from 

Exports in the first quarter Semiconductor and Electronics But China also offered oppor- this one technology the Philip- 
climbed 13.8 percent from a year Industries in the Philippines Inc., tunities for exporters. pines is producing, this could rep- 
earlier. said growth in semiconductorex- Ortiz Luis pointed to Chinese resent a major risk.” 

March's annual rise of 26 per- ports could double in 2006 to demand for Philippineagricultur- Peter Wallace, president of 
cent was the biggest for a single more than 15 percent. al products. consulting firm Wallace Business 
month in 6 1/2 years. Electronics, largely assembled Firms in the garments sector Forum, said the Philippines 

Tn the last six years, the Philip. from imported parts, comprise up were adjusting to Chinese compe- should develop niche áreas such 
pines has seen its share of total to two-thirds oftotal exports. tition and other companies were as mining and agriculture, and 
Asian exports decline. As investment in electronics also providing support services to invest more in English language 

In 2005, its share was less than rises, growth in exports should foreign businesses, he said. skills, if it wanted to attract for- 
2percent, the lowest in Asia. follow, Young said. “Five years ago, we were hard- eign firms. 

Economists said a pick-up Spending on expansion by lymoving anything to China, but “Mining is an advantage. Chi- 
should be seen in the context of electronics firms in the Philip. іп the last two years our average na has huge demand for minerals 
strong demand for electronics pines was expected to continue growth rate in exports to China and is showing interest in the 
that is boosting exports across an uptrend this year after rising has been between 50 and 70 per. Philippines. It would be silly to ig- THE PHILIPPINES is trying to go beyond merely assembling. 
Asia, with the Philippines having 76 percent to $776 million in cent,” said Ortiz Luis nore this,” he said. "We are seeing semiconductors and other electronic exports and enter the high- 
a long way to go toward sustain- 2005 and 63 percent in 2004. Economists said the Philip. alltherightsignals.” Reuters value stage of designing and inventing electronics. 


PNOC in talks "7270 і 
with 3 firms 


on Palawan , JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT 


By Abigail L. Ho 


анамын YOU HAD. EVERYTHING: 


Corp. (PNOC-EC) is currently negotiating with 
two foreign firms and опе local company for 
possible farm-in agreements in two petroleum 
blocks off Palawan. 

.PNOC-EC president and chief executive 
Eduardo Manalac said the state firm Was cur- 
rently in talks with Australian firm TAP Oil 
Ltd. and Swedish company Lundin Oil Ltd. for 
а potential farm-in agreement in Service Con- 
tract 59 covering the West Balabac area. 

"They're looking at the data. We're at the 
early stage of discussions with these firms,” 
besaid. 

_ The state firm is also in discussions with 
Nido Petroleum Philippines Pty. Ltd. for an- 
other farm-in agreement, this time in SC 58 
covering the West Calamian block. 

Manalac said Nido Petroleum would likely 
have a SO-percent working interest in the 
petroleum block, should a farm-in agreement 
be finalized. 

“Nido negotiations with PNOC for possible 
fürm-in are well advanced,” Nido Petroleum said 
ina presentation posted on its official website. 

Nido Petroleum was "fine" with PNOC-EC, 
hê said, as the two firms already had an exist- 
ing partnership to develop a petroleum block 
in an area in Southwest Palawan that the De- 
partment of Energy had yet to formally award. 

For this new petroleum block, which was 
included in the DOE's Philippine Energy Con- 
acting Round 2005, ће PNOC-EC and Nido 
Petroleum partnership was among the three. 
groups given "priority consideration" due to 
its financial, legal and technical capabilities in 
developing the area. 

Energy Undersecretary Guillermo Balce 
said in an earlier interview that the DOE 
should be ready to award the PNOC-Nido 
contract soon, maybe even this week. 

Other groups given “priority consideration” 
were Burgundy Global Asset Management 
Corp. for an area in Northeast Palawan and an- 
other in Southeast Palawan and the partnership. 
Becween Ranhill Bhd. and Phil-Mal Peroenergy 
Corp. for an area in the Sulu Sea basin. 


ePLDT to buy ... 


Fen page! icing drivindfexperierice unmatched ints class; With a sleek and modern new look, first-class cc 
‘compounded annual growth rate of 9.2 percent Yer i ‘elegance and,prestige that olhers.can only drei 
[over] the next four years,” PLDT president є PASO s ~ — Я ES 
Napoleon L. Nazareno said. “Ав the Philippines 2 А 

continues to gain recognition as a preferred lo- ү 4 

cation for BPO services, the PLDT group re- 

mains in the forefront as a partner in further de- 

veloping this market in the years ahead.” 

.SPI operates in 23 locations spanning 

North America, Europe and Asia, servicing 

more than 150 customers including many 

Fortune 500 companies. With over 6,500 em- 

ployees worldwide, SPI services these cus- J Sas 

tomers onsite, and from facilities in the BURIKO 6.000 pm + Soek Front Grile, HO Heodomps 

Philippines, India, US, China and Vietnam, ADO ° wah Adopta бкн нор Sytem ^ ond enge paraan 

SPi's main business lines include content t 
torial and production, litigation support 
coding and electronic data discovery, medical 
transcription, database structuring and man- 
agement and transaction processing. 

On the other hand, ePLDT's Ventus call cen- 
ter group consists of Parlance Systems Inc., 
Vocativ Systems Inc. and ePLDT Ventus Inc. 
The ePLDT Ventus group operates six call cen- 
ter facilities located in Makati, Taguig, Pasig, TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 pr 
Mandaluyong, Quezon City and Iloilo, ren- TOYOTA ALABANG, INC. 8002801 to 321 8021881 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (034 444-1811 о 12 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 443-6776 (074) 300-3273 to 74 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC, 366-8901 to 06 364-1547 to 501 304407) 1 
а BP TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, NG, 658298 NM HT TOYOTA CEBU CT, NG, УП 25:18 to à Bé Ro И TOYOTA CEBUMAIOAUE Q2 ИЕ TOYOTA COLLO Ba THA cune) 
эое лене feudi. DAVAO CI, IN. ил 202934 TOYOTA КОШО CITY, NC. [053 320115 to 19 TOYOTA MAKATI NG, 897-3333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP, 832.3372 TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION, 612870 1o 62 TOYOTA OTIS, INC. $64 1 
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RP posts $89-M BOP surplus : 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


ТНЕ PHILIPPINES RECORDED А BALANCE 
of payment surplus of $89 million in March, 
bringing up the first-quarter surplus to 
52.12 billion or more than double the sur- 
plus posted in the same period last year, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas said yesterday. 

The BOP surplus for the month of March, 
however, marked a slowdown from the 
$107-million surplus seen in February. 

‘The BOP measures the foreign exchange 


+ transactions between the domestic econo- 
+ my and the rest of the world. 


Borrowings, exports and remittances are 
counted as surplus items, while payments 
for imports and debt servicing are consid- 
егей deficit items. 

‘The surplus in March means that more 
money came in than went out. 


Since the start of the year, the country’s BOP 
has been supported by the national govern- 
ments increased foreign exchange deposits 
with BSP from its bond sales and project loans, 
the BSP's own foreign exchange operations, 
inflows from foreign private investments and 
overseas Filipino workers remittances, 

The BOP surplus was also in line with the. 
surge in the country's foreign exchange re- 
serves to a record high of $20.91 billion at 
end-April. к 

‘The BSR for its part, took advantage of 
the strong inflows by beefing up its gross 
international reserves. 

‘The GIR—consisting of the BSP's gross 
foreign currency holdings, gold reserves, 
special drawing rights from the Intern 
tional Monetary Fund and foreign invest- 
ments--indicates the country’s ability to 
service foreign exchange requirements. 
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BOI drums up investor 
interest in the provinces 


Nationwide roadshow kicks off in Cauayan, Isabela, 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS HAS 
embarked on a nationwide roadshow 
to reach out to micro and small enter- 
prises as the government steps up ef- 
forts to promote business activities 
and job creation in the provinces. 

Trade Undersecretary Elmer С. 
Hernandez, who is also BOI manag- 
ing head, said the campaign kicked 
off earlier this month in Cauayan, Is- 
abela. 

Hernandez said the BOI was able 
to process and approve incentives for 
a total of 12 projects based in Isabela, 
Nueva Vizeaya and Cagayan worth а 
combined P183 million. 

Expected to create 170 new jobs, 
the projects cover the sector of agro- 
marine and forest-based products, in- 
formation and communication tech- 
nology services, tourism, and health 
and wellness. 

‘The biggest of the projects in terms 
of cost and jobs are the medical facili 
ties of the Santiago City-based De Ve- 
таз Medical Center and Renmar 
Drugs & Hospital Supplies, worth P29 
million and P26 million, respectively. 

De Vera's project is expected to cre- 
ate 38 jobs while Renmar would open 


On the other hand, Teodorico Р 
Padilla's P79.25-million food and 
agricultural products terminal would 
open up only 10 jobs. 

“Since the system for attracting for- 
eign investments into the country is 
well in place, itis now the time to gear 
our efforts toward investment promo- 
tions in the regions," he explained. 

The official said the approval of the 
projects was fast-tracked following 
the streamlining of the application 
process under the so-called one-day 
registration scheme. 

Hernandez added that certain re- 
quirements were relaxed to allow mi 
Cro and small-sized businesses to 
qualify for fiscal incentives, which in- 
clude tax holidays and duty-free im- 
portation of capital equipment. 

The government classifies busi- 
nesses with assets worth up to P3 mil- 
lion as micro enterprises and those 
with between P3 million and P15 mil- 
lion as small 

“(For this campaign), businesses 
need not be involved in the export 
market," Hernandez said. "Applicants 
need only to be engaged in the priori- 
ty sectors listed in the Investment Pri- 
orities Plan." 

The 1l investment areas include 


ness products and services; informa- 
tion and communications technolo- 
ву; electronics: motor vehicle prod- 
ucts; energy; infrastructure; tourism; 
shipbuilding/shipping; jewelry; and 
fashion garments. 

Aside from these preferred activi- 
ties, other areas included in the IPP. 
are specifically required under exist- 
ing laws. 

Covered by mandatory inclusion 
are industrial tree plantations, iron: 
and steel projects: exploration, mins 
ing, quarrying and processing of min- 
erais; publication or printing of books 
or textbooks; and refining, storage, 
marketing and distribution of 
petroleum products, 

Moreover, the IPP covers activities 
involved in the ecological solid waste 
‘management; the provision of clean 
water; those covered in bilateral 
agreements; and those involving the 
rehabilitation, self-development and 
self-reliance of disabled persons. 

Further, Hernandez said the BOI now 
allows that the pre-registration require- 
ment of publishing a notice of applica- 
tion be done through a local gazette or 
regional newspaper or through bulletin 
boards in municipal, provincial or city 


halls instead of a national publication 
with general circulation. 


77) NTC set to lift 
LJ | ban on spam 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
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дына Fence: Соко Pnowoen 2008. 


up27 jobs. agri-business; healthcare and well 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS REGULATORS MAY 
lift the moratorium on commercial text mes- 
sages being broadcast over cellular phone net- 
works by next month after it managed to iron 
out the most contentious issues with mobile. 
phone firms and their content providers. 

In an interview, National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission (NTC) chief Ronald O. Solis 
said a finalized memorandum circular gov- 
erning the use of so-called “text spam” may be 
released as early as nextweek. 

“We will lift (the ban] once we issue the re- 
vised circular,” he said, adding that he did not 
want any further delays that would affect le- 
gitimate commerce in the sector. 

Solis explained that the new rules would 
distribute the burden of regulating text 
spam equally between mobile phone firms 
and their external content providers to 
eliminate finger-pointing between the two 
groups. 

“We are pressuring them both to comply,” 
hesaid. 


dr 


Mounting complaints 

То date, the NTC has received close to a 
thousand complaints from the public because 
of the text spam. 

Many complainants claim that they are 
billed for receiving unsolicited text messages 
à and commercial broadcasts, while some com- 
uu M a à 4 plain of the inconvenience of receiving these 
HER messages, many of which are sent late at 
night 

When confronted with these issues by reg- 
ulators, telecommunications firms often point 
to their third-party content providers as the 
culprits behind the "violations." 

Under the new rules, Solis said that content 
providers found violating the text spam 
guidelines may be blacklisted or suspended 
by regulators, 

At worst, they will be permanently barred 
from doing business within the telecommuni- 
cations system in the future 

“Telecommunications firms, on the 
other hand, will be penalized,” the NTG 
chief said, ‘although he added that the 
proposed penalty structure is still being 
finalized. 

‘The remaining issue that needs to be, 
ironed out is the hotline number which the 
NTC will set up jointly with the telecommuni- 
cations firms to receive complaints from the 
public. 
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Universal number 

On top of being a complaints hotline, thé 
wniversal phone number will also be made 
available to members of the public who may 
want to verify the veracity of suspected 
"text scams" sent to them via their mobile 
phones. j 

Users will pay a small fee to access to the 
hotline number and the revenues from this 
operation will be shared proportionally be- 
tween the regulator and the telecommunica:, 
tions firms. 

Solis said that the fee is not meant to help 
the NTC make money but only to cover the 
administrative expenses of running а hotline 
operation. 

Despite the fact that kinks in the hotline 
system have yet to be ironed out, Solis said he 
plans to release the revised rules by next 
week. А 

“L don’t want this to be delayed only be- 
cause of the hotline issue,” he said. "We can, 
provide a temporary hotline for com- 
plaints." 
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Celebrate summer with Gusto! ` 


GUSTOI, THE SHOPWISE GUIDE TO 
living life to the fullest, goes on a fun- 
filled summer vacation with its third is- 
sue, Summer Fun. With no less than the 
'wave-riding modem hero Jericho Ros- 
ales gracing the cover, Shopwise mem- 
bers will soon be flocking to the coun- 
trys best hypermart - as awarded by the 
Department of Trade and Industry and 
the Philippine Retailers’ Association in 
the recently held 2005 Outstanding Fil- 
ipino Retailer ceremony-to get their lat- 
est issue of Gusto!. 

‘The magazine contains all the sum- 
mer essentials, and more. For home- 
made ice-cream, sherbet and other exot- 
ic shakes, check out Summer Nectar for 
easy do-it-yourself recipes. Plan for an 
enjoyable road trip or vacation ahead 
with the food, lifestyle and fashion fea- 
ture, Beach Bonding. And if the kids 
start asking the dreaded “Are we there 
yet?” question, don't fret, because the 
magazine has included a Toys for Trip- 
pin’ guide for tiny tots, and youthful 
adults alike. 

Planning a romantic picnic away 
from the city? Get some pointers from 
Sweet Summer Picnic for charming 
themed getaways for you and your lover 
опу 

Go nuts over the magical properties 


People|Eventse>P roducts 


МЕ ДДЕДЕЕШ ДЕШ 


of the coconut in Coco Loco, and ex- 
plore sensuous body oil moisturizers in 
Shine Оп. Also, witness а hot mama 
bikini designer get an invigorating hair 
and makeup makeover that made her 
feel ten years younger in A New Hue. 
Gusto! also takes reinvention a step 
further with Royal Highness, a princess- 
‘cut room makeover even a commoner 
could pull off. And if you want to get in- 
to better shape, why not get out of the 
gym and into intense outdoor sports Же 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


underwater hockey (The Sport Down 
Under). For a low-impact summer activ- 
ity Gusto! recommends shaking your 
booty in an exquisite belly dance (Un- 
leashing the Inner Goddess). Both activ- 
ities are sure to lead to a fitter and more 
confident you. 

Gusto! is also wired to the best enter- 
tainment and technology offerings. 
From relaxing summer sounds and clas- 
sic summer movies, Gusto! has the low- 
down on the funniest play of the year, 
ZsaZsa Zatumnah ze Musical, and is hip 
to Nokia's gorgeous PAmour collection 
and iPod trends. 

As every happy Shopwise member 
knows, summer fun is best spent with 
Gusto! 

Gusto! is free to all Shopwise Wise- 
dub members. Shopwise is located at 
Shopwise is located at the ground floor 
of the Harrison Plaza Mall, Manila, 
along the main thoroughfare of МІ. 
Quezon Avenue cor Circumferential 
Road in Antipolo City, at the ground 
floor of the Festival Supermall in Ala- 
bang, at the comer of Pasong Tamo and 
Vito Cruz Sts. in Makati, along E. Ro- 
driguez Sr. Ave, Bagumbayan, Libis, 
and ar the comer of General Aguinaldo 
and McArthur Avenues in Araneta Cen- 
ter, Cubao, Quezon City: 
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NATIONWIDE OBSERVANCE OF WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION DAY 


In accordance with the mandate of the United 
Nations and its specialized agency for telecom- 
munications and information and communica- 
tion technologies (ICT), the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU), the Philippine 
government represented by the Commission on 
Information and Communication Technology 
(CICT) and the National Telecommunications 
‘Commission (NTC) joined the private sector of 
the Philippine telecommunications and ICT in- 
dustry in observing the 2006 World Telecom- 
munication Day last May 12, and the National 
Electronics and Telecommunications Week 
from May 15 to 20. The week-long celebration 
was highlighted by a two-day conference and 
workshops with the theme of MMX Digital for 
ай Filipinos recently held at the Dusit Hotel 
Nikko. Photo was taken after the speech of the. 


event's guest of honor and speaker, Represen- 
tative Simeon Kintanar of Cebu, who was NTC 
Commissioner for 5 years before he was elected + 
to Congress. Shown are (from left): Damian > 
Domingo Mapa, Commissioner, CICT, Rep. Kin- 
tanar, NTC Commissioner Ronald Olivar Solis, 
Renato Garcia, president, Philippine Electronics 
and Telecommunications Federation (Pete), 
Telecommunications Office Head and CICT 
Commissioner Franisco Perez Il, Cesar Castro, 
president and principal consultant, CD Castro 
Consultancy Inc, engineer Epitacio Marquez, 
chair, Philippine Chamber of Telecommunica- 
tions Operators (PCTO), and NTC Deputy Com- 
missioner Jorge Sarmiento. Not in photo is Cl- 
CT Chair Ramon Sales who delivered the 

Keynote Speech but had to leave immediately 
after the morning session of the conference. 


>] Real Bank launches “Tulong 
sa Kabataan’ ATM Card 


AMWSLAI COURTESY CALL AT BSP 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
Governor and Chair of the Monetary 
Board Amando M. Tetangco, Jr. (sec- 
‘ond from left) views the Sandigan 
News Bulletin ofthe Air Materiel Wing 
Savings and Loan Association Inc 
(AMWSLAI) as its Chair Retired Col. 
Ricardo L. Nolasco Jr. (right) explains 
thereforms being implemented by the 
пен AMWSLAI Board of Trustees to 
further improve its services. Also pre- 
sent during the AMWSLAI courtesy call 


at the BSP are (from eft; BSP Ma. 
Corazon J. Guerrero, BSP Supervision 
and Examination Department II Direc- 
tor Fernando B. Caballa, DZRH'S Malou 
Cabral, and AMWSLAI President and 
Chief Executive Officer Col. Caryzar S. 
Divinagraci. AMWSLAJ is the second 
largest non-stock savings and loan as- 
sociation in the Philippines with over 
PIS bilion in resources and 34 branch- 
es all over the country to serve its more 
than 230,000 members nationwide. 


HOME MASTERCARD IN MERALCO’S 103RD YEAR 


Part of the launch initia- 
tives of the newest co- 

brand credit card in the 

market, Home Master- 

Card participates as 

one of the sponsors in 

the week-long 103rd 

Anniversary and Em- 

ployee Week Celebra- 

tion of Meralco. Home 

MasterCard һай set up 

for one week a special 

selling booth for Meral |, 

co employees and their 

visitors at the SM Appliance Exhibit 
held at the main lobby of the Lopez 
Building. Shown in center of photo 
with his son is one of the shoppers at 
the exhibit - Manolo Fernando Sr.. 
AVP and assistant treasurer of Meral- 


d 


co, being eagerly welcomed by 

Rolando Tanchanco, BDO consumer 
lending group executive vice presi- 
dent (extreme left) and David Fernan- 
do, Meralco financial services gener- 
al manager (extreme right) 


MOZCOM LAUNCHES NEW CORPORATE LOGO 


Some call it rebirth or 
re-imaging, but for 
commercial ISP Moz- 
сот, йз new corporale. 
logo design and name 
lifted from Mosaic Com- 
munications 

(MosCom), are mere 
signs of the unceasing 
commitment to contin- 
uously unravel the 
realm of technological advancement. 
The recent launch of its new corporate 
logo embodies Mozcom's dynamic 
character. From its conventional and 
‘monochromatic green logo design in 
1994, it has now changed to a curvy 
and trendy design in hues of blue and 
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URC: TEAZZ AT THE BEACH 


‘The long, hot summer brought every- 
‘one out to the country's foremost 
beach, Boracay, In droves. One scinti- 
lating event on the world-famous 
beach over Easter vacation was the 
launch of URCS Teazz- The Green Tea 
with a Fizz, With its many flavors of 
healthful tea drinks like cola, cola ite, 
lemon and raspberry, Teazz ls the latest 
line of refreshing beverages brought to 
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green. This evolution of logos reflects 
the dynamism of Mozcom in adapting 
technologies to market that will meet 
the requirements of its customers. 
Photo shows Jil Legaspi, marketing 
executive, presenting the new Moz- 
com corporate logo. 


Ў А ih 


us by the makers of C2 andis a perfect 
Way to cool down in the torrid temper- 
atures of summer. The Teazz Summer. 
Fun Slam Challenge was a seres of 
‘coo! activities heid right on the beach 
to celebrate the launch. URC bigwigs 
Lance Gokongwei and Edwin Totanes, 
along with media and showbiz ceebri- 
tios and a bevy of beautiful people at- 
tended the scintillating event. 


MARKING ITS 30TH ANNIVER- 
sary celebration this year, The Real 
Bank, a fast growing thrift bank in 
the country, launches the first ever 
АТМ card that helps advocate na- 
tion building, 

Real Cash - “Tulong sa Ka- 
bataan” ATM account is not like 
any other ATM account. The card 
design features the winning art 
piece of Kenneth Domalanta, a 
grade school student of Doña Jua- 
na Elementary School in Quezon 
City, who won first place in the "Ba- 
ta... Bata... Magsinop, Magpinta" 
2005 Art contest NCR Category В 
(For Grades 4 to 6 students). 

А client who opens а Real Cash 
“Tulong sa Kabataan” ATM account 
in any of the 24 Real Bank branch- 
ез located in the areas of Quezon 
City, San Juan, Makati, Bulacan, 
Rizal, Laguna, Cavite and Batangas 
effectively becomes a parmer in 
mation building as the Bank do- 


mates an additional peso on clients 
behalf to the “Bata... Bata... Mag- 
impok at Magsinop” Savings Advo- 
сасу Campaign, a project that was 
launched in July 2004 with the De- 
partment of Education as partner. 

The Real Bank started the sav- 
ings advocacy campaign during its 
28th anniversary in 2004 with the 
strong belief that teaching the kids 
the value of saving, thriftiness and 
the wise use of resources will help 
grow into better citizens that will 
ukimately contribute to nation- 
building, 

Now, two years айет, the project 
has become very popular and was 
well accepted and recognized as it 
earned awards from the Asian 
Banking Awards 2005, the 2005 
National Consumers Quality 
Awards and the Global Excellence 
‘Award 2005. The Real Bank saw it 
fit that clients become active part- 
ners in this worthy advocacy. 


Campaign for responsible dieting 


INDULGE. EAT CHEW SWAL- 
low... Indulge. Dream of the lus- 
cious, creamy and mouth watering 
mozzarella cheese of pizza in your 
mouth... What about dreaming of a 
savory, sumptuous meal? But what 
about the unwanted bulges on your 
belly dangling like kangaroo pock- 
ets? Or should you starve yourself tO 
death? 

Serious diet goes hand in hand 
with big responsibility and determi- 
nation to really achieve the ideal 
weight you want. If it is not taken 
seriously, one is unconsciously and 
seriously putting herself/himself in 
danger of life long diseases that is 
very expensive to maintain. 

‘One usually go through the most 
common problem that occurs right 
after gobbling packs of pills that 
over-promise to give you a perfect 
JLO body “Weight rebound" can 
make one gain back the previous 
weight to as much as 5-10 Ibs or 
could even gain twice the previous 
weight. 

The time of self prescribed, over 
the counter slimming pills and south 


beach diet is over. St. Carlos Pharma 
Int Inc offers the very first weight 
management program here in the 
Philippines which advocates re- 
sponsible dieting. Originating from 
‘Thailand, it flew its way to Switzer- 
land, Russia and now, the Philip- 
pines. Over 200 doctors nationwide 
through its affliated hospitals and 
dinics are recommending it not for 
vanity purposes but for prevention 
of long term sicknesses such as dia- 
betes, liver damage, stroke, cardiac 
arrest, heart disease and hyperten- 
sion. The medically supervised 
treatment boasts of safety and effec- 
tiveness due to its weight trimming 
and stabilization periods where the 
ideal weight is maintained. 

This Weight Management Pro- 
gram is a combination of traditional 
Asian herbs and modem pharma- 
ceutical components that effectively 
cleanse the body and bum off un- 
‘wanted fats. For inquiries about the 
MediSlim program, consult with 
your nearest doctor, call 687- 
9152/53 or e-mail medislim@stcar- 
loscom. 


Fitness First Southmall opens soon 


THE NO. 1 GLOBAL FITNESS 
company will soon open its thir- 
teenth club in the Philippines. The 
new club will be located at the 3rd 
floor of SM Southmall Las Piñas 
and is bound to invigorate the fit- 
ness scene in the South. 

Fitness First offers the best facili- 
ties, from the cardio theatre, to the 
group exercise studios, to the latest 
strength training, core and cardio 
equipment, luxurious change 
rooms, sauna and steam. The new 
dub also boasts of the Cinefit, 
where one can watch a movie 
while doing a cardio workout; and 
the Cycling Studio which features 
spin classes like Cosmic Cycling 
and RPM. It will also have a Mind 
and Body Studio, a relaxing venue 
for Yoga, Pilates and Body Balance 
lasses. 

‘After an energizing workout, 
опе can visit Body Care, a world- 


dass health and beauty haven 
blending Western Spa experience 
with a Cosmopolitan Asian Flavor. 
Body care offers a full range of 
beauty and massage treatments in- 
cluding facials, aromatherapy, 
body wraps, slimming treatments 
and hand/foot therapy to complete 
a blissful experience. 

Fimess First offers a Passport 
membership which allows access 
to over 400 clubs in Asia, Australia 
and Europe. You can also check out 
the website аг wwwfimess- 
first.com.ph for more information 
on its clubs in Alabang, Greenhills, 
ABS-CBN, Fairview, Fort Bonifa 
RSC-Makati, Eastwood City, 
Robinsons Metro East, Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, Ortigas, Manila and Fit- 
ness First Plus at RCBC Plaza. To 
reserve a pioneer membership at 
Fitness First Southmall, you may 
call 805-1000, 


MAGNIFICAT VENTURES’ TOPPING OFF CEREMONY 
Magnificat Ventures Corp held the РОС (Pacific -Orient Consultants & 
Topping Off Ceremonies ofthe Management Company Inc); Fr. 
Shrine of St. Therese of the Child Je- Ernie Biluan ofthe Miltary Ordinari- : 
sus, the envisioned "Center of Devo- ate of the Phils; Rafael “Boydee' Di - 
tion’ in Asia to the Saint last March гоп Ill, president of MVC; Resty To- : 
25, at Manlunas St, Vilamor Air lentino, chair/president of Ross Sys- ; 
Base, Pasay ity. The ceremonies tems Int Inc; Ric Alcantara, con- 

was led by the following top execu- struction manager of POC and 

tives of the project (trom left): Oel Mario Martinez, VP marketing of : 
Razon, VP sales of MVC; Conrado MVC. The shrine's grand opening is ^ 
босо, VP and general manager of tentatively scheduled in July 2006. 


IDP EDUCATION AUSTRALIA RECOGNITION AWARD, 


Warren Hill, lecturer in 
Engineering Comput- 
ing, senior international ~ 
officer of Charles Dar- 
win University recog- < 
nizes Amber Favis, 
Charles Darwin Univer- 
sity Awardee, for her 
Outstanding Academic 
‘Achievement in Best 
Master Engineering 
Management. At right : = 
1s Andrew King, direc- _ 2 
tor of IDP Education. 
Australia Philippines. “7 


SASN celebrates 4th year Ki D 
SST. AUGUSTINE SCHOOL OF NURSING, IS CELE- Clips, 
rating its 4th anniversary this May and one way of 

thanking ts supporters is by giving away as much as 


25 percent discount on ай tuition fees. As а fitting tribute 

to its anniversary, SASN will conduct its commencement ex- 

ercises on May 31 at the PICC Plenary Hall, Pasay City. Over 1000 graduates 
of the different allied courses from NCR and Luzon campuses wil attend this 
grand event. While provincial graduation ceremonies will take place simulta- 
‘neously until June. SASN offers courses on Caregiving, Practical Nursing, 
Nursing Aide, and Medical Transcription and has 188 branches nationwide, 
For more information, сай 373-3901 up to 08 locals 8321 and 8277. 


PRSP professional development seminar 
“LEARN FROM THE MASTERS: COMMUNICATING IN TOUGH TIMES; A SEMI- 
nar conducted by the Public Relations Society of the Philippines (PRSP) will be held 
‘on Wednesday, June 7, at the GMA Network Center, Timog Avenue comer Edsa, 
Quezon Cty from am. to 5 p.m. Registration s on going. Details about the sermi- 
nar can be accessed at the www.prsp.ph. You can also сай the PRSP Secretariat at 
638-0010/538-0012 or e-mail at prsociety@prsp.ph / prsociety04@yahoo.com. 
Masters with proven track records in PR and related fields will share actual cases 
they handled and their experiences, insights and practical tips on elective commu- 
nications and PR strategies. Ear restants gets 25 percent discount. 


Friendly digi-offers at Automatic Centre 
BPI EXPRESS CREDIT JOINS AUTOMATIC CENTRE AND SOGO Home & Otice 
Center this season to dish out a fun-filled and exciting promo exclusively for ВР! Ex- 
press Credit cardholders - the first ever 1% Instant Rebate. Designed to draw in ea- 
ger shoppers who may want to experience ultimate and reasonable shopping expe- 
rience this season, the promo is expected to be a big hit with both techno-savyy and 
 digitzl-nspired users with AC and Sogo's impressive line-up of state-of-the-art gad- 
‘get brands. Shop now and join Automatic Centre and Sogo's great deals and dis- 
‘over the best value for your money. You' definitely find everything you need alin 
‘one place. For deals, please call 750-3316, 758-2562 or 251-0981 


AIM's Pre-MBA slated on June 5 to 23 

AIM'S - WASHINGTON SYCIP GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS WILL HOLD 

is Pre-MBA Program on June 5 to 23, at the AIM Campus. sa three-week, Highly 
intensive simulation course designed for enrollees ot AIM tulHima MBA. Tha Pro- 
МВА Б now open to professionals and entrepreneurs from al ids, ls aiso open 
to those without a background in business. Participants wil undergo ten eight- 
hour days of rigorous study and Interactiva class discussions, complete with full- 
blown case studies and group projects. Classes will be handled by some of AIM'S 
top professors with decades of professional and academic experience, For more in- 
formation on the Pre-MBA and other management degree programs of AIM, please 
‘call Edythe Bautista at 894-0043 or 892-4011 ext. 209, 231, and 255. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


@ransCo 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 


Section І. 
Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Supply, Delivery and Commissioning of Primary DCV, 
Resistance Standard, Reference Mult-Meter and 
Thermo-Hygrometer 


(Reference No.: PB060322-EL0039) 


The National Transmission Corporation, Head Осе Region (TRANSCO-HO} trough 
ha CY2006 Corporate Budget approved by the TRANSCO Board. intends to apply 
the sumo! Php 6 700,000.00 being he Toll Approved Budget or he Contract АВС) 
to payments undar the contract fot ihe Supply, Delivery and Commissioning ot 
Primary DCV, Resistance Standard, Reference Multi-Meter and Thermo- 
Hygrometer. Bids received in excess ol he ABC shall be automaticly rejected at 
Bd opening, 

The TRANSCO HO now inves Bids rom etie Bidders or Primary DCV. Delivery of 
ihe GOODS is required rin sity (60) calendar daps rom receipt of approved 
"Purchase Order. Tha description ol an ейде Bier is contained in Section о! he 
одо; Documents, ТВ. 

Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non- 
iscrelonar passita cnten as speciied in Ie Implementing Rules and Regulators 
Part A (RFA) of Republ: Act 9184 (FLA. 9184), otherwise known as a "Government 
Procurement Воот Act.” and В resticted о Fino ciizens/solepropietorshies, 
‘organizations wth at least shy percent (60%) interest or outstanding capial stock 
Belonging toclizens ol he Philippines, and to ciizes or organizations of a county the 
laws or regulations of wich grant simler gnis or pileges to Fino ciizens, pursuant 
10 Republe Ас 5183 (RA. 5183) and subject to Commonesali Act 138 (GA. 138) 
Only Bids rom Bidders who pass tne egy check wil be opened. The process for 
the élgblly checks descibed in Section ! ol he Bidding Documents, ТВ. The bidder 
with the Lowest Calculaled ВИ (LCS) shal advance ю he post qualicaton stage in 
Order o finaly determine resposiveness ol the bid o technical and financial 
Tegirementscl ha project The contract shal en be awarded to he Lowest Calculated 
элё Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the post- 
ualicaton procedure. 

A complet sel ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders. 
aring May 19,2008 to June 22, 2006 from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at he address 
below and upon payment ol a поп refundable fe in the amount ol One Thousand 
Pesos [РАР 1,000.00). The method ol payment wil be CASH. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personaly by he prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative. 

The TRANSCOHOw oda Pre-Bid Conerenco open to іа paries on June 
8, 2006 at 2:00 Р.М. a same address below. Requests lor cicicaore on те bid 
documents shouid Бе submited balore the Pre-Bid Conference 

Bids and eligibility requirements must be dašvered to he adress below on or belore 
2:00 PAL of June 23 2006. A Bids most be accompanied by a Bi security in any ot 
the folowing orm and amount: 


Form of Security T 

V Gath, cated check, casters check 
managers check, bank ай or 
revocable eter c cred (1% ol ABC) 


Bank guarantee (1.5% of ABC) 
Surely bond (2.5% ABO) 
Foreign government guarantee 
(100% of ABC) 


Amount 
Рр 8700000 


Php 30050000 
Pho 16750000 
Php 570000000 


огап equivalent amount n a rely converble currency. Lale bids shall not be accepted 
Bid opening shal be on June 23, 2008 2:00 P.. at Ie Admin Conference Am. same 
address below. Bids wil be openad in he presence ol he Bldders representahes who 
chaoso 1o attend at he address below. = 
The National Transmission Corporation reserves the right to accept or reject 
any Bid o annul ha bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior to 
Contract award, without thereby Incurring any abt to the affected Bidder or 
Bidders. 
Natonal Transmission Corporation. Head Otice Region 
М. Armando N. Ochoa, BAC Chairmen 
MMO Осе, GIF Transco Man Bid. 
Power Center, Quezon Ave. comar BIA Road 
Daman, Quezon Ciy, 
Tal No. (632) 9812235 Fax No. (532) 8229432 
Website: mw tansco ph» 

(Sad) ARMANDO N. OCHOA. 


WI NIIT. Chairman, Bs and Awards Commitee 


CPSP holds 2™ general membership 


meeting 


‘THE CORPORATE PLANNING SOCIETY OF THE PHILIPPINES (CPSP) HELD 
its 2nd Quarterly General Membership Meeting last March 23, 2006. It 
was held at the Executive Business Center, Luzon Room, 5th Floor of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Building. This quarter's meeting had Mr. 
Peter Wallace, President of The Wallace Business Forum, AYC Consult- 
ants, Inc. as the guest speaker. Mr. Wallace, who has been conducting 
economic, political and business analysis for Chief Executives of 
multinational and major Filipino companies, shared his insights on the 
‘current significant events in the country. CPSP members (corporate & 
Individual) were treated in this event with free lunch, networking 
‘opportunity, and a chance to engage in a discussion of current issues 
with fellow strategists, 


More employment opportunities in today’s JOB MARKET. 
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OBITUARIES 
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(November 8, 1927 - May 18, 2006) 


Peaceful joined her Creator and 


ina, Em Em, Mic-Mic, Marie, 


Vincent, Mika, Мусо, Tomasito, Isalah, 


and pious readers to pray lor the eternal repose of her soul. 


Saint Mary Magdalens. 

Cathedral of Saints Pete 

Shrine о! Our Lady of Fatima... 
Parish of Magallanes......... = 
Cathedral of the Parish of SL. Andrew 
Mt. Carmel z Ж 
St. John The Baptist. А 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart ~ 
Nuestra Sehora do Aranzazu. 


LUZ ORTEZA ROTAECHE GARCIA 


о! Magallanes, Sorsogon, Sorsogon City and Everett, Washington, USA 


beloved husband Reinerlo Trjo Garcia on May 18, 2006. 


Her bereaved children Thomas and Rosemarie Vickers, Silverio and Yolanda Garcia, Dr. 

Tito Rotaeche Garcia, Ma. Luz and Marion Casino, Reinerio Jr. and Marilyn Garcia, Ма. 
Cristina and Roberto Vergara (+), Maritoni and Noel Hernandez, Benito and Dolor Garci 

and Vincent Раш and Beverly Garcla; grandchildren Tom-Tom and Dawn, Kooky and Gilbert, 

Michael and Blirks, Baby Cake, Vic-Vic, Mark, Steve and Gall, Marlo, Alfred, Mades, Noel, 

Marityl and Amang, Anamarlo, Rainier, Paolo, Christian, Christopher, Kristella and Jett, 

Mico, Rene Boy, Wolt and Gaby, great grandchildren 

aire, Caitlin, Celine, Clarrise and Shen: brother 

Jose (i), sisters Filipina Brotamonte and Violeta Armada: sister-n-iaw Sylvia A. Rotaeche 

(Hibrothers-in-law Atty. Paterno Brotamonte and Titok Armada (t), request fiends, relatives 


Her remains le in state at the Sole Funeral Home 3301 Colby Avenue, Everett, Washington, 
USA where daily masses and novenas will be heard until May 28, 2006. Cremation wil folow 
the requiem mass on May 29, 2006. Her ashes will be laid to rest at the Mania Memorial Park. 


Dally masses will be offered at the following Churches unii May 28, 2008 


. Everett, Washington 
Sorsogon City 

Sorsogon Ciy 

iagailanes, Sorsogon 

Ls... Parahaguo City 
~~ New Manila, Quezon City 
Pinaglabanan, San Juan 
0: _ Cobu City 
‘San Mateo, Rizal 


7 CLASSIFIEDS .... 


BERLIN COMPANY 


2 FEMALE SECRETARIES 


needed urgently 
+ Wiling to be assigned in Quezon province 
Qualifications: 

least college graduate of any course 
= Computer ierat 
Interested applicants are requested to submit 
personaly heir resumé with 2x2 pictures at: 
Hotel Century Citadel Inn. 
Burgos Steet, Маай Cy. Tel 897.2370. 
Ask or Dieter Nuss, Saturday and Sunday oniy, 
lel 809150018429 or e-mol to detemuss yahoo com. 


OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Furnished and Unfurnished 
Рб. visit or eall 


5236640 / 5236630 


AVAILABLE 
Studio. 1.2 апаз BR 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


Villa Feliza 
Homes 


Anang apos Rond 
Pamana Las Pins Cay 


(ms 


pen 
Casimiro Development 
CORPORATION 
anang Naga 
FORTE REALTY 
CORTORATION 
cna 


weieasano | "ieee so 
«829-5081 «810-6960 | Tip: 15331887090 

EE 
PM 


TRANSPONDER KEY 
PROGRAMMER, 


RUSH SALE 
LOTSat 
SAN CARLOS CITY, 
PANGASINAN 
2064 sgn near University: 
TI sgm nest 
Deparment Siore 
"n doute 
Contaci Nos. 
qus saei ous 
messer 


PCCI 
ETT 
ALL-BREEDS DOG 
SHOW 
Tiendesitas en Frontera 
Verde Origas Cor. C5 
Pasig City 
May 27 & 28, 2006 
UNDER INTL JUDGES 
MR. ROBERT WHITNEY 
(CAN) 

MRS. ELAINE WHITNEY 
(CAN) 

STRICTLY Wo ADDENDUM 
SPONSORS 
EUKANUBA DOG FOOD 


HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Pease ba orrad hal Ре юш; propetas ol De Homa Guaranty Corporaton are tong lord г Sale 


PROPERTY LOCATION TYPE [FA [1А | seus 


PRICE 


Cg 


CAWE 


Эт! LA er Lara, gata Cassi. Arabu 28, Би] НН ЕГЕТ 


ЛЕТ conan vacan 


E9 Li Gondola Poad, Regata Casses L Anabu 28, ти} TH 26780000 


TCTiorcosstiabonecraped 


B7 LS Mery С Homes Ph. 2, Cocos imus E 38250000. 


ТСТ lor eonsodstenacant 


B7 L28 Alonso Voge, Napan T. imus T 28708010. 


TCT lor consonata vacant. 


19129 Alonso Wage. Alapan 1-8. us тн ЕСЕСІ 


TCTlreneskiotonornrid 


B10 Lê Alonso Vile, Aapan 1-3, imu їҥ 21338008 


TCT or crackiston vacant 


'BISUT Afonso Wage, Арал 1-8, imu 19920000 


ТЕТ голвоидилсшрев` 


188138 Uranus Si, Armsrong Vaags, Palparan, Danmar 18880000 


Ez] 


В7о\25 Comes Resorts Lancem Damas | EE] 


Mol 


BS 10 Giyhones йезомйе Ph. 2 Lacie. Dasma 3880008 


alalglelelela|alslale 


таст 


'BSUS Soran S. Ceres Resorte 23800 


Cang 


EE 


GECE 


30 B2? L10 usage SL Alonso Homes 1, Sa. Ros TH | eo] sa | bran, 


TOT lor consid nt 


TIBET LY Nara Stoo Mahogany Vl T Cabuyao A [<0] 40 [samo 


TCT or corsldaton-ccupied 


ROWMOUSE 
TOWNHOUSE 
SINGLE DETACHED 
‘SINGLE ATTACHED 
DUPLEX. 

STOREY 


PASADENA VILLAS 


SHON Deming St San Jere, Metro Мамы 


iro Development 


FOR INQUIRES, PLEASE CALL HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION AT 695025, 897-31-49 
OR VISIT OUR OFFICE AT THE <TH FLOOR JADE BLOG, 325 GIL PUYAT AVE. MAKATI CITY 


(Sd) RAFAEL P. DELOS SANTOS 
ОС. VICE PRESIDENT 
PROJECT MANAGEMENTACOURED 
ASSETS DISPOSITION GROUP 


Jaeno y 
Musa 


For as Low as P10,045 a month ` 
872-9982 + 871-8318 * 893-4207 • 805-2301 


Forte Realsy 


PROFESSIONAL CRED 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


WE BUY 
atHIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 

2 


Cottonwood Hts. 
Antipolo 
cor. Lot 274 
sqm. 8,500/sqm 
Call 4531642) 
09178969380 


JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 
‘Secondo Gionetia 1 
“ele 894-0282 

де Макай 


Teiz 889-7958 


OBITUARIES 
AYL 


In Loving Memory 
On the 90h Birth Anniversary of 


of Mambusao, Capiz 
May 29, 1916 - March 18, 2006 


Os the Bist Birth Anniversary of 


of Altavas, Aklan 
May 22, 1925 - November 17, 2004 


Mass willbe offered at the Manila Metropolitan Cathedral-Basilica 
Tniramaros, Manila on Monday, May 29, 2006, 12:10 p.m. 


I: 


LIPS 


BUY? SELL: PAWN 
WATCHES | 
JEWELRY |: 
DIAMONDS 


BEST OFFER 
rm 
(8342886 
„ж?з 


RAFAEL “PAING” VILLAREAL MARTINEZ 


CONSOLIDACION “INDAY” MORALES MARTINEZ 


NATURAL PET CORP PHIL 
PRO PLAN DOG FOOD 
HILLS SCIENCE DIET 
PEDIGREE DOG FOOD 


RAY R. MEDINA and 


“ж 
| 


MILA CORTEZ MEDINA 


of Masinloc, Zambales 
Passed away on May 21, 2006 


Their loving brothers, sisters, children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, friends and relatives request the pious readers to pray for 
their untimely demise. 


Interment will be on Sunday, May 28, 2006 at THE COLUMBARY, 
Visayas Avenue, Quezon City at 3:00 p.m. 


H 


Our Dearly Beloved 


June 3, 1917 — May 24, 2006 
(widow of the late Dr. Enoc C. Santos) 


lan Catholic Church. 


MAGDALENA LEONARDO SANTOS 


Peacefully joined our Creator on May 24, 2006 at the age of 89. 


Her children Ex-Mayor Leonardo "Baby" (t). Natividad S. Suarez, Lamberto 
"Bambi" (t), Teresita S. Hizon, Jocy, Eddie, Dave, Enoc Jr. “Jayjay” and Ma. 
Magdalena S. Tiongson; in-laws; grandchildren; great grandchildren; brother & 
sisters; nephews & nieces, relatives and friends request the pio 
the eternal repose of her soul. 


us readers to pray for 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence at Paltao, Pulilan, Bulacan. 


Interment will be on Sunday, May 28, 2006 at the Garden of Love Memorial Park 
after the 1:00 pm Mass at the Pul 


The Resort Experience. 


Vee 
ES de 


Sarasota 


The newest phase of 
The Residential Resort at Newport City 
The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 


Gozar Street, Newport City, Pasay City 


Where you can expe : c of day level playground for golf aficionados. Tee off in the 
Here, 350 elegantly appointed rooms are matched by business 60-hectare, 18-hole, par-72 green. Non-golfers can enjoy front-row 3 
centers and luxurious leisure amenities views of the sprawling landscape. emer AA kara deu ay 


a modern Fitness Center... heat and exercise pools and aromatherapy and massage rooms 
and a themed Dning Shopping za Entertainment Complex. 


The whole family will enjoy hours of healthy recreation with 
first-rate amenities including a gym, adult and chikdren's swimming Explore a streetscape of international restau 
pools; tennis and badminton courts and landscaped play arcas- wilh live performances—all withi yg distance from home. 


чуб ча | 


At Sarasota, discover the privileges of living close to nature 

ma Medit style resort setting inspired by Lake Las Vegas. 
Choose from an executive studio, I-bedroom or 2-bedroom 
home, with wide windows and balconies. 


The cle rth-toned residential buildings are no more 
jNewpor Cy + = 


Кыке lobby and ample basement parking, Aside from a guarded 
miga ka з 
ter fence encloses the entire 


| 
H 
i 
i TUAE = ٩ yir E g 5 And the homes are clustered around the play amenities, 
H NG ` lO making it easy for bagi © paga? at the lap pool, 


put Orat the‏ ل 


3 a -— enches. Children, too, 


X С Own-this 
RS 2 2-bedroom unit 
Join us on May 28, Sunday, for as low as Я 
9 AM to 5 РМ, at the Newport City чу Exclusive Marketing Arn: 


Grand Showroom. 


Newport City Information Centre, Newport City, Pasay City, Metro Manila, Philippines i 


(632) 855-7580 * 855-7583 • 855-7594 * 855-7586 Megaworld Newport 


For Announcement Purposes Only Property Holdings, Inc. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


DRAMATIC SHIFT IN 
selected countries” de- 
mographics in the near 

future could bring in at least 
859,000 foreign retiree ar- 
rivals to the Philippines. That 
number represents less than 
one percent of the 869.1 mil- 
lion projected retirees the de- 
veloped world will produce 
between 2006 and 2015. 

Foreseeing nearly a billion retirees 
looking for a place to spend the rest of 
their lives, the local retirement indus- 
try, especially property developers, are 
being urged to prepare for at least near- 
ly а million retirees from Korea, Japan, 
China, Taiwan, the United States, Сапа- 
da and other European countries and 
even former Filipinos or “balikbayans” 
with dual citizenships looking forward 
to spend the twilight of their lives back 
to their homeland. 


Housing demand 

‘The main participant, which is the re- 
al estate industry, is projected to have 
859,000 housing demand either lease 
or purchase for the next 10 years. 

The retirement industry is projected 
to hit the target foreign exchange re- 
ceipts at a cumulative $40 billion, with 
4 million jobs generated by 2015, mak- 
ing the Philippines a major retirement 
haven in Southeast Asia for foreigners. 

“We don't have a retirement industry 


right now. SHDA (Subdivision and 
Housing Developers Association) is 
spearheading the creation of the indus- 
try. If well not work as a team, we can- 
mot compete with Thailand and 
Malaysia—two of the main destinations 
of retirees,” said Noel Gonzales, sum- 
mit chair and director of the Philippine 
Retirement Industry. PRI is a private 
sector organization composed of real 
estate, health care and lifestyle group. 


Industry blueprint 

He added that the summit for the re- 
tirement industry culminating on July 3 
in Shangrila Makati will create a 
blueprint for the retirement industry. 

Government agency Philippine Re- 
tirement Authority and private entity 
PRI revealed that the other infrastruc- 
ture necessary for the influx of the re- 
tiree market are health and insurance 
facilities (24-hour clinics, hospitals, air- 
lift ambulance services); 24-hour secu- 
rity arrangements, and recreational, 
cultural and educational and trav- 
el/transportation services. 

All these infrastructure and services, 
the two agencies said, could be inte 
grated into a so-called “retirement vil- 
lage" so that members would have easi- 
er access to such services and facilities. 

Gen. Edgardo Aglipay, chair of the 
PRA and Gonzales are scheduled to pre- 
sent plans for the retirement industry to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo on Tues- 
day. 


Big 5 developers 
Emesto Ordoñez, incoming presi- 


KA 


dent of the PRI, revealed that i 

his group has already united the 
property _developers—Gotianun, 
Gokongwei, Sy, Ayala and Tan—to be 
part of the group. 

Aglipay stressed that the first wave of 
retirees coming to the Philippines is 
crucial for the country’s subsequent 
success in the retirement industry 
Thus, he said, it would be necessary to 
get the support of big names that have 
the reputation, experience and capabil- 
ity to produce what are needed for the 
retirement communities. 

“They have the condominiums, hos- 
pitals, banks, almost everything that а 
retirement industry needs. It's just inte- 
grating what they have to be able to 
provide the total retirement services,” 
he said. 


Retirement ‘hotspots’ 

Prospective retirement "hotspots" 
have been identified in Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao. These include Metro 
Clark, Metro Subic, Baguio, Tagaytay. 
Batangas, Laguna, Cavite, Cebu, Bohol, 
Bacolod, Palawan, Davao and Cagayan 
de Oro. 

Gonzales revealed that the reasons 
for the demographic shift favoring the 


Come to Brentville International and discover the art of fine living at The Masterpleces. 
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Philippines include pension payment 
increases in developed countries 2 
amounting $1,000 to $1,500 per indi- 
vidual would be insufficient to live on 


wh 


in such countries; family support sys- 
tems for older people are eroding be- 
cause of smaller families and a highly 
mobile population; and the inevitability 
of mass migration. 

Another objective that the groups 
hope to achieve is the reverse migration 
of Filipino caregivers, 

By 2025, the number of people aged 
60 and over will be highest in Japan, 
Italy and Germany. 


120-ha. retirement village 

Meanwhile, a retirement village in 
Bantay, Ilocos Sur, is in the drawing 
boards as revealed recently by Ilocos 
Sur Gov. Luis Chavit Singson to the In- 
Флага. 

Over 120 hectares of rolling hills in 
Bantay, a town near Vigan, have already 
been surveyed 

"It will be retirement homes for dif- 
ferent nationalities like Koreans, Ger- 
mans and Taiwanese. And then right at 
the center of the community would be 
mall facilitie—movie houses and su- 
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MOST, IF NOT ALL, COUNTRIES CURRENTLY 
rely on fossil fuels such as coal, ой and natural 
gas for their energy. Fossil fuels are nonrenew- 
able, which means they are retrieved from lim- 
ited sources that are running out and becom- 
ing too expensive or environmentally damag- 
ing to extract. 

"The most widely used of these fossil fuels 
‘would have to be oil, which is 
a derivative of petroleum 
Petroleum is a complex sub- 
stance formed beneath the 
earth's surface over centuries 
of many different materials? 
being subjected to decay, in- 
tense heat and very high pres- 
sure. This petroleum is then 
refined to break it down into 
its many usable components, such as oil, plas- 
tics and asphalt. At the rate of human consump- 
tion of oil, however, the supplies of petroleum 
underground are rapidly nearing depletion. 

is is partly why oil prices are always going up: 
itis because the supply is decreasing while de- 
mand is increasing. 

Coupled with its scarcity, the extraction and 
burning of fossil fuels contribute to global 
warming. In fact, fossil fuel-fired electricity gen- 
eration is the single greatest source of air pollu- 
Чоп in countries like the United States. Power 
plants are the leading source of carbon dioxide 
emissions, a primary contributor to giobal 
warming. Burning fossil fuels may also cause 
cancer and other chronic health. problems. 
‘Their use degrades the valuable land and water 
resources from which they are extracted. 


Renewable energy 

Faced with an impending scarcity of ой, the 
world is now tuming--too slow, many experts 
believe—to the technologies and scientific de- 
velopments that produce energy without the 
use of fossil fuels. This energy is called renew- 
able energy which is any form of energy рго- 
duced and rapidly replaced by natural process- 
es. Itis therefore sustainable and will never run 
ош. 


Benefits 

Other than the primary benefit of renewable 
energy which is its practically unlimited supply, 
there are other advantages to be gained by 
switching over from the fossi fuels. 

Renewable energy is cost-effective. After 
‘making a substantial initial investment on tech- 
nology that produces renewable energy, elec- 
tricity costs will be cheaper in the long run. 


Renewable energy forms 

Fossil fuels need to be bumed in order to pro- 
duce energy. This causes harmful emissions and 
pollution that renewable energy sources do not 
produce. Instead, they usually involve natural 
processes occurring in nature such as water 
plunging down a waterfall and ocean's waves 
pushing toward the land. Here are some forms 
of renewable energy: 

* Wind energy 

The sun heats the earth but this heat is not 
distributed evenly over the planet. This causes 
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temperature and pressure differences which 
makes air move in the direction of lower pres- 
sure, and this is what we call wind. 

Wind energy can be stored through the use of 
wind turbines. Wind turbines have sails con- 
nected to a rotating shaft in such a way that 
when the wind blows, the sails turn. The зай? 
movement then makes the shaft tum and this 
motion generates mechani- 
cal energy that can be trans- 
formed into electrical power. 

This form of renewable 
energy is quickly gaining ac- 
ceptance around the world. 
Wind turbines are placed in 
windy areas, so that energy 
can be generated without 
the use of fossil fuels, and 
this also increases the value of idle land. 

“Water energy 

Water energy is roughly a thousand times 
heavier than ай. If the wind can rotate turbines, 
then so can water, if placed in the right location. 

"There are many forms of water energy but 
most of them use the natural movement of wa- 
ter, such as the tides, waves in the ocean and 
waterfalls just like in our Maria Cristina Falls in 
Шап. 

* Solar energy 

The sun's heat can be absorbed by photo- 
voltaic cells inside solar panels. The heat is then 
converted into usable electricity. Also, the heat 
absorbed during the day can also be stored and 
used for heating at night. 

It is becoming a common occurrence to see 
solar panels on roofs of houses for heaters and 
‘even on calculators because solar power is gen- 
erally convenient for use in small quantities. 

= Geothermal energy 

Just as the Romans used naturally warm 
spring water for their baths, the temperatures of 
water beneath the earth are also a source of en- 
ergy. 

"Pleat beneath the earth increases under- 
ground water's temperature. Examples of such 
are hot springs and geysers. The water here can 
then be turned into steam which moves a tur- 
bine, causing it to generate electricity. This sort 
of power is produced in our Tiwi geothermal 
power plant in Albay. 

Biofuel 

Biofuel is defined as any form of fuel that 
comes from organic materials. The best exam- 
ple of this would be wood. Wood is burned to 
provide heat energy, and itis still renewable be- 
cause trees can be planted again to ensure a 
supply of wood for burning. 

Liquid biofuel like ethanol and biodiesel is 
usually sourced from plants. It can be mixed 
with gasoline to provide energy while minimiz- 
ing the depletion of underground ой. 

Biogas is gas released by organic matter that 
cam be used for heating and electricity. For ex- 
ample, animal waste releases methane due to 
bacterial action. This gas can then be used to 
produce energy. 

Renewable energy sources are still new. They 
have many disadvantages that still need to be 


WIND energy is collected by spinning wind 
turbines. Itis a renewable energy source 
because it does not use up any resource that 
may be depleted like ой. Instead, it has a 
practically unlimited supply of wind for it to 
generate power. 
WHNBLHGOVNEIWHATANDSREALTYNINO ENERGY 


worked out. (Solar panels can only collect the 
sun's heat during the day, and are usually ex- 
pensive. Wind turbines can only tum when 
there is wind, and need to cover a lot of 
ground.) However, they should be a welcome 
alternative to fossil fuels and consumers should 
до what they can to support the development of 
renewable energy technology. 

Foras long as renewable energy sources min- 
imize human energy consumption's impact on 
the natural environment, their extensive use 
should be a long-term goal for builders. Only 
then will any structure be truly green. 


Close encounters with nature at Anvaya 


А MERE TWO HOURS OR SO NORTHEAST 
of Metro Manila, a community of kingfishers, 
owls and other exotic fauna are matched їп 
diversity by a nearby undersea community of 
puffer and lion fishes, giant clams and sea tur- 
Чез. 

Drawing from these attractions above 
ground and beneath the sea, the Anvaya Cove 
Beach and Nature Club in Morong, Bataan, 
promises uniquely interactive nature experi- 
ences. The club, set to open late this year will 
be one of the key features of a 320-hectare 
property of forested foothills that slope down 
to а 1.2-km-long beach of fine sand. Just 20 


minutes from Subic Bay, the nature enclave 
that has managed to defy the more intense 
development visible in neighboring areas. 

Marly Laraya, project experience manager 
of Anvaya Cove, said, “The club's most trea- 
sured assets are really its naturally beautiful 
features." Thus, the club's amenities and 
commodations have been designed as a series 
of pavilions that blend in with the surround- 
ings. 
Distinguishing feature 

Setting the tone for the development, the 
Nature Camp will stand ош as the resort com- 


THE 1.2 KILOMETERS of fine sand beach comprises the main cove of Anvaya, the perfect 
venue for water-sports and undersea adventures. 


plex's distinguishing feature. It will offer eco- 
logical trails, a nature playground and an 
‘open-air amphitheater that blends in with the 
environment. Ziplines that allow users to 
swing through the area 40 feet above the for- 
est floor are guaranteed to provide а natural 
high. 

‘Aqua sports, on the other hand, are cen- 
tered around the Watersports Pavilion. Facili- 
ties and equipment for scuba diving, jet ski- 
ing, deep sea fishing, windsurfing and kayak- 
ing will ай be available there. 

Аз an alternative to the sea, a swimming 
pool that's big enough го be a small lake will 
offer panoramic views. It will be complement- 
ed by a pool for small children with water jets 
and bubble makers that will provide them 
endless entertainment. 


Restaurant outlets 

For the less active, a variety of restaurant 
outlets will offer views of Anvaya Cove's pic- 
turesque setting. The Main Pavilion will in- 
clude a café, a music lounge, wine room and 
library. Right at the beach will be a bar and 
grill, а game room, a lookout tower with a bar, 
beach cabanas for lounging and massage 
salas for those seeking the relaxing touch of 
trained masseuses. For extended stays, the 
Lagoon Suites will provide one- up to three- 
bedroom accommodations. 

A feature sure to be welcomed by members 
of the Anvaya Cove Beach and Nature Club 
(Tel. No. 728-7000) will be the services of- 
fered by leisure coordinators. Tasked with fix- 
ing programs for members, the coordinators 
will arrange for picnic lunches, spa appoint- 
menis, windsurfing lessons as well as sunset 
cruises “or whatever will make a stay at An- 
vaya Cove truly unforgettable,” Laraya said. 


Prime living at Camp John Hay in Baguio 


CAMP JOHN HAY IN BAGUIO IS. 
fast becoming the destination of 
choice for families looking for a 
place to spend quality vacation 
time and those who are planning 
to spend vacation on a more per- 
manent basis. Real estate proper- 
ties inside the former US rest and 
recreation resort have attracted lo- 
cals, as well as foreigners, since it 
was opened to the public in the late 
"90s. 

Best sellers are the Camp John 
Hay Manor and Suites Condotels; 
elegant residential homes such as 
the Country Homes and Forest 
Cabins; and the residential estate 
lots. All of these are available on a 
long-term lease and a first come- 
first served basis. 


Й 


Reasons for buying 

Camp John Hay unit owners 
cite the resorts peacefulness, re- 
laxing atmosphere, clean air and 
security as the main reasons for 
their decision to purchase real es- 
tate properties in the area. While 
traffic and pollution have become 
major concerns for Baguio resi- 
dents, in Camp John Hay these 
problems are nonexistent. 

‘The Camp John Hay Condotels 
such as the Manor, and the Suites 
are the hot picks of buyers be- 
cause of their affordability and 
special benefits. 

"The Camp John Hay Manor has 
a total of 189 units while the Camp 
John Hay Suites has 278 rooms. 


These Condotel 


Estate lots 


facilities 
three kinds of units: studio unit, 
which has an average floor area of 
40 square meters; one-bedroom 
suite with an average floor area of 
80 sq m; and two-bedroom suite 
reaching a total floor area of 145 sq 
m. The Camp John Hay Manor, 
which is now on its 4th year of op- 
erations is (almost) always fully 
booked especially during peak sea- 
sons like the Christmas holidays, 
Holy Week and summer. 


‘There are also estate lots where 
buyers can build their dream house 
from among the country log de- 
signs or create a new design with 
Camp John Hays master architect, 


have RRPayumo + Partners. There are 
49 lots scattered in prime areas in 
the whole Camp. The smallest is 
around 400 sq m while the biggest 
is around 1,300 sq m. Prices range 
from P4 to P16 million based on 
the special price tag of P9,500 per 
square meter on cash transactions, 
and as much as P12,500 on terms. 

Also available are residential 
homes such as the single-detached 
Country Homes located in the 
vicinity of the golf course and near 
the golf clubhouse and the Forest 
Cabins, medium-size duplex units 
located in Scout Hill are also avail- 
able, The Forest Cabins, each with 
an attic, have a gross floor area of 
150 т. They are priced between 
P9 and P10 million, 
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Building tech of the future 

WHAT DO THE GMA 7 BUILDING, SM MALL OF ASIA, THE FAR 
EASTern University's new building, Aliw Theatre and the Harbour 
View Complex have in common? They were ll built with M2 pan- 
els—a revolutionary construction technology that will shield them 
from the natural elements that plague our country. 

M2 panel technology is a groundbreaking approach to architec- 
ture in the new millennium. It has the following benefits: 

Energy-saving. Since the SM Mall of Asia was built with M2 pan- 
els, which have a central layer of one of the best insulating materi- 
als ever invented, energy will be saved and propery utilized. 

- Maney-saving. M2 panel technology cuts down on cost by as 
much as 25 percent. Designed for a minimum workforce, it reduces 
the steps in traditional construction that are tedious and time-con- 
suming 

- Soundproof. M2 panels have superior acoustic quality that 
leads to significant noise reduction. 

= Pest-free. Families building their dream home in Santa Rosa 
Heights or Governor's Hills need not worry about termites or other 
household pests because polystyrene does not attract any microor- 
ganisms. 

- Bullet resistant. Tests have proven that bullets fired from very 
high caliber guns cannot penetrate M2 walls 

- Simple rough-in installation. Plumbing, heating, electricity 
and telephones are essential requirements ina home or in the day- 
to-day operations of a business. M2 panel technology enables 
plumbing, heating, electricity and telephones to be easily installed. 

- Able to withstand earthquakes and typhoons. Homes and 
buildings made with M2 panels can withstand even the harshest 
conditions. 

< Meets international standards. M2 panel technology has been 
used for different applications and designs in 26 countries world- 
wide for the past 20 years. 

in the Philippines, the exclusive manufacturer, marketer and dis- 
tributor of M2 panels is Marathon Building Technologies Inc. (Tel. 
Nos. 816-3868 and 616-3875 to 75) 


The good life at La Vie Flats 
LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST AT LA VIE FLATS, A 22-STORY RESI- 
DENtial condominium that offers the luxury of breathing space ina 
nature-inspired setting. With spacious units ranging from 47 to 107 
Square meters, homeowners enjoy more options to design their liv 
ing spaces according to their lifestyle. Landscaped gardens, a gym, 
function rooms and indoor play and study areas for kids enhance 
the La Vie Flats living experience 

La Vie Flats is part of "The Flats at Parkway," a premium residen- 
tial block in Filinvest Corporate City in Alabang. Its enviable location 
puts world-class developments in your backyard while affording a 
refreshing oasis in a growing satellite city. Vivant Flats, the first 
building within the 3-tower complex, is scheduled for turnover 
within the year 

Model units of La Vie Fats wil be open for viewing very soon at 
Festival Supermall. For investment inquiries, please call 850-0777 
or e-mail lavieflats@fiinvestcorpcity.com. For online information, 
visit www flicty.cor/avietlats. 


Philbex seminar in Cebu City 
AS A DESCENDANT OF AN IMPERIAL FENG SHUI MASTER OF THE LE- 
oendary Ming Dynasty. Master Khoon Yong Тап could just stick to the tra- 
Sons of ancient Chinese feng shui customs and restrain himself from al 
demands for change. However, he embraced modem technology with ut- 
most fervor and considered it important to further enhance people's lives. 

inthis year's Philippine Building and Construction Exposition 
(Philbex), which is slated rom May 26 to 28 at the Ayala Center in 
Cebu City, Tan hopes to convey his objectives to the movers of the 
industry and inspire them of the wonders of technology and ad- 
vanced knowledge in feng shui in the construction business. He will 
be рап of the highlighted free seminars on May 27 along with Jose 
Ma. "Johnny" Hubilla president of Hubilla Design Group and archi- 
tect Gilbert Yu 

Philbex seminars, conducted by Worldbex Services Internation- 
al[Tel Nos. 531-6350, 531-8374 or (032) 343-9620 (Cebu)],con- 
tinuously set impetus for new innovations and better opportunities 
for the professionals ofthe construction industry. These seminars 
bring together respected and thriving pros to share ideas with each 
other for the development and empowerment of the trade. 


PRAYER DEDICATION 
The Active Group recently held a prayer dedication and tree 
within its 
‘Among the 
la, FSC; 


Group; and Bro. Jaime Dalumpines, FSC. 


Areturn to beginnings 

FILIPINAS FORM AND LAND CORP. (FF Land) LAUNCHES VILLA 
STA. Monica, a one-of-a-kind residential property development in 
Angat, Bulacan for those seeking to reconnect with their distinctive 
roots amid a secure and serene environment. FF Land (Tel. Nos. 
671-9950 to 53 local 109, 671-5871) is the real estate management 
and marketing arm of FF Cruz & Co. 

Villa Sta. Monica is FF Cruz 8 Co.'s inspired offering for An- 
gatefios and Bulakeiios who highly regard the invaluable experi- 
ences of reliving their rich heritage and rediscovering the profound 
meaning of their faith 

Vila Sta. Monica provides modestly priced home lots ina well- 
planned 14-hectare area that is now Angat's best developed resi- 
dential offering, 

A landscaped entrance forms the welcome sign for residents and 
visitor in this Subdivision with a spacious multipurpose center. A 
‘commercial strip at one side of Its frontage beckons to en- 
trepreneurial activity. 

Village facilities include basketball, tennis, volleyball and bad- 
minton courts, a landscaped children’s playground, a picnic area, 
{tee-lined pathways and an open meditation garden. A perimeter 
wall encloses the subdivision that has 10-10 12-meler wide con- 
crete roads, sidewalk curbs and gutter 

Villa Sta. Monica is situated on Encanto-Pandi Road and is ac- 
cessible from major thoroughfare connecting Bocaue, Sta. Мапа, 
Norzagaray and Guiguinto, Bulacan. 

Villa Sta. Monica is now offered at Incredibly affordable initial 
public offering, with individual TCTs. and ready for house construc- 
tion. 
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Ayala Land 
breaks ground 
for Sonera's 
Village Green 


AYALA LAND PREMIER RECENTLY HELD 
groundbreaking rites for the Village 
Green—the "heart" of Ayala Southvale Vil- 
lage Sonera’s community that will serve as an 
idyllic venue where homeowners can gather 
for various bonding activities. 

Sonera is designed to become a “fenceless com- 
munity’—a village that fosters warmth and 
neighborly living. At the Village Green, homeown: 
ers will find a shared space where they can freely 
get together for recreation and leisure. 


‘Symbolic items 

‘The groundbreaking ceremony was pre- 
ceded by a Holy Mass led by Msgr. Nico 
Bautista from the Alfonsus Ligouri Parish, fol- 
lowed by the blessing of the symbolic docu- 
‘ments and items. Among the items that were 
placed in the time capsule by corresponding 
officials who graced the event were the pro- 
jects land titles by Jong Romero, project man- 
ager for Sonera; the development permit by 
Mel Cruz. (senior division manager for ALP 
Construction Management Group); and the 
architectural plan by Joel Luna (assistant vice 
president for Technical Planning Division). 

Other items were the landscape plan by Cristy 
Comia (senior division manager, ALP Construc- 
Чоп Management Group, Landscaping Unit); 
the Environmental Compliance Certificate 
(ECC) by Jay Caniza (department manager, 
Technical Planning Division, project architect for 
Sonera), and the days newspaper by Dindo 
Guererro (managing partner of Abesamis Guer- 
erro Architects, Sonera's project consultant) 


Preview of idyllic life 

After the official groundbreaking activities, 
guests were invited to celebrate the occasion with 
an "Offer" lunch buffet hosted by ALP 
While the adults sampled the sumptuous barbe- 
cue specialties, kids were left to freely run around 
the future site of the Village Green flying their 
kites, and blowing bubbles to their hearts content. 

"This is justa preview of the idylli life that 
Sonera will soon be home to," said Jay Caniza 
(department manager for Technical Planning 
Division). "The fence-free homes will encour- 
age interaction among homeowners. Kids can 
roam around freely without their parents 
worrying because they practically know ev 
eryone inside the village. АШ state-of-the 
art security system will also ensure the safety 
of every resident inside the village.” 


Central venue 

‘As the central venue of the community’ activi- 
ties, the Village Green will reflect the design ar. 
chitecture of the homes inside Sonera and will 
therefore havea contemporary look and fee), said 
Joel Luna, AVP for Technical Planning Division 

"We wanted something fresh-looking, 
which we don't typically see in other subur- 
ban areas. The architecture was made to have 
cleaner lines, more upbeat and modern, but 
still familiar. We particularly chose an archi- 
tecture that appeals to younger tastes, more 
cosmopolitan, and fits in with the stature and 
prestige of Alabang to which Sonera is intrin- 
sically linked,” Luna explained 

‘The Village Green complex which occupies 
almost a hectare will be divided into two 
structures: the multipurpose pavilion or the 
clubhouse and the indoor courts, with a 
swimming pool found at the center linking 
the two facilities. A Kids’ Park will entice chil- 
dren to play all day at the Play Pool, Gazebo 
and interactive playground, while fitness en- 
thusiasts can tread the Adventure Path for 
biking, walking, or simply enjoying the land- 
scaped gardens and scenic views. 

“Birthdays, meetings and other functions can 
be held at the pavilion, while sports buffs can uti- 
lize the indoor courts. The Village Green will also 
have a lounge and smaller private function areas 
‘where residents can get together for recreational 
and social events,” Caniza added. 

‘The Village Green will basically serve as an 
“extension” of the homes—a property shared 
byall the residents, Luna emphasized 

Conveniently located at the center of the 
village, the Village Green harmonizes perfect- 
ly with the surroundings, Luna added. 


Ideal residence 

Ayala Southvale Village Sonera is envi- 
sioned to be the ideal residence for the 
younger, growing family. Masterplanned to 
host approximately 234 lots designed for sin 
gle-detached houses, the community covers a 
total area of approximately 21 hectares of 
prime real estate. 

Due to its excellent location in the Alabas 
complex, homeowners will enjoy the advai 
tages of living close to prestigious school 
shopping malls, leading institutions and busi- 
ness districts. 

Sonera is another project by Ayala Land 
Premier—the new name for the top-end de- 
velopments of Ayala Land providing security, 
ultimate comfort and privacy. With its superi 
ог customer care and property management, 
ALP (tel. no. 728-7000) ensures exclusivity 
and value over time 
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SHOWN (above) during the 
ceremonial groundbreaking (from left) 
are Mel Cruz, Joel Luna and Jay Caniza. 
LEFT photo shows Fr. Nico Bautista, 
project manager for Sonera Jong 
Romero, Mel Cruz, Joe! Luna, Cristy 
Comia, Dindo Guererro and Jay Caniza. 
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(1) Elegantly modeled and 
slightly curved. TOTOS Dorian 
water closet has а skirted styling 
with concealed trapway for easy 
leaning: Itincludes a soft close 
seat which can be upgraded into 
awashiet. 


(2) Apo Premium Quality 
by CEMEX PHILIPPINES. 


(3) Every day, Bostik products 
are used by professionals to 
deliver high quality results and 
consistent performance for 
projects in tiing, flooring, 
waterproofing, renovation, 
decorating and specialist 
assembly. (Bostik Philippines, 
Inc. formerly Globalbrands Co. 
Inc) 
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(4) KRAUT Art Glass’ 
passion for fine quality 
stained glass art has brought 
beauty to numerous 
churches, mausoleums, 
religious institutions, public 
landmarks and residences 
around the Philippines and in 
some countries abroad, 


(6) Ecowallis the leading 
insulated exterior and interior 
wall pane! system. Crafted 
using state of he art - 
Japanese Technology 
produced a weather proof, 
sound proof, earthquake & 
fire resistance, and 
exceptional insulation. 
Ecowall by Vineyard Walltech 
System Corp. 


(6) Affordable quality PP-R 
plastic pies and fitings by 
Miraga Trade Center. 


A SPECIAL SUBSECTION OF THE 


BL 


fature, 


comfort, 


ekend homes 


peace and quiet 


Winding down 
in a coffee farm 


IFE ЖҮ 


Summerize your home 


all year round 


он HOMES PUBLISHED MONTHLY 


THIRD ISSUE: MAY 28, 2006 


FOR ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE CALL 897-8808 LOC 530. 


Elastomeric waterproofing paint 
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10096 waterproof 
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A new generation 
of waterproofing 
technology that 
provides protection 
from destructive, 


EG 
Provides excellent ^ 
hiding power and 
easy brushing. - 


| ACRE CAST | 


Specialy formulated 
lo provide ultimate 
surface protection. 
Washable texture 
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Combines the 
advantage of acrylic 
effects of water latex and emulsion. 
seepage. latex. 


Eliminates Concrete Seepage 
100% Waterproof 
MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP. 
51 JOY CORNER HARMONY STS. GRACE VILLAGE, 
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facturers nationwide see much po- 

: tential for markets in the Visayas and 
Mindanao region where wealth is steadily 
growing, where families are keen to buy new 
homes and where more and more people are 
pursuing upgrades or making renovations. 

‘This was announced by L. A. Ducut and Co., 
the organizer of the largest and biggest con- 
struction expo in southern Philippines, which is 
scheduled to open next week. 

"These trends continue to prevail despite some 
.concems over our economy,” said Lilibeth Ducut- 
Abais of LA Ducut and Co. (construction- 
show@laducut.com), who told the media that the 
“14th Construction Show Cebu will be open from 
June 2to 5 at the Trade Hall of SM City Cebu. 

“This event will allow visitors to get a glimpse 
‘ofthe latest construction materials and technol- 
ogy that may provide solutions to get their pro- 
jjects done right and on time. Be a part of the 
“country’s largest construction expo in the re- 
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PROPERTY 
Construction Show Cebu opens doors to opportunities 


gion and get answers to some of your concerns 
like what color of paint is best on your sidings, 
to what type of roofing to use, and even to what 
bathroom fixture will suit best to your home's 
motif” said Ducut. 


Generating opportunities 
She added that the annual event generates 
‘many opportunities for buyers and sellers in the 
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Swish. Swash. Swish. Swash. 


Many of us breeze through life while others seemingly float along, Do both in the new Playa Calatagan. 


MODERN and space- 
saving Suzuri marble 
counter will be 
among the event's 
major exhibitors. 


couch potato ог а weekend Indiana Jones, every living moment is worth a lifetime 


Never miss a beat. 


hardware and home construction business. 

“This is equally true for the Philippine manu- 
facturers displaying their unique, new products 
to the world and for multinational exhibitors 
entering the fast-expanding markets of the 
Asian region,” she said 

‘Among the exhibitors in the forthcoming 
event are the GT Stoneworks which markets 
natural-stone altematives that create a unique 
feel to any home structure and Ro-Plast which 
sells uPVC glass paneled doors and windows 
that reduce noise and pollution while at the 
same time possess excellent insulation proper- 
ties (translating to less electricity consumption 
оп summer months and better heat retention 
during cold or rainy days) 

“We even have exhibitors like Globe Intema- 
tional Distributor Inc. which distributes Fault- 
less Mortise Locks that offers a revolutionary ti- 
tanium antitamish coating,” added Ducut. 

Another exhibitor is Borals EchoStop Plas- 
terboard which offers acoustic and decorative 
solution for walls and ceilings designed for ap- 
plications requiring the highest esthetic consid- 
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erations while maint 
sorption capabilities. 


Iluminate and purify 

“Equally interesting are these products from 
Eontec Biolyte that doesn't only illuminate a 
room but also purify the air around it,” said 
Ducut adding that GE Lighting Systems will also 
be presenting its latest energy-efficient yet high 
intensity discharging lighting fixtures. 

Ducut also enumerated several bathroom 
package and fixture providers like Villeroy & 
Boch Pure Stone collection that offers chic peb- 
ble-like water closets and lavatories and source 
flow tap fitting: Loop and Friends washbasins 
with its New Wave design; and Toto's Savanna 
Lavatory with its multifunction wash basin with 
automatic sensor faucets. 

The 14th Construction Show Cebu is spon- 
sored by APO Premium Quality, Bostik Philip- 
pines Іле, BusinessWorld, Alcordo Advertising, 
Sunstar Publications Network and Slivers 
Builders & Architects Professional Magazine 
and the Philippine Daily Inquirer. 


ing excellent sound ab- 


Just two and a half hours drive from Manila, Playa Calatagan is the country's first tourism estate designed around a beach community. 
Exclusive seaside residences. Hotels. Retail stores. And a two kilometer stretch of pristine white sand beach guarded by one of the 


country's oldest lighthouses. Playa Calatagan blends old world charm with the conveniences of modern living. So whether you're a 
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Filinvest Land 
to unveil new luxury 
home collection 


BRENTVILLE INTERNATIONAL COM- 
munity, the world-class residential de- 
velopment for expatriate and Filipino 
families of leading property developer 
Filinvest Land Inc. (FLI), will unveil its 
new luxury home collection called “The 
Masterpieces” tomorrow, with two 
house-and-lot models that best exempli- 
fy“the art of fine living." 

‘At the formal launch of The Masterpieces 
at Brentville, FLI president Joseph Yap and 
top company officials will lead in the unveil- 
ing ceremonies at 10 алт, while various 
family and art activities take place until 5 


pm. 
Children can join the “Paint like Da Vinci" 
contest while invited visual artists sketch 
portraits of guests and Brentvlle residents. 
Meanwhile, interested buyers attending the. 
event can take advantage of a complimen- 
tary tip for four persons to Boracay island. 


‘First homes’ 

Inspired by some of the greatest works of 
ап in recent history The Masterpieces are 
upscale singledetached homes aptly 
named Madonna and Mona Lisa. 

Primarily marketed as “frst homes” em- 
bodying the privileged suburban lifestyle, 
the Masterpieces have wider lot areas of 316 
square meters and are located within the ex- 
dusive subcommunities of Prominence 2 
and Woodmore Spring at Brentvill. 

“The Masterpieces are our limited offer- 
ings this year for expatriate and Filipino fam- 
ilies, induding active retirees, looking for 
tastefully designed homes that are smaller in 
scale and therefore priced lower; said FLS 
project group head Julian Concepcion Jr. 


Mediterranean architecture 

Consistent with the “sunny Southern Cal- 
ifornian ambience" of Brentville, the Mas 
terpieces are elegantly designed along the 
lines of Mediterranean architecture, exud- 
ing timeless appeal and superior craftsman- 
ship. It also boasts of superior space plan- 
ning, construction and finishing works all 
throughout the usable floor areas of 231 
square meters for Madonna and 186 sq m 
for Mona Lisa. 

Concepcion said each Masterpiece home 
“artfully blends a myriad of textures, rich 
earth-tone colors, attractively tiled roofs, 
quaint front porches and handsomely ac 
cented windows,” which all complement 
the natural beauty of its surroundings. 


2 home models 

"The captivating two-level Madonna, the 
bigger Masterpiece home priced berween 
8.2 million and P17 million, offers families 
with growing households three bedrooms, 
including a masters suite with a walk-in 
closet, ап airy family hall, a viewing balcony 
and meticulously designed spaces for a cozy 
living area, a practical kitchen with a service 
area, а maid's room with a separate toilet 
and bath, der room, storage area, а 
carport, porch and lanai. 

On the other hand, the Mona Lisa, a 
charming two-story home priced berween 
P75 million and P20.4 million, features 
three bedrooms and well-defined spaces for 
living and dining areas, a functional kitchen 
for the house gourmet, a maid's room and a 
separate laundry area, a carport, a porch 
and a lanai, Mona Lisa is perfect for starter 
families, bachelors, young professionals and 
retirees. 

A Prominence 2, expatriate families can 
even own a Masterpiece home under a Con- 
dominium Certificate of Title (ССТ), the 
first of its kind for a horizontal development 
inthe country. 

The house-and-lot packages of the Mas- 
terpieces come at lower cash payment rates 
but are also available through easy in-house 
orexiemal financing arrangements with ze- 
ro-percent deferred payment of up to two- 
andachalf years. Selected lots-only offer- 
ings are priced at P9,600 per square meter. 
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Richard Gutierrez as... | 
| The man 


beast” | 


@ Shoes that fit for school 


New Leather Shoes Collection 
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Mane n Tail, 
[Shampoo|8]Conditionen 


ICHARD GUTIERREZ IS 
hungry for higher learn 
ing. In between hopping 


from one superhero role айе? 
another, the Gutierrez scion 
was able to escape to the Land 
Down Under last month to visit 
a friend who was taking up fur 
ther studies at the University of 
sydney. 
1 jupi sat in one of the e 
was like wow!" Exelaimed a wide 
Chard as he recalled hi 
young, we transferred home 
Went to four different schools for el 
mist ha 
me 


and it 
ed 
1 schooli 

hen we were 


been this constant shift 
mga Richard feel 
tackling roles that form рап of our pop 
cultural sushi, Who would have thought 
that a hall bird half human. creature 


ниту ў 
E 


and would be the first in a series of im. 
mortalizing marks that Richard would 

? To date, it is offi 
jumpstarted the fan 
people in th s 
bol of 


taserye craze. Whe 
we the yin. fang 
do they scream ut 

All these are not folklore, АЙ of the 
Richard Gutier 
tez has come of age—he has flexed hi 
muscles strong enough to take a throne 
that is rightfully his. The next 
of boob tube addicts. will 
ask them who forth 


misa superhero 


chances ate, one name will pop out 


Everybody wants a piece of the young 


ıe that for an 
sity bestowed to him, 
1 sister Ruffa Bektas to 

alf. He continually 


him no time for sleep or rest. 


Casting coup. 
For his latest TV casting 
home network had to use an animated 
image and an old photo of his face for the 
illboard. To top it off, Pinoys on the 
street love to call him name 
Мор of Xander Angeles stu 
makati skyline as back 
ioo өп the ve! 


up, his 


yled (by Supe 
Quinones) image 

People were waving а 

hat I thought) from down below. 

wards our direc 

JI! Captain Barbell!” 
TORTS with glee 

Father these kids had X ray vision or 


reamed their 


* BEST COPY АУ 


give their обр 
healthy dose of Vitamin B, but 1 
shocked to how 


stryshas al. 
d eve 


Pi 
has chosen to play Cap 
ell's т 


noy 


is for this new GMA se 


ries which premieres this May 29. So, its 


to be one helluva'n exciting 
tle—Richard versus Richard! 


Super! take two, take three! 
We here At Super? truly make ita 


best of style, urban living, pop culture 


entertainment and 
years Super banner 
Richard's face on the co 
a blurb tha it all 
Astig, as in, Super! Ht is bı 

as we commence our third annive 


AILABLE 


with 


ards and Artist's Fair with 

ion.) And what better way by work: 
ing with someone who is on a roll with 
his third superhero role? 


special, you'll see 
Richard working with t 
to embody three dillerent visons of 
ness with the earth, air and wat 
backdrop te the burnin; 
Richard Gutu 

1 therefore predict that 2006 and be- 
yond will continually be the year of the 
Supers! On a pop culnire edu-tainment. 
standpoint, we realize that there's a lot 
to be done in elevating the levels of taste 
and freedom that artists continually fight 
for. Looking at Richard and all you Su- 
рег out there, we can tell chat the future 
looks bright 

Up. upand away! 


By David Milan 


VERY SUPER! SHOOT 
has been nothing but 
exciting—especially 

because we work with great 
teams and great subjects. We 
always make sure the read- 
ers get to see the ingenuity of 
the best talents this country 
has to offer. 

What you normally see is only the 
finished product surreal scenes cap- 
tured by skilled photographers, пе 
worlds created by stylists 
and artists. A lot of work 
goes into cach 
shoot—from organizing 
the team and tracking 
the logistics to the ac 
tual shoot it 
self but its work 
that we enjoy do 
ing. 


For our first special third anniver- 
sary issue, we decided to givea whole 
new meaning to the term “career” 

our birthday but 
agift. 

The night b 
one was excited, 
mauseous! Kidding. But yeah, 
were all excited and пеги 
one wanted to make sure they'd gi 

e shoot their all. And they did just 

The rebel hidden inside sweet 
stylist Pam Quifiones was u 

leashed as she braved the 

towering heights to make 

sure everything went as 

planned. The master, 

ander Angeles cap- 

tured every perfect moment 
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ADIFFERENT 
KIND OF 
DIRECTOR. 
Xander Angeles 
guides Richard 
Gutierrez 


there was, may it be above the sky, 
under the bodega and in between. 
The Shu Uemura duo Mickey See and 
Claire Diokno used their super 
ers to y 
(We will 
forcutting her own hair for the 
man-beast photo). Richard, the su- 
perstar that he is, was a good team- 
yer, as usual. He didn’t have any 
qualms at all—not even when we 
asked him to do all kinds of crazy 
hings—from wearing 
to letting us strangle 
and kilos of metal chains. No 
areal star 


"We hope you enjoy this 
^^, shoot—as much as we en- 
joyed working on it. 
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| SHU-PER DUO. 
Claire Diokno and 
Mickey See 
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fly halfway around the world 

to experience the booty-shak- 
ing rituals and syncopated salsa 
rhythms of a Caribbean carnival 
(but squirm at the thought of 
sheling out $2000 for a 
roundtrip ticket to sun-dipped 
Puerto Rico), you're in for a sur- 
prise next weekend. 

Forget “Dancing with; the 
Stars,” The Pavarotti of Salsa Mu- 
sic | himself, Tito — Nieves 
(www.titonieves.com), brings his 
infectious Latin-infused funk to 
the PICC Reception Hall [CCP 
Complex, Roxas Blvd, Pasay 
City] on Saturday, June 3, 

‘Together with his 16-piece band 
from Orlando, Florida, the Gram- 
my-nominated salsero cooks up a 
steady serving of sexy salsa beats, 
topped with a contemporary sprin- 
Wing of R&B, reggaeton, and rap. 
Call 891-9999 or visit wwwticket- 
world.com.ph. 


I: YOUVE BEEN DYING ТО 


Measure in Love 
(9 Saguijo, 7 p.m. 
tonight 

Waaaay back in 2004, 
and worlds away from 
the see-and-be-seen 
scene, a sonic sanctuary. 
forunsigned Filipino 
bands was born. They 
called it Saguijo. 
Tonight, the creative 
sat’ favorite haven 
turns two! On hand to 
“Wow!” the crowd will 


“EXO We've got it all for you! exclusively available at the Infants’ woar PSF 
HAPO MAKAN: CUBAO HARRISON NORTH EDSA STA MESA: ORTGAS LAS PIÑAS BACOOR “FAIRVIEW: SAN LAZARO: MULA: PAMPANGA: MANDURAWO 
ASADO: CEBU DAPO. CQAANOE ORO- BICUTAN LUCENA BÁQUO-MANLAO- DASHARIU BATANGAS -STA ROSA-SUCAT -CLARK "MALL OFASIA | 


mapa 
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Start enjoying endless fun taking pictures with your new Kodak EasyShare digital camera and begin sharing 
these memories on real Kodak prints at half the price! 


Purchase any Kodak EasyShare digital camera and get ten (10) 50% discount vouchers for 50 prints” on 
Kodak Royal or Edge paper. 


Kodak 


EP 
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Promo runs from April 1 to May 31, 2006. 
Discount vouchers valid until July 30, 2006. 
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Маса, Christmas Lights, Daydream 
Cycle, Bagetsafonik, Makopa, Sino 
Sikat?, Sun Valley Crew, Chillitees, 
Kompressor, Sheila and the Insects, 
and Severo. Don’t forget to grab a 
few party favors (y'know, ike those 
cool stickers and limited-edition 
Saguijo T's) before you bounce. Сай 
897-8629 or visit www.saguljo.com. 


Reposo Art & Music 
Festival, May 27 & 28 

Cal it neighborhood pride. This 
weekend, the cozy tree-lined stretch 
of Nicanor Garcia Street in Bel-Air, 
Makati closes down for "Pimahan at 
Musikahan Sa Reposo.” an outdoor 
street festival featuring ап arts-and- 
craft bazaar, mural painting ses- 
sions, sculpture installations, food 
fairs, and fre film screenings at A- 
lance Française. During the 
evenings, you can dine al fresco 
while listening to the music of Mak- 
iing Ensemble, Chakra, Elemento, 
Coke Bolipata and other local 
artists. Call 724-3032 or 895-5470, 


Other Super? 24/7 
events: 


Wee 
dus 
DIGITAL CAMERA oee 


May 27, Saturday 

Chicane: Live in Mania! at he 
World Trade Center; Mastermind: The 
Magik of Erik Mana at Musie Muse- 
um; Mojo at Dish; Nemanja 
Radulovic at Philamile Theater 

Project Mayhem at Conspiracy; 
Reggae Mistress at 70s Bistro; 
Johnny Alegre Atlinity at Shangri-La 
Streetscape: 20somathing Satur- 
days w/ GP Reyes & Stephen Ku at 
Mezze: Freshly Squeezed at Citrus: 
DJ Martin Pulgar at Embassy Club; 
Campusition Night at Mag:Net Café; 
Pump Saturdays at Jil's; Wiseguys 
at Suburbia Malate; DJ Badboy Jeff 
at Temple; Soundsgood DJs at Em- 
bassy Cusine; Bam del Valle at Gov- 
ernment; DJs Sratchmark & Shorty 
at Prince of Jaipur; Flintstones & the 
Gang at Merk's; Massive Saturdays 
atBed 


May 28, Sunday 

MYMP. Wiseguys, & Sam Milby 
at Bagaberde, Roxas Blvd Philip- 
pine Badminton Open at Utra; 
Clowns Without Borders Photo Ex- 
hibit at Aliance Francalse and 
Greenbelt 


May 29, Monday 

Mano-mano & Beautiful Day at 
70s Bistro; Broadway Night w/ Melis- 
a Royos (Miss Saigon Germany) al 
Conspiracy; Salsa Night w/ Salsa Fil- 
1ріпаз at Мегге; Ethan band at Tom- 
ple; | Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro 
al Gwollos Макай, Teresa Avila at The 
Туой; Dawn & Jessie at Метке: 
Eashwind Jazz Trio at Captain's Bar, 
Follies de Mwah at Club Mwah 


May 30, Tuesday 

Parokya ni Edgar at Conspiracy: 
Pani wi Ds Alessandra Tinio & Chi 
Castaneda at Zen; Kickback Tues- 
days at Manila DÀ Club; The Bloom- 
fields at Dish; Guarana at Café Ha- 
vana Greenbelt: Acoustic Night t 
Temple; Anya Santos at 70s Bistro; 
Spirit ol 67 at Captain's Bar 


May 31, Wednesday 
Weekend Wednesdays w/ DJ 
Boyet Almazan at Strumm's; The 
Bloomfields at Bellevue Hotel in Ala- 
bang: Discotech w/ DJ Papi Santos 
at Mezze: Ds Kari Ty & Сао Ocam- 
ро at Embassy Cuisine: Funksouljah 
Bt Mania DJ Club; Dus Mars Miran- 
da & Johnyverse at Embassy Cub; 
Wily Wanta's Music Factory w/ 
Jolly Cruz at биейов Макай, Dou- 
ble Happiness at Prince of Jaipur 
DJ Crash at Temple; DJ Brit at Gov- 
ernment; Jazz Night at Mag:Net Café 
Katipunan: Julia Duncan at Merk 
Noel Cabangon at Conspiracy; As 
at 70s Bistro 


June |, Thursday 

Parokya ni Edgar & The Bloom- 
fields at Dish; Four Aces at Manila 
Hotel; Wunjo at 70s Bistro; Reggae 
Night at Underground; BBC's 
Sweet Suite Soul w/ DJ Mike Con- 
stantino at Sake Lab; GottaHave- 
House! at Capone's; GSM Liquor 
Spill Citrus; SPIT at Maginet Café 
G Lounge at Mezze; Latina Thursday 
at Prince of Jaipur; Fino: Whatever 
Thursdays at Manila DJ Club; Su- 
pahstar DJ Thursdaze at Вей, DJ 
Badboy Jef at Temple 


June 2, Friday 

Sandwich at Underground: ЗИН 
at Stonehouse and Eastwood Cen- 
tral Plaza: Allegorla Stanza at CCP; 
French Cuisine Week at Toll; 
Decadance w Boyet Almazan at 
J's: DJ Benjo Marquez at Mezze; 
Fashion Fridays w/ DJs Karl Ty & GP 
Reyes at Citrus; DJ Owens Sun at 
Embassy Club; HouseBeats at Mati 
MyHOUSE at M Café; DJ Marie Gar- 
cia at Embassy Cuisine; DJ Brit st 
Government; Jive Fridays at Temple; 
The Jerks at 70s Bistro; Gogo Fri- 
days at Bed; Route 70 at Merk's; DJs 
Biss & Shorty at Prince of Jaipur; 
Mitch Vaides at Captain's Bar 


Schedules may change with- 
out prior notice. For more intor- 
mation anda complete listing of 
avents, text 24/7 through your 
mobile phone and send to 2049 
(Globe) and 209 (Smart). Log оп 
to mag24-7.com or pick up your 
trea copy of 24/7 Nocturnal Navi- 
gatorat bars and restaurants 
around the city. Submit your 
schedules before Wednesday to 
events@mag24-7.comand 
mag24.7@yahoo.com. 
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Here's to growing 
up, thinking out 
loud, and, like, 
finally rocking the 
| universe! Happy 
| birthday to all of 
| ше, the Super ~ 
generation 


: Age against 
(the machine 


| 
| Gino de la Paz 


O WRITE ON A WEEKLY 

basis is not as easy asit | 

looks, "especially for an | 
| ever-evolving youth. section 
| like this one. 4 

But three years on--that's close to 
150 weekends of light-hearted shout- 
outs and ` other^ risqué inter- | 
ludes—we're still at it, leaping out in -| 
‘Technicolor newsprint-every Saturday 
to give you a ‘sweaty bear hug or a 
friendly upper cut. (Sometimes, we like «| 
to do it at the same time. Wink.) Who 
knew, right? 

Snide little Gen Z comments aside, 
running ^a little school paper" such as 
Super! stole that metaphor from 
worldly, wordsmith Тав Diaz—has 
proven to be a huge learning experi- 
ence, like multiple “Aha!” moments for 
the price of one. To prevent this an- 
niversary from turning into an annual 
orgy of self-congratulation though, Га 
like to scribble my homage to this sur- 
real journey and, like it or not, pass on 
| those somewhat warped” coming-of- $ 

age anecdotes to you all. , 


On information and inspiration 
Like I said, regularly churning out 
writerly material--yielding genuinely 
golden insights along the. ways | 
tough. First, you have to wade through 
| worlds of info, set aside the worthy top- 3 
|| ics in your mind, then TiVo the rest for 
later use. I have to admit there have 
been days, weeks even, when I was 
|- overwhelmed by all-the stuff I could 
possibly write about that I' went 
| Bugia categori Resik? || Subscribe to a SMART Gold Plan 2500 to enjoy Nokia №805 3-Megapixel 
|| See, its one thing to ‘unlock’ the clarity plus a Canon Selphy CP510 Photo Printer absolutely free. 
labyrinth of your unconscious, get all the 7 
freaky-deaky adolescent stuff ош, and 4 
боуйешу adolescent sul OM amd cc SMART ad non SMART exiting pok subscribers Залаа Nokia NBO 
{ Darko" director Richard Kelly. I's anoth- эге subject to a 24-month lock-in period. All applications are subject to SMARTS 3 Magapbeal Camera with fash 
cer thing to edit and distill all that to come credit guidelines. For details, please call “888 via your SMARTcelfone ог the SMART 
up with an essay that makes s -d Hotline at 888-1111 or visit any SMART Wireless Center nearest you. 
thing tight, stylish, and with a distinct 
oint-of-view. Once you get over that 
plas On you get over Ва) WD spt a ing "тосот 
| сап become one of post-post-punk life's Requirements for applicants transferring from other network: 
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E-mail super@inquirercom.ph 
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Text us your feedback: nquirer sup namo/age/cIy message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


THE THREE Headed Knight. 
from “Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail” 


Here's to growing 
up, thinking out 
loud, and, like, 

| finally rocking the 
| universe! Happy 
birthday to ail of 
us, the Super 
generation 


Age against | 
the machine 


| Gino de la Paz 


1 O WRITE ОМ А WEEKLY 

basis is not as easy as it 
t looks, especially for an 
f ever-evolving youth; section 
1 like this one. 

But three years on--that's close to 
150 weekends of light-hearted shout- 
outs and other risqué  inter- 
ludes—we're still at it, leaping out in 
Technicolor newsprint every Saturday 
to give you a sweaty bear hug or a 
friendly upper cut. (Sometimes, we like 
to do it at the same time. Wink.) Who 
‘knew, right? 


running “a little school paper” such as 
super! stole that metaphor from 
worldly wordsmith Tals Diaz--has 
proven to be a huge learning experi- 
ence, like multiple “Aha!” moments for 
the price of one. To prevent this an- 
niversary from turning into an annual 
orgy of self-congratulation though, Pd 
like to scribble my homage to this sur- 
real journey and, like it or not, pass on 
those somewhat warped coming-of- 
age anecdotes to you all. , 


Оп information and inspiration 
Like I said, regularly churning out 
writerly material—yielding genuinely 
golden ‘insights along the way—is 
tough. First, you have to wade through 
worlds of info, set aside the worthy top- 
ics in your mind, then TiVo the rest for 
later use. 1 have to admit there have 
been days, weeks even, when I was 
overwhelmed by all the stuff I could 
possibly write about that [ went 
through a creative rigor mortis. Result? 
Nada. Zip. Wala. Help! ; 
| See, ifs one thing to unlock the 
labyrinth of your unconscious, get all the 
freaky-deaky adolescent stuff out, and 


1 "vomit onto a canvas,” to quote "Donnie ў 
Darko" director Richard Kelly. Is anoth- 3 


er thing to edit and distill all that to come 
up with an essay that makes sense, some- 
thing tight, stylish, and with а distinct 
point-of-view. Once you get over that 
hump, however, you'll find that writing 
can become one of post-post-punk life's 
| greatest pleasures. 

After almost three years, still can't say 

that I'm a career vet when it comes to 


cobbling columns. Far from it. But at 4 


least, with the frequent discipline 1 get 
тот pounding on a keyboard like a mon- 


ture, I now know the difference between 
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Subscribe to a SMART Gold Plan 2500 to enjoy Nokia N80's 3-Megapixel 
clarity plus a Canon Selphy CP510 Photo Printer absolutely free. 


Available only to SMART and non-SMART existing postpaid subscribers Subscriptions 


are subject to a 24-month lock-in period. All applications are subject to SMARTS 
credit guidelines. For details please call “888 via your SMARTcelfone or the SMART 
Hotline at 888-111 or visit any SMART Wireless Center nearest you. 


Application requirements for existing SMART Gold subscribers 
"Valid ID "Proof of billing “Proof of income 


Requirements for applicants transferring from other necworks. 
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This generation's the 'Me' 0 


By Pepe Diokno 


АМТ X-RAY VISION? 
Man, that'd be 
cool—if you fail col- 


lege, you can always get a job 
at the airport. I will end the 
crappy intro right there. 

But yeah, a lot of us have X-ray vision 
at the top of our superpowers list. I's 
cool being able to see through clothing: 
to look at the insides of people and tell 
whats wrong with them. Its fun and 
easy! 

But let те tell you a secret. We all 
have X-ray vision, and we use it ev- 
eryday. We look at each other and 
scrutinize every little thing we see. 1 
bet you love seeing other people 
through your X-ray eyes. We enjoy 
seeing people in their most vulnera 
ble states. 

But Fil 
cret—just 


tell you another se. 
between us super- 


heroes--X-ray vision is not a super 
power. l'l tell you what is. 


This generation 

This section is three years old now, ай 
these years we've called ourselves, and 
our generation, Super. 

Abit pompous, isnt it? 

One thing that's been said of our 
generation is that we're too full of 
ourselves—yeah, we have guts 
enough to say we're the best people 
ever. 

A big lot of us have online profiles 
to proclaim cur being, and blogs to let 
people know what we think. Some of 
us have our own .com's, our own per- 
sonal shrines. 

We do everything in pursuit of our 
own perverse happiness. We party, and 
drink, and do extra things just to get our 
fil $ 

We're the “Me” generation! 

Here's the third secret: Our super- 
power is “Me.” 


Isa different generation 

The older people are freaked out. 
They think we're careless, that we have 
no gods, and all that drama. They hope 
‘welll outgrow this phase. 

The fourth secret is that we will out 
grow it. But we wont tum into 
them—we're different. 

While all generations go through the 
“finding themselves” phase in their 
teens, the difference between this gen- 
eration and the past is where they look 
for themselves. 

Older generations have looked out. 
ward, with X-ray eyes. They've submit 
ted themselves to systems, and norms, 
and acceptable truths. They've exam 
ined society and changed it, but they've 
made it more complex. 

Our generations looking for our 
truth too. We're just looking for it some- 
where else. Like, in ourselves 

What truth is this? Is it the meaning 
of life, or whether Jesus ever married? | 
hate to sound like Confucius, but I think 


that the truth is the self. That isn't com- 
plex. 

See, the more we get lost, the тоге 
we screw up, the more we fall, the more 
times we get up, and the more truth we 
find—we find more of ourselves. 

The more we care about our self, the 
more we acknowledge our own poten- 
tial to do—the more we contribute to 
the world. When we build shrines to 
our abilities, we build shrines to the 
world 

We need to know who we are to know 
how we can change the world around us. 


It's the Super generation 

1 said that X-ray vision isn't a super 
power, our generation's concept of Me 
is. But what really makes us Super? 

Опе day we will find ourselves, just 
like the older generations have. We'll 
laugh at the things we've done, too, But 
let's hope we don't resign to the norms 
we know aren't right. Let's not lose our- 
selves like many adults have. 
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Todo that, we need to turn “me” into. 

we.” The "Me" generation won't be 
great unless it's able to find itself, and 
share it with others. 

And don't be distracted by adults who 
say you're too young, that you're inept, 
that you can't do. You know you сап. We 
know you can. 

You don't have to be pretty. You 
don't have to be this award-winning, 
decorated, prodigy from god-knows- 
where. You don't have to be in me- 
dia; people don't even have to know 
yo 


For three years, Super has featured 
young people just like you, who stay true 
to their powers, and do what they love. 
There are.many of them. We're hoping 
you'll be one of them in the near future. 

Remember, there's just two steps: 1) 
Look inside yourself, stay true to your 
insides. 2) Share this wonderful thing 
with others . 

That's our vision: 
it's Super. 


it isn't X-ray— but 


From page DI ДГ 
‘what would merely look great on а 
| bumper sticker (or a blog) and what is 
| worthy of a broadsheet. Well, most of 
thetime. Ha. ' 


On true talent versus great PR - 
$о how does one get to manage а 
piece of real estate in the papers? I've 
gotten a handful of e-mails with dif 
ferent versions of that subject head- 
ing. My honest reply has nonetheless 
‘been the same: I paid my dues. I start- 
ed out as an online columnist for You, 
\ .Ing/'s tween-to-teen-to-twentysome- 
thing portal, dispatching ` nuggets 
about. “The Osbournes” and Ja Rule 
back in the pre-Paris Hilton days. And. 
along with that, one of my:very first 
articleswas published in Candy Maga- 


Radar Magazine, you know you 
made it when everybody who doesn't 
like you hates you. It takes a lot to: 
elicit such extreme reactions—'Is it 
sacrilegious or, is it genius?"—and 
мете Ned Flanders-ishly happy that 
weve managed to do that in the short 
period we've been knocking around. 
(Though honestly life's way too short 
to dwell on all the negative razzing so 
ме choose to Photoshop the haters 
ош of our world instead. Peace, mga 
‘ate and kuya.) 


On the future 
if our freshman: year маз spent 
‘showing that we deserve our superia- 


tive acronym, and Year 2 was dedicat- 

+ ed to sustaining that Super spirit, we 
will try our darndest to punctuate our 
third year with idea-motivated creativ- 
ity that breeds constant reinvention 
that breeds survival. Whew. Those are 
musts in this crazy, catty, but cool Pinoy 
 mediasphere. 

Anyway, here's to growing up, think- 
ing out loud, and, like, finally rocking 
the universe! Happy birthday to all of 
us, the Super generation. 
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zine. Bet you didn't know that, eh? 
(Okay, I just dated myself. there.but, 3 
3 like, whatever!) ү а 

Inasmuch as Pd like to say that I fol- 
lowed the “Looks + Timing = Wel- 
come To The Party” equation, I cant. 
Because I didn't. As card-carrying, ` 
members of Generation Me,'we may 
have developed a self-confidence and 
self-reliance that confounds,. and 
sometimes terrifies, older generations: 
But we have to remember to mix in 
some ability into that to get farther and 

$ “Jast longer in whatever career path we 
EY wishto pursue. 

These days, with celebrity becoming 
easier and easier to obtain and fame "| 
апа fortune just an audition away, suc- 
cess has never meant less. Stakes are 

Ê much higher now. Its really up to us to 

B prove to the oldies--and to ourselves, 
most of all—that scratching: our PR- 
friendly surface will not reveal, like 
they assume, more surface. To do this 
requires hard work, and nope, not hard 
‘work directed toward self-promotion. 


| On fanatics and frenemies 
Speaking of mail, ‘its feedback 
from forward-thinking (types that 
pushes Super ahead. Our modest sec- 
F tion owes its legs to those who have 
cared to drop a few smileys in our in- 
boxes. (That likewise includes our 
awesomely awesome advertisers, 
stylists, photographers; artists; and 
® other .collaborators.. We heart you. 
Yay!) It sounds totally cheesy--bear 

Ê with me—but getting posit 

tions (any reaction, actually) inspires 
us. Sniff. Okay, enough of the drama: 
‘Ofcourse, we're also challenged by. 
those who don't look upon the work 
we do that favorably. To : those 
peepi--5urprisel--we'd also like to 


Natural green 
tea leaves 


Not just powder. 
Not just concentrates. 
C2 contains pure, natural 
green leo leaves perfectly brewed 
to release their delicate favor. 


EAR RR RHR du 
mo. 
‘Mandarin for 
“brewed from natural 
green tea leaves” 


3 green tea leaves gently 


to retain the antioxidants 
SUPER! SELECTION 
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Faspitch lights Po ELE I 
our ears fy 


THERE'S GREAT, NEW STUFF OUTSIDE THE 
confines of Manila. Take the Cebu music 
scene. They're rocking like there's no... Mani- 
1а. And the people there are damn good. 

One of the bands you have to hear is called 
Faspitch. 


What you read is what you drink-all the 
goodness, the freshness and flavor of 
natural green tea leaves of the Camellia 
sinensis variety, brewed and bottled on 
the very same day only by C2 Green Tea! 


They released their 
first album "The Fu- 
ture of Ear Repair” a 

few weeks ago. 
‘Their musics in- 
teresting—they mix 
abstract metal with 
drum and bass and 
old-school grunge. 
And Til tell ‘ya, 
based on first: 
hand experience- 
they sound like 

they're ready for the bigtime. 

‘The album is far from а letdown. The way 
they recorded their music is topnotch—theyre. 
fresh, but they sound tight enough to be pro. 

You can hear them by visiting their MyS- 
pace page at http://myspace.com/faspitch. If 
you like their stuff (and there's a big chance 
you will), you can troop to Cebu to see them 
live (whoo!) or buy their album online at 
http;//IndieCultureOnline.com 

Rakrakan! Sorry, 1 could not resist. 

Pepe Diokno 


C2 Green Tea is the only green tea drink 
that goes through the unique process of 
capturing the purest, most natural flavor of 
Green Tea so it gets lo you the way it should. 


And that makes the C2 difference! 
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| FrompageDI 
what would merely look great on à 
bumper sticker (or a blog) and what is 
worthy of a broadsheet. Well, most of 
the time. Ha. 


On true talent versus great PR 
So how does one get to manage a 
piece of real estate in the papers? I've 

; gotten a handful of e-mails with dif- 
ferent versions of that subject head- 
ing. My honest reply has nonetheless 

$ been the same: I paid my dues. I start- 
Ë ed out as an online columnist for You, 
Ing7's tween-to-teen-to-twentysome- 
thing portal, dispatching nuggets 


back in the pre-Paris Hilton days. And 


articles was published in Candy Maga- 
zine. Bet you didn't know that, eh? 

(Okay, 1 just dated myself there but, 

like, whatever!) 

Inasmuch as Pd like to say that I fol- 
lowed the “Looks + Timing = Wel- 
come To The Party” equation, I can't. 
Because 1 didn't. As card-carrying 

* members of Generation Me, we may 
E have developed a self-confidence and 
[| selfreliance that confounds, and 
sometimes terrifies, older generations. 
But we have to remember to mix in 
some ability into that to get farther and 
last longer in whatever career path we. 
wish to pursue. 

‘These days, with celebrity becoming 
‘easier and easier to obtain and fame 
and fortune just an audition away, suc- 
cess has never meant less. Stakes are 
much higher now. Its really up to us to 
prove to the oldies—and to ourselves, 
most of all—that scratching our PR- 
friendly surface will not reveal, like 
they assume, more surface. To do this 
requires hard work, and nope, not hard 
work directed toward self-promotion. 


Оп fanatics and frenemies 
Speaking of mail, it's feedback 
from forward-thinking types that 
pushes Super ahead. Our modest sec- 
Чоп owes its legs to those who have 
cared to drop a few smileys in our in- 
boxes. (That likewise includes our 
awesomely awesome advertisers, 
4 stylists, photographers, artists, and 
Ê other-collaborators. We heart you. 
Yay!) It sounds totally cheesy—bear 
with me—but getting positive reac- 
tions (any reaction, actually) inspires 
us. Sniff. Okay, enough of the drama: 
‘Ofcourse, we're also challenged by 
those who don't look upon the work 
we do that favorably. To those 
peeps—surprisel—we'd also like to 
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SUPER! SELECTION 
Faspitch lights 
Our Cars 


THERE'S GREAT, NEW STUFF OUTSIDE THE 
confines of Manila. Take the Cebu music 
scene. They're rocking like there's no... Mani- 
la. And the people there are damn good. 

One of the bands you have to hear is called 
Faspitch 

They released their 
5, st album “The Fu- 
z re of Ear Repair” a 
w weeks ago. 
Their musics in 
eresting--they mix 
abstract metal with 
drum and bass and 
‘old-school grunge. 
And ТЇ tell ya, 
based оп first- 
hand experience: 
—they sound like 
theyre ready for the big time. 

"The album is far from a letdown. The way 
they recorded their music is topnotch--theyre 
fresh, but they sound tight enough to be pro. 

You can hear them by visiting their MyS- 
pace page at hitp://myspace.com/faspitch. If 
you like their stuff (and there's a big chance 
you will), you can troop to Cebu to see them 
live (whoo!) or buy their album online at 
hup://IndieCultureOnline.com 

Rakrakan! Sorry, 1 could not resist 

Pepe Diokno 


say thank you. And please continue 
talking.about us. To paraphrase 
Radar.Magazine, you know you 
‘made it when everybody who doesn't 
like you hates you. It takes a lot to 
elicit such extreme reactions—"Is it 
sacrilegious or is it genius?" —and 
we're Ned Flanders-ishly happy that 
we've managed to do that in the short 
period we've been knocking around. 
(Though honestly life's way too short. 
to dwell on all the negative razzing so 
we choose to Photoshop the haters 
‘out of our world instead. Peace, mga 
ate and kuya.) 


ANING 


tive acronym, and Year 2 was dedicat- 
‚ ed to sustaining that Super spirit, we 
will try our darndest to punctuate our 
third year with idea-motivated creativ- 
ity that breeds constant reinvention 
that breeds survival. Whew. Those are 
musts in this crazy, catty, but cool Pinoy 


mediasphere. 


about “The Osbournes” and Ja Rule On the future 
If our freshman year was spent 
along with that, one of my very first showing that we deserve our superla- 
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Natural green 
tea leaves 


Not just powder. 
Not jus! concenirotes 
C2 contains pure, natural 
green tea leaves perfectly brewed 
to release their delicate flavor. 


Catechins 


C2 brews natural 
green tea leaves gently 
to retain the antioxidants 
normally lost in other 
exiraction processes 


What you read is what you drink-all the 
goodness, the freshness and flavor of 
natural green tea leaves of the Camellia 
sinensis variety, brewed and bottled on 
the very same day only by C2 Green Tea! 


C2 Green Tea is the only green tea drink 
that goes through the unique process of 
capturing the purest, most natural flavor of 
Green Tea so it gets to you the way it should. 


And that makes the C2 difference 


Anyway, here's to growing up, think- 
ing out loud, and, like, finally rocking 
the universe! Happy birthday to all of 
us, the Super generation. 
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Starsin 


ROM SUPERSTARS TO SUPER SERVERS! 
F Famous celebrities took on a different role 
when they acted as dub-dubs, bartenders 


Fried Mozzarella, Roasted Chicken, Choco 
Malt Cake and free flowing iced tea. 
With the assistance of Friday's wait staff, 
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and smiley people greeters at TG.L Friday’ Glori- 
etta branch recently During that special day, 
there were no scripts, no take-twos and no 
talent fees—it was all about the spirit of vol- 
‘unteerism and the desire to help cancer- 
stricken children. 
“Stars in Stripes” was a fundraising 
event that gave celebrities the chance 
to use their popularity to make an im- 
pact on society. With the time they 
spent at TG.LFriday's, they 
were able to help out cancer- 
stricken kids under the care of 
UP-PGH’s Medical Social Ser- 
vice-Onco Support Group. 
TGlFrdays ^ enthusiasts 
bought tickets which included а 
raffle stub and a sit-down din- 
mer of Fridays Caesar salad, 


RED, BLACK AND 
WHITE. Jaja Bolivar. 
and Aaliya Parks. 


DEREK Ramsey 


Dr. Luisito O. Llido, Head of the Nutrition Support Services of 
St. Luke's Medical Center is an expert in clinical nutrition with a 
proven track record in the care of the critically-ill like cardiac 
patients. He would rather help in the prevention of heart disease 
than see it in its full-blown manifestation. As part of St. Luke's 
total quality patient care program, Dr. Llido looks at the over-all 
health status of a patient and recommends simpler and healthier 
lifestyle change. Here is his prescription for a healthy heart: 


Eat right. Making healthy food choices significantly lowers blood pressure and 
reduces the risk of a heart attack. Loading up on fruits and vegetables, whole grains, 
nuts and fish keeps the kilos off but your body also needs the right amounts of 
healthy fat. With high-cholesterol fast food and other convenience items taking up 
a larger role in the modem diet, you will be better off with balanced nutrition that 
matches your calorie and protein requirement based on your weight and nutritional 
assessment. 


“For obtaining optimum health and maximum productivity, Dr. Llido recommends а 
balanced diet supplemented with "nutrient-complete" products like Ensure. It provides 
complete and balanced nutrition and can also be used as a meal replacement to 
help ward off hypertension, stroke and cardiovascular disease. It gives you the 
required calories and helps eliminate the "guessing game” associated with fad diets. 


Be active. Sedentary lifestyles are the scourge of the modern age. If work and 
other concerns leave you with no time to exercise, remember that just being 
physically active doing housework or taking care of the kids already accounts for 
exercise. So keep moving and do whatever form of exercise is fit for you. Exercise 


tation.” Wazzup Wazzup tad- 


acoustic artist Aiza Seguerra (who, to- 
gether with singer Gian Magdangal, 
was awarded "Best in pre-bus 
model-singer Aliyah Parcs ("Best in 
Festive Hat"), actresses Jana Vic- 
toria, 
Starstruck ultimate survivor Вуга 
Cenon (who all took home the 
"Wow Service” titles) provided 
special Friday's service that night. 
Also present were sportscaster 


2), HAPPY TOG! 
jocks Jaja and Wallace, actresses Krista Ranil:+ 
lo, Kathleen Hermosa and host Joaquin.” 
Valdez also joined in to help. GMA 7s 
Starstruck idols Dion Ignacio, Johan Santos?" 
Ryza Cenon, Mike Tan, CJ Muere and Megart 
Young did a great job! Also present to support 
the cause were world-class scriptwriter Ricky? 
Lee, ace director Dominic Zapanta, and stage’ 
performers Chanda Romero and Matt Ranillo: 
TII. Drop Science band and another acoustic 
star Paolo Santos provided the live entertain- 
ment. 

Proceeds of this event will go directly to the 
children beneficiaries of the UP-PGH's Medi- 
cal Social Service-Onco Support Group. 


Аша Marquez and 


George Rocha ("Best Runner") 
and model-actor Derek Ramsey 
("Most Requested Service" 
award). Vanes Del Moral was 

“Ms Congeniality”; he (together 

with singer Jimmy Bondoc) was 

also “Best in Food Safety & Sani- 


AIZA Seguerra 


The Tell-tale Heart: Tips for a Healthy Life 


provides health benefits for the whole body like improving circulation and muscle 
mass function, repairing body tissues and reducing inflammation, aside from 
promoting heart protection. 


Avoid stress. Studies have shown that emotional and physical stress can also 
increase oxidative damage from free radicals to the whole body. It also raises your 
blood pressure and makes you more prone to heart attacks. So make sure you set 
aside some time for rest and relaxation. Step back from the “fast lane” and engage 
in relaxing activities like music, reading, enjoying time with your family, or having 
special hobbies. Your heart will thank you for it. 


Have a positive outlook. Studies have shown that people who look at the brighter 
side of life tend to have better productivity and stable relationships. Married couples 
with positive relationships tend to live longer. 


For an effective patient management approach to intensive and comprehensive 
pre- and post-operative cardiac rehabilitation. more doctors incorporate daily feedings 
of Ensure. 


Ensure is equipped with a heart-defense system rich in antioxidants and low in 
cholesterol, sodium and saturated fats to assure you of total heart protection. It also 
has a heart-healthy fat blend that meets the standards set by the American Heart 
Association. 


Dr. Llido was а guest speaker at the Annual Convention of the Philippine Heart Association 
held on May 26, 2006 at the EDSA Shangri-la Hotel. He delivered a talk with the topic 
"Cardio-nutrition: Its Impact on the Total Care of a Patient.” 


E 


Your heart is the center of activity in your 

Every part of your system de on ic. If yo 
heart is healthy, your entire body benefits, 

it's not, then your whole body suffers. Your 

is in charge of pumping life-giving blood to your 
entire body, providing nourishment and oxygen то / 


all the cells in your tissues, organs, museles and 
Bones The bloca moves from tha heart HES d 


arteries, then into tiny tubes called сарі 
finally into the veins that lead back to your 


Although your heart is a powerful organ, it can 
be damaged by disease and poor living habits like, 
smoking, an unhealthy diet, lack of exercise and 
stress. All these may weaken your body and hamper 
your blood circulation 

HEART 

DEFENSE 

SYSTEM 


Ensure helps fight off the harmful effects of free 
radicals caused by these unhealthy habits. ts 

Heart Defense System creates a shield around 
your heart to help protect you from an attack. 


art 


protection 
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-Ensure your heart. Ensure your life. 
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E-mail: super@inguirercom.ph 


Text us your feedbacks: inquirer sup name/agelcity/message to + 
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Adjustments only serve to remind me 
how flexible one can hecome 
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By Katrina А. Holigores 
F EELING DISPLACED AND 


disoriented is not an uncom- 

mon state when one is in a 
new place, and experiencing cul- 
ture shock or just all over shock 
from his or her surroundings. 

‘These two rather alienating feelings were 
what hit me within the fist 48 hours that I at- 
rived, in Mactan, Cebu. Some may think, Се- 
bu?? Friends laughed at my initial whimpers 
by comparing my past moves to other coun- 
tries but they just didn’t understand where 1 
was coming from. As we age, we form habits, 
we have comfort zones, or behavioral pat- 
terns that give us a sense of place wherever 
are. IF you think only children have security 
blankets youre wrong, adults have them too, 
they're just not in tangible forms many times. 
Thad, over the last two years built up a sched- 
ule for myself that jetted between work, so- 
cializing, traveling, romance, exercise and he- 
donism. All of a sudden, 1 was away from 
home, but not “away” from home, and short 
of sounding like a brat, 1 was at a loss of what 
to do next. Even with a new job as producer 
for Fashion TV, and an upcoming Model 
School Gala to look forward to (which was 
handled rather successfully by new friends 
and colleagues Rebecca Piket and Daniel ae ا‎ 


po 
Moretti) I was still feeling like 1 had made а г ee) ы Fo 
rather drastic change in my life. E ro Manes 
So what's a newbie to do? Newbies gota Ай [3 Bese psp 
get busy. Work will soon get up to speed but in лә Тола Ка йез Gabi 
the meantime the hyperdrive in me must be = اا‎ Kees None, 
satisfied ... so I took a quiet moment, and 2а с БОА [ЕШ 
"asked" the powers that be to keep me occu- y Resceline Р. Buon Г ‘alae 
pied and do away with my comfort zone. 3 gg Ta ‘gin Lurena” [o 
Well, the powers that be, ironically enough, Er oon Vigan Cruz Cas 
were on hyperdrive and answered me within булдар sanang 
48 hours. The first weekend I was invited to a T Еа Leah Bestor оза B. Lade See NAME ADDRESS 
press con headed by the very charismatic and А e iz Sasam ow Ago kalesa EON 
personable Julie Alegrado-Vergara (a dear old n En) KA одело Hor Same. [c EE — Do ° 
friend who I had met almost serendipitously fos сел 
in Cebu more than 3 years ago). Julie had E prec pr E: 
long ago dreamed of putting up a foundation. беер Domingo pump 
that would be beneficial to all her country- garmen Concer ag Бай Place CN 
men. Her foundation, Turismo Rural, aims to Rosario. Laguerdia iron C Abalo 
teach and train anyone to promote tourism in F К Еа so Seek РШ 
their locale, whether it be through ancestral E К eens Tibagan 
homes, bed and breakfast accommodations or og BING ames Biboy 
heritage tour. In other words, no matter lesa Con LM ma Soran Cuzon sion 
where you come from, there is a beauty there. [orn n 52 БЕГ Maria 
that must be shared to others and through Balan tna kana па у 
tourism, great or small, а chance exists for the [4 Алоо ral Evelyn Routa Caloocan 
Philippines to improve its economy and its a a Sector Sly ERR Frob 
dwellers to be more respectful and aware of E Я ngon Manta 
the treasure they are quite literally, standing baba м 
on. Aside from being hosted at her already 24 С са [^C 
popular family owned and run resort Mariba- Eiis o бошоп cay 
go Blue Water, we were then whisked off to s i nag Pani 
Sumilon Blue Water Island Resort, located Ги E ers 
about 2 А hours away by car in Oslob, Cebu. х ашла 
Onthe way, we stopped by an ancestral home, 
a local café favorite and a church. Analyzing ү matic 
this situation that had me relaxing and recon- a] к ADDRESS + Lucia мад! 
necting with old friends, it was almost as if + EL I ow pae ETT dd 
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эш pa ng Ariel sachets to win free McDo Items or cash prizes at the Grand Draw on June 11, 2008. 
Claim your goodies and drop your. "at McDonald's now! 
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AQUAMAN. King of the seas, 
draws his strength from nature, as powerful as 


From an army of me to an army of we. There is definitely strength in numbers. 


By Gino de la Paz and Pam Pastor 
CELE- 


AST YEAR, 
BRATED Super's second 


anniversary by giving 
Pinoy Superiority a push. We 
wanted people to reach deep 
within themselves and realize 
that labels shouldn't stop 
them, that they should take 


risks, cross 'boundaries and 


somersault over hurdles to 
make a mark on the world. 


And it seems that Pinoys were listeri- 
ing. Really listening. 

Like Leo Oracion, Romi Garduce and 
Erwin Emata, who proudly waved the 
colorsof the Philippine flag 29,035 feet 
abovesea level 

Like Manny Pacquiao who dodged 
blows and threw punches to earn yet 
another boxing title for the motherland. 
(With all the cash he's won so far, we 


think he should be called Money Pac- 
quiao. Excuse the digression, we 
couldn't resist.) 


Like the cast and crew of “Ang Pag- 


+ dadalaga ni Maximo Oliveros” who not 


only captivated audiences in Manila but 
tugged at people's hearts from Singa- 
pore to Sundance. 

Like lan Gamazon and Neil Dela 
Llana who made Pinoys proud at this 
years Independent Spirit Awards im 
Hollywood. 

Like Jokoy, who wore the Philippine 


flag on his jacket when he performed as 
a guest comedian on “The Tonight 
Show With J Ifyou don't have 
a clue who he is yet, Google him, click 
оп his website and prepare to belly 
laugh. 

Like Keanna Reeves, who prpved that 
win by being your true candid 
self, That includes peeing in the bi 
We'd like to think she won be 
viewers found her ref à 
from celebrities hellbent on р 
their image with scripted antics, 
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For sure there are a lot more Fil- 
ipinos out there who achieved great 
things for themselves and for the 
country. 

Since we've already proven that 
we're powerful as individuals, it's time 
to merge our talents and show our 
strengths as a generation. 

If last year we focused on the “me,” 


¢ on our third anniversary, we want the 


spotlight on the “we. 
Because no matter what cynics and 


critics may say, we've got the power, 
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SUMMER collection of Mario Colmenares, Sal Malto and Jun Escario 


{ get by with a little help 
from my friends 


MEGA's Lorraine Belmonte, JR Isaac and 
Lifestyle Asia's Sari Yap 


LIFESTYLE Network's White Hot Summer 
host Angel Jacob 


From page Et 


the weekend was trying to wean me away 
from my old life through several comfort 
manifestations. 

But what riext? It was the second week, ap- 
proaching the second weekend (and a Mactan 
Holiday) and although work had picked up 
the pace a little bit, 1 still dreaded the long 
hours of nothing. Before the pangs hit 
though, fate intervened again. Another 
friend, (a blonde, always seemingly 
grammed on hyperdrive one) called me and 
asked me to take his place at a series of events 
being thrown at the Shangri-La Mactan by the 
Lifestyle Nerwork. White Hot Summer was 
the theme, and it was going to be chockful of 
activities fom a fashion show, а cooking 
show, a furniture exhibit, a beach party, an 
the clincher: spa treatments at the tat 
opened Chi Spa. I looked back at my comfort 
zone list, everything was met with a ch 
mark. Who could refuse? Needless to say the 
Lifestyle Network knew how to shake the 
homesickness blues. The parties were well at- 
tended bringing in the fashion and society 
forerunners in Cebu. While the cooking show 
had me win a book authored (and later auto- 
graphed) by guest chef Glenda Barreto. I also 


BERNIE and Txabi Aboitiz 


saw more old friends from Manila who then 
ds based in Cebu. 

this last “intervention” from 
е, or the friends that be that. 

finally jumpstarted by 

roundings and my si 

like a three day farewell 

gotten accustomed to and a solid welcome to 

a"new" stage of life. 

It's been three weeks and there have been 
changes, but none have been unwelcome. 
Then ts bur they only serve to 
make me realize how adaptable and flexible 
опе can become given the chance to stretch 
out into new territories. And thank goodness, 
for interven 


Shop new and 
submit your entries for the 
next month 
draw on Jur 
in SM Sucat. 


Promo ends on December 31, 2006 


SM Sucat < SM Bicutan © SM Marilao + SM Valenzuela - SM Moline 
OPENING SOON: North Edsa + Pasig 


METRO Magazine's James Ong, Shangri-La Mactan's director of 
‘communications Sharon Samarista, Sunstar’s Jude Bacalso, The 
Freeman's Nestor Alonso and Ato Alvarez 


ATO and Gigi Alvarez, Luli Arroyo, IR Isaac and Lifestyle Network's 
managing director Chinky de Jesus 


| E roley E Jj; 
= E 


We've got it all for-you!~ 


QUAPO -MAKATI-CUDAO HARRISON “WORT EDSA: STA MESA * ORTIGAS 
| PINAS BACOOR, FAIRVIEW SAN LAZARO - MANILA "PAMPANGA. MANDURRIAO 
DELGADO" CEBU- DAVAO. CAGAYAN DE ORO "BICUTAN: LUCENA "BAGUIO 

JALAD: DASMARIAS  DATANGAS “STA ROSA - SUCAT “CLARK "MALL OF ASIA, | 


маме al tho childran’s accessories daparimont 


Is your room filled 
with sound or stereo 
equipment? Do you 
want to change the 
way you experience 


digital music? Are 
you distracted 

hy all these 
questions? Then ` 
spoil those 
eardrums with the 
iPod НЇН. Like, now! 


PANGARAP NILA, SINAGOT NA 
NG FONTERRA! 


Congratulations to the 1st 4 2nd Draw Winners 


PI 


Grand Prize Winner 


LIZA D. GARCIA 
Angeles City 


P 250,000 Regional Winners 


LUZON 
Derick Arago, Batangas City 
Lorna B. Cruz, Camarines Sur 


PI N 
Grand Prize Winner 
SYLVIA В. BACOLCOL 
Davao City 


P 250,000 Regional Winners 


LUZON 
Maricel Habana, Catanduanes 
Ma. Jocelyn Ortega, Pangasinan 


Puwada ia gang 
manalo sa Final Draw. 
ril May 21 nalang! ; 
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СМА 
Flordeliza С. Paz, Marikina City 
Alexie O. Castillo, Caloocan City 


VISAYAS 
Ma. Lerma C. Berido, Negros Occidental 
Louie Gee L. Gitgano, Cebu 


MINDANAO 
Eflida M. Galamiton, Misamis Oriental 
Nurhida Ahiron, Zamboanga City 


GMA 
Mely M. Silverio, Manila 
Joanna Cruz, Pasay City 


VISAYAS 
Wilfredo C. Encargues, Iloilo 
Evelyn Anosa, Northern Samar 


MINDANAO 
Floriano T. Barcos, Misamis Oriental 
Renico Lorejo, Cagayan de Oro 
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rand new eakers 
c of the house 


By Gino dela Paz 


T'S A WEE BIT BIGGER THAN 
a standard toaster, but it sure 
packs a wallop. I wish 
someone told me to 
step back before 
switching on the 
iPod HiFi because 
now, I think Pm par- 
tially deaf. Partially 
deaf but completely 

awed. 
As Learned, well, the hard 
way, this baby packs enough pow- 
егүр blow your hair back, as if you were 
listenifg to a whole wall of speakers. (Well, 
it didn’t help that the first song that blasted 
out of my iPod was Jason Nevins’ remix of 
NER D/S "Rock Star." But still.) The iPod Hi- 
Fi is really a giant level up from the tinny- 
sounding Altec Lansing mini speakers Tm 

used to. 

After filling my room with the sweet sound 
of (free) music, I decided to introduce my 
new speakers to the other parts of the house. 
You know, to see if all the media hyperbole 
was justified. First stop was, uhm, the bath- 
room where they say the acoustics are fantas- 
tic. Verdict? Fantastic! Yeah, I tripped out on 
slightly weird, artsy, Icelandic sounds from 
weird, artsy, Icelandic group Sigur Rós ("Sae- 
зіорш”). The HiFs double-walled plastic 
shell prevents the speakers from vibrating too 
much, pouring out a distinctly clatter-free 
sound. (By the way, if you haven't heard Sigur 
Rós yet, it's what Narnia sounds like at cock- 
tail hour) 

Since it had hand grips, 1 was able to lug it 
around much like a cooler of beer. parked it in 
the garden next, to see how my future pool par- 
ties would sound. For a taste of bass, I cranked 
up some old-school dub from Sly & Robbie. The 
natural bass of the iPod HiFi muscles out of a 
130mm woofer and low frequencies—think 
Benny Benassis trademark buzzy beats—are 
boosted even more. (In geek, it's because of the. 
“dual voice coil, ported bass reflex design for 
bass system.” Whatevz.) Just add screaming 
college kids and its a party! Party!!! 

Anyway. 

The fuss-free design is also pure Apple. 
White and just right, the iPod HiFi's look com- 
plements anything you put near it, whether 
it's an Art Deco console in your living room or 
a Gehry-inspired sandcastle at the beach. 
(Yup, you can make it your beach blanket 
boombox ‘cause it also runs on six D-cell bat- 
teries.) No fugly power bricks here; all the 
components are tucked internally. Whether 
you own the chunkier models (like the first 
generation doorstop, er, iPod or the 30GB 
Video) or the handier ones (like the Mini and 
Nano), the iPod HiFi also comes with a full 
range of universal dock adapters. 

And as a bonus for all you lazyasses out 
there, the iPod HiFi has its own remote con- 
trol. Only slightly bigger than a lighter, it has 
the same straightforward appearance and 
philosophy as a Shuffle. I kinda wish, though, 
that it had а clickwheel. My right thumb kept 
оп stroking the buttons instead of pushing 
down as I'm supposed to do, (And while I'm 
оп the subject, what does the menu button 
do? Hmmmm.) 

IMO, the iPod HiFi is the best-sounding 
new-generation sound system in the market 
today. Rock or dance, soft or loud, Podcasts or 
otherwise, eargasms are guaranteed! 

Log onto www.asia. apple.com for a list of au- 
thorized reseller locations. 


DROP THIS BABY ONE MORE TIME. Plop 
your iPod into the built-in universal dock and 
enjoy 


Take on the road with Volvo's travel safety tips 


WHETHER HEADED TO THE BEACH OR TO THE Гог gas with the holiday traffic. given to all those who will avail themselves of any of ones are safe and protected. 
nearest getaway spot, Volvo packs a helpful dose of ~ Give your car a pre-travel checkup. You don't the six packages available that includes the Keep It... In Manila, Viking Cars Inc is the official distribu: 
hints to make the road trip safer and stress-free. want your car heating up or conking outin the mid- Cool Package (cooling system check-up), Sure Stop tor of Volvo cars. The Volvo Makati office, show: 

Most likely, families and friends plan road trips to dle of the road, so bring it to a customer service cen- Package (braking system check-up), Clean Air Pack- room and Aftersales service center are located at 
their favored destinations in the country to experi- ter to make sure your tires are sturdy, your lights are age (aircon system clean-up), Safe Traction Package 2272 Chino Roces Avenue, Makati City while Volvo 
ence a brief respite from the daily grind. For those all working, and your cars filters, belts and fluid (tire check and replacement), Steering System Ortigas Center is located at 88 ADB Avenue, Ortigas 
taking the roads, their cars will be their home away levels are in tiptop shape. Package, and Suspension System Package. For as Center, Pasig City. Volvo Cebu is located at AS Fortu- 
from home, offering the best comfort available and То add to these travel tips, more good news is in low as P3,324, clients can have the peace of mind ла Street, Banilad, Mandaue City. The 2006 Volvo. 
making the journey more worthwhile. store for Volvo owners. A Volvo Customer Service that their Volvo will run smoothly mile after mile, automobile line includes the compact All-New 540 

"Whether travelers are ensconced in the comforts Summer Package is made available until May 30. giving outstanding performance while offering and V50 Sportswagon, sporty S60, the flagship 580 
of their Volvos or any other cay, it is top-of-mind to Before hitting the road and making new adventures creature comforts to the hilt. A special Volvo gift luxury sedan, the rugged XC70 Cross Country and 
experience stress-free driving and arrive at their with their Volvos, clients can drive by the nearest awaits clients who avail themselves of the summer the award-winning XC90 AWD. For details and in: 
destination smiling and ready to enjoy The follow- Volvo Customer Service Center for a pre-road trip packages. Whats more, because it’s a Volvo, you'll  quiries, call 893-6621 to 22 (Makati Showroom) of 
ing are helpful tips to make the drive hassle, stress maintenance check-up, A 20-percent discount is enjoy the drive more knowing you and your loved 637-0414 to 17 (Ortigas Showroom). 
and worry-free. 

* Know your route, Plan and map a quicker т = 7 MÀ 
route, research the road you want to take, | 3$ Ў 
Knowing where the nearest gas station and С i: dm En Bias img ™ 
establishments are located may be conve- wer 
nient for those emergency stops. Keep a map 
оп the glove compartment, just in case you 
getlost. 

* Head out early. Drive outa few hours ear- 
lier, maybe a day to beat the holiday crowd. 
You don't want to spend half ће time getting 
stuck in the traffic jam. 

* Pack an emergency kit. Bring a handy 
first-aid medical kit with some lozenges, 
headache and motion sickness pills. It may 
come in handy especially if youre driving 
long hours. 

“Bring some fun along. Pack some on-road 
entertainment with CDs, audio books or a 
personalized play list to keep you from dozing 
off while driving. Got kids on the backseat? 
Pack some games and toys for the little ones 
to keep them from boredom and tantrums. 
You could make a list of “car games” to play 
with them once you hit the road. 

* Check your car's papers. Make sure your 
plates, registration and insurance informa- 
tion are all valid. Keep important numbers 
handy in your car. While you're at it, see to it 
that your drivers license hasn't expired 

* бег your car cleaned. You'll feel much 
better driving the distance ina clean car. 

* ЕШ and change. Don't wait until che last 
minute to gas up and change the oil. Driving 
ona full tank saves you the time of lining up 
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OFWs get special 
deals from Honda 


HONDA CARS PHILIPPINES ING (HCPI) IS 
giving Filipinos working abroad the chance to 
provide their families back home a brand new 
Honda car with the launch of the Honda F aabang 


— 
CAREmittance Program. is зандарды 


CAREmittance allows overseas Filipino 
workers worldwide to buy a brand new Hon- 
da car in the Philippines through cash or loan 
payments with partner banks RCBC, RCBC 
Savings Bank , BPI and BPI Family Savings 
Bank. 

Honda CAREmittance buyers may place 
their orders online through www.hon- 
daphil.com or fill in application forms avail- 
able at participating banks’ remittance cen- 
ters and their tie-ups. Interested parties may 
just log on to НСРГ website and choose their 
preferred car model or visit the nearest parti 
ipating bank to avail themselves of this pio- 
neering program from Honda, 

“This is another first for Honda. We know a 
lot of hard-working Filipinos abroad would 
appreciate that Honda has finally given them 
the opportunity to show their families back in 
the Philippines how much they care for them. 
This is a good way to let their families know 
that they have their safety and convenience in 
mind even if they have to work far from 
home,” said Arnel Doria, HCP! deputy head 
for marketing. 

Cash buyers may fill out Honda CAREmit- 
tance application forms online or in 
brochures available at any RCBC Telemoney 
Center and tie-ups or at BPI Express Remit- 
tance Centers and tie-ups anywhere in the 
world and send to caremittance@hon- 
pedet E ыл ici oe Set your pulse racing and your temperature rising with the drive that thrills. 
ments may be made through the said partner The Honda Civic. All-new and all that you desire. 
remittance centers, Honda will then inform 
beneficiaries of the delivery of their brand 
ew ear 

Car loan applicants may also fill out online 
forms and send to caremittance@hon- 
daphil.com together with the following docu- 
mentary requirements authenticated by the 
Philippine Consulate in their area: a) latest 
Income Tax Return; b) Certificate of Employ- 
ment; c) Special Power of Attorney; and d) 
Exit Pass, A Proof of Remittance is also re- 
quired, Correspondence will be done through 
e-mail while family members will also be up- 
dated of the status of loan applications. Pay- 
ments and monthly installments may bc 
coursed through the chosen bank, RCBC Tele- 
money Centers or ВРІ Express Remittance 
Centers worldwide, 

CAREmittance buyers also get free LTO 
registration for three years including hy- 
drophilic paint protector to keep the car 
glossy for a long time, Standard dealer free- 
bies such as tint, floor mat and scat cover also 
apply. Visit wwwhondaphil.com now or see 
posters and flyers for more details. CAREmit- 
tance may be reached at 857-7253. 


— алана 


MAXIMIZE YOUR CARS LUGGAGE 
space and make traveling more 
convenient with Thule's line of roof 
racks and load carriers. Geared to- 
wards active individuals and fami- 
lies who like to explore the great 
‘outdoors, Thule provides you with 
the solution to maximize the load 
capacity of your car, AUV or SUVs. 
Unlike locally manufactured load 
carriers, Thule has an easy snap on, 
snap off feature which lets you in- 
stall the load carriers with ease. 
With Thule, there's no drilling re- 
quired, its guaranteed safe from 
crust, and is wind tunnel tested to 
“aerodynamically complement the 
exterior design of any vehicle. 
“Thule’s line of load carriers are 100- 
percent machine made from Swe- 
-den and has passed the four seasons 


test of the ISO. Thule is the only ac- 
credited OEM designer in the local 
market and is a proud supplier of 
load carriers for brands such as 
Ford, Volvo, Land Rover, Nissan, 
Toyota, GM, BMW and Mercedes 
Benz. 

‘All Thule roof racks and boxes 
are water proof and theft proof. The 
aerodynamic design provides a 
sleek look to the vehicle. Shown isa 
Chevrolet Optra Estate equipped 
with a Thule roof box system. For 
more information on how to gear 
up and make your vacation a more 
adventurous one, load up and visit 
their display at Toyota Pasong Tamo 
ог the Thule-EGR Showrooms in 
Ortigas Avenue (744-6367) and Pa- 
song Tamo (892-7847) or log on to 


PETRON CORP RECENTLY ANNOUNCED the 
six teams who have been pre-qualified and 
chosen as the official entries to the Petron 
Xtra Mile Challenge. Set to run from May 31 
to June 2, the event challenges ordinary mo- 
torists to break the record of 1,114 km on one 
full tank of Petron Xtra Unleaded set by racing 
legend Pocholo Ramirez last year. 

Out of the pool of applicants who regis- 
tered online or through application 
forms at Petron service sta- 
tions, the teams who made 
itto the "Magic Six" are: 

Team de Pero. A 
young married couple 
working in Makati, 

Mark Jim and Romina 

de Perio practice fuel- Ё 
efficient driving tech- E. 
niques daily to keep { 
within their budget. V 
The De Perios will be rep 
resenting Metro Manila. 

Team R(2). Good friends “< 
Raymond Young and Randolph 
Mencias are eco-run enthusiasts, hav- 
ing participated in a number of these events. 
Raymond is an IT professional, while Ran- 
dolph is a dental technician/student. They 
will also be representing Metro Manila. 

The 37th Team. Representing Northern Lu- 
zon, married couple Michael and Mary Grace 
Asuncion achieved 37.14 km/liter in an eco- 
run challenge they joined earlier this year. 
Based in Aliaga, Nueva Ecija, the Asuncions 
have made fuel efficiency driving a part of 


their lifestyle. 

Team AR. Well-known TV host utoRe- 
view”) and sportscaster Ron de los Reyes and his 
co-host Julienne Cruz also want to be a part of 
the challenge. This time, they want to be part of 
the news, not just cover it. Ron has his roots in 
Pangasinan, while Julienne is from Zambales. 
‘The team will also represent Northern Luzon. 

Team Eco-Run. Joanna Antonio and Randy 

Ravena both work for Honda car 
dealerships. Joanna is an HR of- 
ficer with Honda Cars Makati 
while Randy isa sales exec- 
utive at Honda Cars Shaw. 
Joanna hails from Ba- 
‘coor, Cavite, so the team 
will be running for 
‘Southern Luzon. 
Таусо Hermanos. 
Brothers Emilio and Em- 
manuel Zayco are from 
Kabankalan, Negros Occi- 
dental and will be carrying 
the torch for the Visayas. Both 
Tun their own businesses and are 
4x4 enthusiasts. 

The public will have a chance to cheer for 
their favorite team through a “Vote for Your 
Team" text-in raffle promo. At stake are six 
3G-enabled phones from Smart and six free 
PLDT myDSL connections for six months. Vot- 
ers can also follow the teams’ progress and 
vote online at www.petronfuelsuccess.com. 

The Petron Xtra Mile Challenge is support- 
ed by Honda Cars Philippines Inc, PLDT 
WeRoam, PLDT myDSL, and Smart 3G. 


Great outdoors. Exciting indoors. 


The new B-Class. 
А new dimension in practical luxury. 


> Why hasn't anyone ever 
thought of it? A car that combines 
the characteristics of various vehicle 
concepts, and reinvents them all in 


a completely new idea: the Compact 


Sports Tourer. 


> At only 4.27m in length, the 
B-Class boasts generous space 


anything in between. 

> The new B-Class Compact 
Sports Tourer. A new dimension in 
practical luxury. 


that's enough for 3 passengers 
comfortably seated in the back. Its 


adjustable seating means adjustable 
storage capacity for anything from 
moüntain bikes and golf bags, to 
crates of food and supplies and 


Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes Benz Gloal City. Ind SL, cor. Rizal Drive, Bonifacio Global Су, Taguig 1634, Metro Manis TEL: (632) 8157777 FAX: (632) 815 9153 
‘Mercedes-Benz Greenhills. 1004 EDSA Greens, San Jan 1502, Metro Малда 
ти. (632) 723 5808 MOBILE (0017850 7194 PAX: (632) 726 7741 EMAIL: mercalestenaGratscomph. WEBSITE: wwwmercedes benz comp 


ty cHeveover 
м ROADSIDE 
2.4 ASSISTANCE 


Jest dv today м your 
Sasa 33-6349, 539.8375, 35-1263» PS 672-1612 1a 


374.9992 lo 97. 374-9963 
йиз 60-2000 Gao 182) 30 


aot ie ite Р 
gaga 


р = оштой RENE 374-1250 7058» SIA 


MAMLA 564-0129 = CEBU (020 234-0476 te 29 = PAMPANGA (BAS) 9 
111), OER) 29-381» DAGUPAN (075) 522-7717, 


73) 523-1839, (75) 515-5507 


есіл 


WITH THIS NOVEL SPORTS TOURER CONCEPT, 
Mercedes-Benz is once again asserting its role as the 
trendsetter among car brands and preparing the 
way for a young market segment with a promising 
future. The B-Class meets the wishes of today's то 
torists for a car with generous space, exemplary 
comfort, excellent practicality, an exciting design 
and a high level of driving pleasure. This new Mer- 
cedes development takes the advantages of differ 
ent vehicle concepts and combines them into an in 
teresting and distinctive profile of its own: as a 
Compact Sports Tourer, the B-Class is a touring, 
family and recreational vehicle with incomparable 
added experience value in terms of design and dy- 
namism. 

One of ће major advantages of the Compact Sports 
Tourer is the sandwich concept developed by Mer- 
cedes-Benz. Thanks to the space-saving arrangement 
of the engine and transmission partly in front of and 
partly beneath the passenger cell, the new B-Class of. 
fers the interior spaciousness of larger saloons and es: 
tate cars despite its compact external dimensions. The 
body has a length of 4270 mm, corresponding to the 
compact car class, Inside, however, the new Mercedes 
model offers more than other cars of comparable size 
in this segment in all comfort-related respects, ex. 
shoulder-room, legroom and headroom 

Occupants in the rear benefit from the long wheel 
base (2778 mm); this allows a distance between seats 
and generous knee-room which almost matches that 
in the S-Class. The B-Class also reaches new dimen 
sions where variability and load capacity are con: 
cemed. Thanks to a height-adjustable load compart 
ment floor, an asymmetrically divided, folding and re- 
movable rear seat unit plus an optionally removable 
front passenger seat, the Compact Sports Tourer is 


‘THE DARING TEAM OF CHALLENGERS 
composed of motoring journalists and 
automotive experts from Roadwise Mo- 
toring Foundation led by director Vip Isa- 5 
da look revved up to conquer the rough 
northern terrain of the Cordilleras and 
Ilocos region as they pose with Leica Va- 
lenciano-Holt and Maria Fe Perez-Agudo, d 
marketing manager and executive vice 
president and chief operating officer, re- 
spectively, of Hyundai Asia Resources 
ик. 

Through the “Hyundai Dares: The. 
Cordillera Challenge”, a grueling four- 
day road run of its CRDi-powered vehicles, nam 
the Getz, Matrix, Accent, Tucson and’ States, 
Hyundai formally embarks on yet another mile 
stone in its continuing effort to provide its cu» 
tomers with vehicles that will meet the demand uf 
their changing lifestyles. 

At the official kick off ceremony Tuesday, May 
23, Maria Fe Perez-Agudo, EVP and COO ut 
Hyundai Asia Resources Inc, stated that, "Ihe 
Cordillera Challenge promises to be a true tes of 
performance for our vehicles and itis a dare that we 
are confident to triumph over.” 

“Fuel efficiency is a brand value our CRDi-pow 
ered cars have been able to deliver to our customer 
through the years. Now, we would like to 
home the message that our edge lies also inthe 
power, endurance and reliability of all our cus. § 


The New 2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer EXT is equipped with Stabilitrak that calibrates en 
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quickly and easily converted from a comfortable tour- 
ing car to a practical van. In addition, the design and 
feel of the interior features complement each other, 
creating an atmosphere in which the occupants are 
immediately at ease to enjoy the high level oflong-dis- 
tance comfort 


Top-class technology 

Innovations in the field of suspension technology 
have contributed greatly to a successful combination 
of agility, safety and comfort-with all these attributes 
enjoying equal importance. 

"The improved Electronic Stability Program (ESP) 
now has a пем, additional function: the Steer Control 
steering assistance system. This operates in tandem 
with the electromechanical power steering system, 
providing the appropriate servo assistance in critical 
handling situations to help the driver stabilize the ve- 
‘hice when braking on road surfaces offering less grip 
‘onone side than the other. The new ESP function also 
helps with steering corrections and provides the driv- 
er with better road contact. 

As a further special feature included as standard, 
the suspension of the Compact Sports Tourer has a 
new, selective damping system which adapts the 
shock absorber response to the current driving situa- 
tion, A soft shock absorber configuration ensures a 
high level of ride comfort during normal driving, but 
switches to maximum damping force when taking 
bends at speed to give the B-Class maximum stability 

Testdrive the new Mercedes-Benz B-Class. For in- 
quiries, call Mercedes-Benz Global City at 815-7777 
ог Mercedes-Benz Greenhills at 723-5808 or visit 
wwwmercedes-benz.com.ph. CATS Motors is the 
general distributor of Mercedes-Benz passenger cars 
and commercial vehicles. 
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atis why we at Hyundai are excited about taking 
оп this new and exciting challenge of pushing our 
vehicles to an extreme test of performance. А feat, 
as far as I know, other automotive brands in the 
country have not taken to its full length,” added 
Perez-Agudo. 

The full course and length of the “Hyundai 
Dares: The Cordillera Challenge” was mapped out 
for Hyundai by motoring expert Isada. It covers an 
‘exhausting and demanding campaign that travers- 
es a variety of terrains from flat lands, winding and 
steep, uphill climbs to rough and narrow roads. The 
taxing route from Manila to Baguio, Banawe, and 
Sagada in the Cordilleras and onto Pagudpud and 
Vigan in the Ilocos and then back to Manila will 
prove the maneuverability, versatility, and reliabili- 
ty of the Hyundai cars. 


line torque and brake pressure according to road conditions for the utmost in driving stability. 


Enoc gears up 
in RP 


EMIRATES NATIONAL OIL COMPANY 
(Enoc) LLC, in coordination with CKW En- 
terprises, its official distributor of motor 
ой in the Philippines, unveiled a landmark 
development in the marketing of the Enoc 
Lubricants range with a complete packag- 
ing revamp aimed at boosting its market- 
ing power and challenging major interna- 
tional players. 

Recently, CKW Enterprises unveiled this 
new look with a grand new packaging 
launch at the Crowne Plaza hotel. The 
event was well-attended, from the top 
Enoc officers and directors from Dubai, to 
distributors and agents from all over the 
country. The guests were treated to world- 
dass entertainment and delectable 
gourmet treats for the palate. 

The grandiose event, the first for Enoc in 
the country, was truly reflective of the 
world-class image Enoc is tying to 
achieve. Hosted by the country's top come- 
dienne and television personality Tuesday. 
Vargas, the night featured many surprises 
including a musical extravaganza, a raffle 
wherein winners got to take home motor- 
cycle bikes and more, and the most-await- 
ed unveiling of the new packaging of Enoc 
lubricants. 

The wholly owned government of Dubai 
group has invested heavily in a powerful 
repackaging overhaul-the first since the 
launch of its lubricants brand seven years 
ago-aimed at repositioning Enoc lubricants 
as an international high quality brand. 

“This dynamic new look followed inten- 
sive research among all stakeholders,” said 
Hussain Sultan, group chief executive and 
board member, Enoc. “We believe the qual- 
ity of our lubricants is such that the time is 
right to challenge other major internation- 
al players in the market." 

The new look of Enoc Lubricants pack- 
aging and labeling is designed to reflect the 
modernity and towering impact of Dubai 
worldwide and its integral values of deliv- 
ering speed, purpose and premium prod- 
ucts. The brand icon of Enoc is more promi- 
nent, the physical structure of the packag- 
ing more aerodynamic with a refined pour- 
ing angle to prevent spillage. 

“This new, world-class image is a visual 
demonstration of our determination to be 
up there with the best,” said Kamal Said, 
chief operating officer, Enoc International 
Sales. “In commissioning this overhaul we 
have been driven by our desire to build an 
international lubricants brand.” 

‘The new Enoc Lubricants packaging im- 
age was conceived by international identi- 
ty consultants Landor and follows exten- 
sive focus group testing among a range of 
stakeholders, including end users. 

“We are confident that the new look will 
enhance Елос brand competitiveness, keep- 
ing us ahead of the competition, reflecting a 
promise of trust emanating from a region as- 
sociated with oil production and delivering 
the quality of performance excellence synor 
mous with Dubai,” added George Garcia, gen- 
eral manager, CKW Enterprises. 

“Our aim is to make the Enoc Lubricants’ 
brand a quality flagship for Dubai and the 
United Arab Emirates,” said Mohammed 
Sadek, manager, Enoc Lubricants. Enoc Lu- 
bricants are sold in more than 20 countries 
in the Middle East, CIS, Africa and Asia pa- 
cific. CKW Enterprises were officially ap- 
pointed as Enoc exclusive Philippines dis- 
tributor since 2003. 

“With CKW Enterprises, we are demon- 
strating to our customers in Philippines our 
loud commitment to deliver quality prod- 
uct and service” added Sadek. 

Established in 1998, Enoc Lubricants 
has a wide variety of branded automotive, 
industrial lubricants product developed to 
suit market demands. Its flagship products- 
the Protec gasoline engine oil range and 
‘Vulcan diesel engine oil range-are blended 
at 150-9002 certified facilities in Dubai 
and available in packs of different shapes 
and sizes with tamper-proof aluminum foil 
seals for added consumer protection. 
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THE 2006 DODGE DURANGO ADDS 
several state-of-the-art technologies and 
conveniences, setting itself арап, again, 
from the crowded SUV market. The 
2006 Dodge Durango offers all the pow- 
е capability and style with advances in 
fuel efficiency and safetyincluding 
Chrysler Groups Multi-Displacement 
System (MDS) and Electronic Stability 
Program (ESP) - that customers expect 
from a modem SUV. 
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“The 2006 Dodge Durango once more 
sets new standards for comfort, efficiency 
and safety, while living up to the ‘utility 
promise of sport-utility vehicles,” said 
Darryl Jackson, vice president-Dodge 
marketing, Chrysler Group. "With best- 
in-class power, the ability to tow 8,950 
pounds, seating for eight passengers and 
ahost of new technologies and amenities, 
the Dodge Durango offers the ultimate 
combination of features in the right-size 
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A significant contributor to Dodge Du- 
rangos improved fuel efficiency is MDS 
technology, which is now standard on the 
2006 Dodge Durango's 5.7-iter HEMI V-8 
engine. 

"The 2006 Dodge Durango also fea- 
tures a Clean Fuel option for the 4.7-lter 
V8 engine, which provides fleet cus- 
tomers the adaptability of operating their 
Durango on ethanol, gasoline or any mix- 

ture ofthe two 


Also new for the 2006 Dodge Du- 
rango is a power rear liftgate, , 
м. змн} 


THE 2006 DODGE DURANGO 


Downpayments start a 


P199,000 


Or monthly payments as low as P26,701 


Boasts more power, space, comfort, safety and 
sheer presence than its full-sized competitors. 


4.7L Magnum” V8 SOHC 
16-valve engine 
+ 235 hp/4,500 rpm output 


+ 300 Ib-ft/3,600 rpm torque 
+ 102.4 cubic ft max cargo capacity 
+ Seven-passenger seating 


DODGE Greenhills. 1008 EDSA Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila 
TEL:7235808 ҒАХ:7267741 MOBILE: 0917 Воо 2862 EMAIL:chryslergroupQicats.com.ph WEBSITE: www.chrysler.com.ph 
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three-passenger third-row 60/40 seat, remote start, Tip 
Start, two new 18-inch wheel options and standard 17- 
inch aluminum wheels. 

"The 2006 Dodge Durango is available in three trim levels: 
SXT (replaces ST), SLT and Limited. in addition, the Adven- 
turer package, introduced in 2005, is also available for 2006. 


Multi-Displacement System 

With the 5.7-liter HEMI V-8, the Dodge Durango is the 
most powerful large SUV on the market. For 2006 that es- 
teemed power is available with maximum fuel economy 
through Chrysler Group's Multi-Displacement System. 

"The Multi-Displacement System incorporated with the 
Dodge Durango's НЕМІ engine turns off four of the eight 
cylinders when the engine is under а light load-such as 
cruising down the highway-to conserve energy" said Mike 
Donoughe, vice president-body-on-frame product team, 
Chrysler Group. “The most amazing attribute to this system 
is how invisibly it operates. The Hemi can transition from. 
eight cylinders to four in 40 milliseconds. Dodge Durango 
customers will now realize the fuel-efficiency benefits of 
MDS without sacrificing power and torque.” 


Electronic Stability Program 
New on the 2006 Dodge Durango is Chrysler Group's 
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Electronic Stability Program, a feature available on all of 
Chrysler Group's 2006 SUVs. ESP aids the driver in main- 
taining vehicle directional stability by providing oversteer 
and understeer contro, to maintain vehicle behavior on 
road surfaces 

То optimize overall driving performance, ESP helps the 
driver maintain directional stability in rain, snow, ice or on dry 
pavement. The standard Antilock Brake System (ABS) is 
equipped with electronic sensors that help to prevent wheel 
lockup, and provides excellent stability and maneuverability 
during braking on virtually every type of road surface. 


Perfect blend of size, power 

"The 2006 Dodge Durango has the interior room, towing 
and hauling capability of a large SUV but achieves the fuel 
efficiency, performance and handling of smaller full-size 
SUVs. 

‘The 230 hp (175 KW) 4.7-liter Magnum V8 engine is 
standard on all four-wheel drive Dodge Durangos. With 
290 Ibft. of torque (393 Nm), the 47-liter provides 
smooth and responsive performance. 

The award-winning НЕМІ 335 hp (257 kW) and 370 
Ib-ft. of torque (509 Nm) provides more than ample power 
for towing and hauling, and is mated to а five-speed auto- 
matic transmission. The S.7-lter HEMI V-8 engine is avail- 
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able on the 2006 Dodge Durango SLT, Adventurer and Lim- 
ited models. "With a powerful V-6 Magnum engine as stani- 
dard, an optional 4,7-iter Magnum V-8 and the class-lead- 
ing HEMI V8, the 2006 Dodge Durango has a lineup of en- 
gines that can't be matched,” said Donoughe. "Unsur- 
passed in acceleration and towing, the 2006 Dodge Duran- 
go gives our customers exactly what they want." 

2006 Dodge Durango models with either the 4.7-iter V- 
8 or 5:7-iter HEMI ҰЗ offer a "Tow/Haul" transmission 
feature that provides crisp shifts and reduces gear search- 
ing when towing by holding the lower gear longer. The sys- 
tem will also select a lower gear under downhill conditions 
to utilize the engine's braking capability. 


Interior roominess and flexibility 

The 2006 Dodge Durango interior is simple, roomy and 
user-friendly with a functional, yet elegant design. With 
best-in-class cargo capacity, offering a best-in-class 68.4 cu 
fe. of cargo room with the third-row seats folded, Dodge 
Durango easily surpasses other full-size SUVs. 
Smooth ride 

The 2006 Dodge Durango features a smooth and quiet 
ride, with precise handling-benefis of ће Dodge Duran- 
go's torsionally stiff hydroformed frame and independent 


SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2006 


ply 28008 ‘right size’ SUN formula 


front suspension with rack and pinion steering. 

"The Dodge Durango features а fully hydroformed 
frame and chassis that is unique to Durango,” said 
Donoughe. “We have delivered an exceptional-handling 
SUV that delivers a refined driving experience, whether it's 
during a trip to the grocery store or a family vacation. In 
the crowded SUV market, the 2006 Dodge Durango's 
smooth ride truly distinguishes itself from the pack." 

Dodge Durango's smooth ride is also the result of a 
unique rear suspension with сой springs and a solid rear 
axle that delivers durability, payload and best-in-class tow- 
ing capability A Watt linkage system is fitted to the rear 
axle, centering the axle and reducing rear-end skate over 
rough surfaces. The rear suspension supports a Gross Vehi- 
cle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 6,600 pounds and towing ca- 
pacity of 8,950 pounds. 


Five-star safety rating 
"The Dodge Durango was awarded a Five-Star frontal 
impact rating by the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad- 
ministration (NHTSA) in 2005. New for 2006 is aroll-sens- 
ing side-curtain air bag system that uses sensors to keep 
side-curtain air bags deployed longer in rollovers. 
The Dodge Durango hydrolormed and fully boxed 
frame provides excellent crash protection. In addi- 


Owning an Accent has never been easier 
wlth these great payment options: 
Option I: 
а. Zero 96 Interest on a 12-month 
installment plan at 50% downpayment 
b. Low Down Payment of P85,200 


(15% down payment on а 72-month 
installment plan) 


с. Low Monthly Amortization 
of only P7,422 (50% down payment 
on a 72-month installment plan) 


Option 2: 
Discount of P30,000 for cash buyers 


Rush to a Hyundal Dealer near you today. 
Promo runs from May 22 - June 30, 2006. 


http:hwww.bworldonlino.com/BW040506 
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* Quoted from Tito Hormoso's Not So Fast column: 
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tion, octagonal front frame rail tips with patented 
crush initiators are designed to consistently absorb 
frontal impacts. 

Standard on the 2006 Dodge Durango is an ad- 
vanced air bag system that includes dual-stage front 
airbags and an occupant-sensing system for the pas- 
sengerside front air bag. All seats in the Dodge Du- 
rango feature three-point shoulder belts, including 
a center-mounted, three-point shoulder belt incor- 
porated into the second-row seating area. 


Dodge Durango Limited 

"The 2006 Dodge Durango Limited is a premium 
model and includes heated auto-dimming side mir- 
rors, power liftgate, premium instrument panel 
bezel, air conditioning with automatic temperature 
control, luxury floor mats, memory system for radio, 
driver seat, mirrors, ай conditioning and adjustable 
pedals, auto-dimming rearview mirror front heated 
bucket seats with premium leather, a second-row re- 
dining 40/20/40 folding seat, power front passen- 
ger seat, AM/FM stereo radio with six-dise in-dash 
CD and MP3 player, eight premium speakers with 
subwoofer, steering wheel-mounted audio controls, 
Electronic Stability Program (ESP), 18-inch cast 
aluminum wheels, security alarm and Sentry Key 
engine immobilizer 

Optional equipment for ће 2006 Dodge Durango 
Limited includes AM/FM stereo radio with naviga- 
tion system and six-dise in-dash CD/DVD player, 
UConnect hands-free communications system with 
Bluetooth wireless technology and 18-inch chrome- 
clad aluminum wheels. 

The 2006 Dodge Durango is built at the Newark 
Assembly Plant in Newark, Delaware. 

For more inquiries, call Chrysler Greenhills at 
723-5808 or visit wenchryslercom.ph. CATS Mo- 
tors is the general distributor of Chrysler, Jeep and 
Dodge vehicles. 


Hyundai Starex 
champion anew 


HYUNDAI STAREX, THE REIGNING FAMILY 
van in the country, bagged yet another presti- 
gious accolade when it won this year’s Full 
Size Van of the Year award in the recently con- 
cluded Petron Xtra Unleaded 2006 Autofocus 
‘Automobile & Motorcycle of the Year-People's 
Choice Awards. 

After three months of electronic polls via e- 
mail and SMS, and three weekends of grand 
exhibit at The Fort in Taguig City, the con- 
tenders underwent an intense voting where 
опе number-one vote per category and one е- 
mail-one vote per category system was put in 
plaice to veto duplicated votes. 

Voted by the Car of the Year Group in 2004 
as the Van of the Year and again in 2005 as 1st 
runner-up in the Entry Level MPV, the 
Hyundai Starex continues to pave the way for 
the influx of more technically advanced and 
ergonomically optimized Hyundai vehicles in 
the Philippines. 
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'They're everywhere! The global growth ot a retail icon 
$ A DEPARTMENT STORE IS A RETAIL 3 n y i 

establishment which specializes in sell- 
Y ing a wide range of products without a 

single predominant merchandise line. 

Department stores usually sell products. 
È including apparel, furniture, appli- 
ances, and additionally select other 
lines of products such as paint, hard- 
ware, toiletries, cosmetics, photo- 
graphic equipment, jewelry, toys, and 
sporting goods. Certain department 
stores are further classified as discount 
department stores. Discount depart- 
ment stores commonly have central 
customer checkout areas, generally in 
the front area of the store. Department 
stores are usually part of a retail chain 
of many stores situated around a coun- 
try or several countries. 


Roots in Russia, France, Canada 

Hudson's Bay Company in Canada was 
the first store to include departments; 
however, by modern standards, it would 
not be considered a department store be- 
cause of the size and range of items that 
"were stocked. The same may be said 
about Gostiny Dvor in St Petersburg, 
which opened in 1785 and should proba- 
blybe regarded as the one ofthe first pur- 
posely built shopping malls in the world, : 
as it consisted of more than 100 shops g і { С e O f 
covering an area of over 53,000 sqm. 

‘The first true department store was x 
founded by Aristide Boucicaut in Paris. n cd | e n T е S 
He founded Bon Marché in 1838, and by | L J 
1852 it offered a wide variety of goods in 
"departments inside one building 
Goods were sold at fixed prices, with 
guarantees allowing exchanges and re- 
funds. By the end of the 19th century 
Georges Dufayel, a French credit mer- 
chant, had served up to 3 million cus- 
tomers and was affiliated with La Samar- 
itaine, a large French department store 
established in 1870 by a former Bon 
Marché executive. 

The. oldest independent department 
store in the world, until it was recently 
purchased by House of Fraser, was Jen- 
ners in Edinburgh, Scotland, which has 
maintained йз original position on Edin- 
burgh's Princes Street since 1838. 

In New York City in 1846, Alexander 
Turney Stewart established the Marble 
Palace on the east-Broadway, between 
Chambers and Reade streets. He offered 
European retail merchandise at fixed 
prices on a variety of dry goods, and ad- 
vertised a policy of providing “free en- 
trance” to all potential customers. 
‘Though it was clad in white marble to 
look like a Renaissance palazzo, the 
buildings cast iron construction permit- 
ted large plate glass windows, In 1862 
Stewart built a department store on а full 
city block at Broadway and 9th Street, 
opposite Grace Church, with eight floors 
and 19 departments of dress goods and 
furnishing materials, carpets, glass and 
china, toys and sports equipment, ranged 
around a central glass-covered court. 

| Within a couple of decades, New York's 
retail center had moved uptown, forming 
a stretch of retail shopping from Marble 
Palace that was called the "Ladies" Mile". 
In 1858 Rowland Hussey Macy founded 
Macy's as a dry goods store. Benjamin 
Altman and Lord & Taylor soon competed 
with Stewart as New York's first depart- 
ment stores, later followed by MeCreary's 
and, in Brooklyn, Abraham & Straus (The 
Straus family would be in the manage- | 
ment of both Macy's and A&S. 

Similar developments were under way 
in London (with Whiteleys) and in Paris 
(with La Samaritaine) and in Chicago, 
where department stores sprang up 
along State Street, notably Marshall Field 
and Company, which remains the зес- 
ond-largest store in the world (after Ma- 
суз). 

Оп March 1, 1869 Zion’s Cooperative 
a aa = 1 Pamper yourself with the best that world-class designer participating retail partners from May 12 to June 12, 
became the first Pasasaan depart- brands have to offer. Give yourself the “gifts of 2006, you will receive a “gifts of indulgences” 
' ment store in America in 1870. A new 3- indulgences" and avail of top-of-the-line collections cash voucher worth P300.00, which you can use on 


story brick and iron store was built in that match your impeccable taste and lifestyle. your next visit at the same issuing store up to 
1876, noted for its unique architecture June 12, 2007.* 

and striped awnings. This store was re- Я > 

placed by an enclosed shopping center in And, for every P3,000 minimum single receipt 

1973, and the new Zion department store urchase you make at any of the "gifts of indulgences" So go on, indulge. At Indulgences, Level 3. 

p Y g ig ° 9 

preserved the gilt-edged ornate facade of 
the old store. In 1999 the May Depart- 
ment Stores bought a 14-store ZCMI 


chain and changed its name to Meier & " 
и рү =з ыссы esha mare € 3 Shangri-La Plaza 


ag 3 = MALLS have grown in their physical dimensions to such 
FURNITURE arranged the way you envision them at, BIG-NAME brands, such as this Nike Park outlet ina point that anal fresco ambiance can be achieved in 
homeisnow a usual ight in department stores. | Paseo de Sta Rosa in Laguna, compete head-to-head their restaurants. This Segafredo outlet is inside The 
‘Shown is an Abea outlet in Walter Mart. with other brands in a department-store setting Podium. 


promo period: may 12 - june 12 


in Oregon and Washington. 
By 1890 a new world of retailing had 
been created as department stores had a 
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came department stores as small towns 
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They're everywhere! The 
global growth of a retail icon 


From page GI 


became cities. The most prominent depart- 
ment stores emerged from small shops. The 
department store created several of North 
America's first large businesses. The depart- 
ment store is also largely responsible for the 
standard store design seen today, because of 
its size it required new building materials, 
glass technology and new heating, amongst 
other architectural innovations. The store lay- 
outs made shopping easier for consumers 
respective of their social or economic back- 
ground. The department store also offered 
new customer services never before seen such 
as restaurants, restrooms, reading rooms, 
home delivery, wrapping services, store 
hours, new types of merchandise displays, 
and so forth. 

Some department stores leased space to in- 
dividual merchants, along the lines of the new 
change in late 17th-century London, but by 
1900 the smaller companies were purchased 
ог eventually replaced by the larger compa- 
nies. In some ways they were very similar to 
our modern malls, where the property owner 


has no direct interest in the actual depart- 
ment store itself, other than to collect rent 
and provide utilities. Today only the most spe- 
cialized departments are leased out. This 
could include photography and photo finish- 
ing, automotive services, or financial services. 
However this is rare, even a store's restaurant 
is usually run by the department store itself 
today. 

Before the 1950s the department store 
held an eminent place in both Canada and 
Australia, during both the Great Depres- 
sion and World War II. However, since then 
they have suffered from strong competi- 
tion from specialist stores. Most recently 
the competition has intensified further 
with the advent of larger scale superstores. 
However competition was not the only rea- 
son for the department stores weakening 
strength; the changing structure of cities 
also affected them as the compact and cen- 
tralized 19th century city with its mass 
transit lines converging on the downtown, 
was a perfect environment for department 


SM Gamezone holds 
basketball competition 


BASKETBALL IS THE MOST POP- 
ular sport in the country, and SM 
Gamezone is playing into its pop- 
ularity by bringing the sport right 
into SM malls. 

Basketball fans who can only 
dream of being a PBA or PBL 
player can act out their dreams in 
SM Gamezone's Grandslam Bas- 
ketball Shootout and win prizes 
as much as P10,000 in SM gift 
certificates. Grandslam is a bas- 
ketball arena where age is not a 
requirement. 

Contestants are immersed in a 
unique game experience of bas- 
ketball shooting at its purest. 
Players compete weekly, monthly 
and yearly in the inter-branch 
challenge called “Battle of the 
Champions”. All one has to do is 
go to one of the SM branches: 
Southmall, Fairview, Manila, and 
Marilao and buy a ticket at af- 
fordable prices and beat the pre- 


basketball 


gift pack and other freebies. 

Like any basketball game, the 
Grandslam Shootout has three 
conferences. The first conference 
is from January to April. The sec- 
ond is from May to August, and 
the third is from September to 
December 2006. 

Gamezone sponsors include 


determined score. 

Special prizes and trophies are 
awarded to players who emerge 
the best in 3-point range, free 
throw line and stop-and-shoot 
categories, while other guests 
thrill in excitement or watch their 
favorite local and foreign basket- 
ball stars on video. Fans of these 
basketball wannabes are also en- 
tertained on the sidelines during 
the mall tours where Gamezone 
gives out prizes and invites bands 
to perform, and if you come suit- 
ed up looking like your favorite 


player, you can win a 


company's launc 


industry partner 


Avesco, Jollibee, 
Association, Phil 


Gatorade, Globe 


store growth. 

Department stores first appeared in China 
at the beginning of the 20th century, the con- 
cept said to be introduced by expatriate Chi- 
nese living in Australia. Before 1949, there 
were four main department stores in Shang- 
hai: Wing On, Sincere, Sun Sun and Yat Sun; 
the first two still exist today. 

During World War II patriotic sentiment in 
China had led to the formation of a number of 
department stores specializing in locally 
made merchandise. This type of stores be- 
came the mainstay in China after the forma- 
tion of the Communist state in 1949. 

Both types of department stores have long 
had branches in Hong Kong; however 
Japanese department stores began to appear 
in the 19605, and within а generation's time. 
became the dominant force in the market. 
The Asian financial crisis of the late 1990s 
һай resulted in the closures of some of these 
stores, but on the whole Hong Kong still has 
one of the world's most competitive retail 
markets. From wikipedia.com 


HBC BEAUTY RETAIL CHAIN GOES FRANCHISING 
Inits bid to reach more consumers and entrepreneurs, 
HBC, the country's biggest one-stop shop store chi 
beauty and personal care exclusives announced that it is "^ 
now franchising its unique neighborhood beauty store 1 
concept. The announcement was made by HBC chair Dr. 
Rosalinda Ang-Hortaleza (second from left) at the 


for, 


ig ceremonies held at HBC's impressive 


headquarters in Quezon City which was attended by 1 


e the Philippine Franchise 
pine Retailers Association, Philippine 


Chamber of Commerce and industry, Salon Owners and 
Hairdressers Association of the Philippines, Spa 
Association of the Philippines and top celebrities like Kris 
Aquino, their premier endorser for the San San, one of the 
successful cosmetic brands carried by HBC. With Dra 
Hortaleza in photo at the launching are Susan Loyola 
(right), president - HBC, Inc. Bing Sibal-Limjoco (left), 


Gentext, LA Gear, 
Tanduay and 
wwwyehey.com. 
Its not too late 
to realize your 
basketball 
dreams. For more 
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‘THE NEWEST SHOPPING DESTINATION 
has just opened at the Greenhills Shopping 
Center (GSC). 

Now known as V-Mall, this new shoppers’ 
hub has risen from the ashes of the old Virra- 
тай. 

Sporting a new look with five attractions 
from the SM group that include the successful 
Toy Kingdom chain, SM Appliance Center, 
Our Home, Watson's and Ace Hardware. 

According to GSC general manager Joey 
Santos, V Mall still retains the computer 
stores that have been favorite destinations of 
technology lovers and the old toy shops that 
have been the Mecca of toy lovers and collec- 
tors from all over Metro Manila. 

‘Sports shops like Ralph's Sports Shops and 
Planet Sport are also part of the new attrac- 
tions. 

The Great Eats Food Court which has sev- 
eral food outlets is at the third level together 
with Q-Power Station, an arcade and amuse- 
ment center. 

Old-timer Astrovision whose first store was 
at the old Virramall is back home via a 300- 
squaremeter shop. 

"Totally redesigned to make it more conve- 
nient for shoppers to go around, V-Mall boasts 
ofa wider area as the escalator have been relo- 
cated to the sides instead of its old location at 
the middle of the mall. It also features a scenic 
elevator that allows shoppers to sec the whole 
area on their way to the top levels. 

Jocy Santos disclosed that Goodwill Book- 


£2, 


information, call 
Beng Pedroso of 
SM Gamezone at 
800-3202. 


exec: 


BE! 


store will open its newest branch here. To 
make ita total family destination, the dental, 
optical and beauty clinics will be back to serve 
the needs of families. 

“They can come here to check on the af- 
fordable tech gadgets that includes MP3's 
for the teens, Ipods and other attractions 
that make us the complete shopping expe- 
rience and perhaps we are the most com- 
plete shopping center in the whole 
Metropolis as we do have everything that 
the family needs under just one roof,” San- 
tos said. 

Now connected to the new parking build- 
ing of the GSC to make it easier for shoppers 
to walk from the parking area to V-Mall, it al- 


vice-president of Francorp Philippines and 
Samie Lim, chair emeritus, Р! 
Association and chairman of Francorp Philippines. 


ippine Franchise 


so has branches of Dunkin Donuts, Milky Way, 
Krazy Krepe, Pho Hoa and a Chinese Deli 
among others in the mall's peripheral area. 

Santos divulged that one of its most fa- 
mous alumni is back as Cinderella opened an- 
other branch. 

То prepare for the expected increase in the 
number of shoppers frequenting GSC on Sun- 
days, the air conditioned chapel has been up- 
graded to 300 seats to accommodate the 
many mass goers coming to the shopping 
hub. 

Aside from these, cafes and restaurants 
will soon open around this area to provide 
shoppers a place where they can rest and re- 
lax after hectic shopping day. 
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summer fun 


SUMMER KID- я 
stuff makes а fash- 

ion splash with 

"bright and bouncy 
swimwear from 

SM. 

Capture fun in 
the sun in the most. 
eye catching 
palettes - aqua 
blue, sunny yellow, 
luscious green, 
tangy orange, coral 
fuschia and siz- 
zling red. Prints 
provide for a lot of 
poolside playtime - 
fun floral prints, 
summery swirls 
and sea creatures 
like star fishes, sea 
horses and corals. 

The collection is 
available at the 
Childrens Wear De- 
partment of all SM 


at SM 


ery 


IPTH OF PURCH 
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Use your Globe G-Cash and double у‹ 
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Crafts fair, bazaar at Greenhills 


THE 2ND PHILIPPINE CRAFTS 
Fair will be held simultaneously 
with the 13th Telecommunication 
and Accessories Bazaar at the 
Greenhills Shopping Complex. 
The exhibit, which will run 
from June 9 to July 3, is organized 
by Prime Asia Trade Planners & 
Convention Organizers (Patepco) 
in partnership with the Philippine 


PERFECT game winners (from left) from SM City North Edsa Jhake 


Chamber of Handicrafts Produc- 
ers and Exporters and the Korea 
Business Association of the Philip- 
pines. 

Henry б. Babiera, Patepco presi- 
dent, said about 1,500 exhibitors 
are manufacturers, dealers, distrib- 
шо, importers/exporters, and 
other traders from 18 regions of the. 
country. 


Supporting exhibitors are fine 
jewelry, antique furniture and fur- 
nishing, tribal arts, porcelains, jars 
and potteries, modern furniture and 
furnishing, crafts and hobbies, nov- 
elty items and corporate giveaways, 
leather goods, basketries, metal, 
wood and shell crafts, bed sheets 
and linens and food and delicacies, 


cell phones and accessories. 
„4 


|SM Bowling 


ang 


Ё Cup perfect 


Br came 


Santos, Alex Ngoi jr and Sammy Say Sy who received P100,000 each. 


ALEXANDER NGOI JR, SAMMY SAY 
Sy, and Jhake Santos each scored 12 
strikes in a row during the ongoing 
Sth SM Bowling Cup tournament to 
become winners of the competition’s 
perfect game awards. These ace 
North Edsa bowlers were each award- 
ed a P100,000 prize courtesy of SM 
Leisure Inc and the Mercantile Insur- 
ance Company of the Philippines Inc. 

All perfect game winners during 
the tournament will each receive a 


DEPARTMENT STORE 


ото 
FFLE COUPON 


cash award of P100,000, with no lim- 
iton the number of times one can win 
the award. 

‘The Sth SM Bowling Cup, the 
country's most prestigious bowling 
tournament, is ongoing until May 28 
at the fully automated world-class 
SM Bowling Centers in Megamall, 
North-Edsa, Fairview, and Cebu. A 
brand new Nissan Sentra awaits the. 
national winner; while monthly win- 
ners from each center will be award: 


мт 


From АЛАУ 2 то JUNE (5, 2006 


our 


chances of winning with 2 raffle coupons 


for every P500 worth of purchase. 


See mechanics posters for detalls. Por DTINCR Permit No. 2415, Series of 2006. 


winners 


ed P20,000 each. 

What makes this tournament even 
more rewarding is a grand raffle 
wherein all participants will have a 
chance to win exciting prizes. These 
include a Nissan Sentra, an alex: 
pense-paid trip to Hong Kong Disney- 
land for a family of four, a home the- 
ater system, 29” TV sets, round-trip 
air fares to Palawan and Bohol, DVD 
players, color printers, and bowling 
bags. 


We've got it all for you! 


@ 
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‘Astoria Plaza 
15 Escriva Drive. Ortigas Business Disc, 
Panig Cy 1600 


тыва? Pi Fax 910-0370 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
ala Al. cor Kalayaan se, aka cty 
к 
Emal: makattettygardenhoteis com 


e 
City Travel Hotel 


15 Kid Rond Baguio Oy, 
ты. (074) 45.0452] Fan (074) 445-0457 


Diamond Hotel Philippines 
Gor Dc Quint Se Ronas Blvd. 
Ча Q3) 38 000 Fax 526-2235 


Edsa Shangri 
Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
1 Garden Way, Ortes Centor. Manila 
TA вв 
мената аот 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Habin Sc Malate. Manila 
ы 523-1000 fùn 5154979 
тә: sles@oxecutvepzanatl com 
‘werwexecutvepiszanot com. 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
intersection of Carino S эла Legarda 
end, apo iy 
ты (1495449970 ro 717408975, 
Pax. (074) 446-0704 
ma oidenpnenoke@agine nt 


ЕЯ 


Hotel Veniz 
Ne, Abas St Baguio Су 
Kr 
иша 
mall помела syne net 
Nervae tam. 


Hs 
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Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
IGISA Mabini Sc Malate, Pon 
ты (632) 821-1000 Fax (632) 523-6917 
‘wovrlsspalmashotlcom ph 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Pasco de Ronas cor: Makati Ave. Makati Ci 
"ш. 750-0800 


warumandarnonenaicom 


© 
Renaissance Макай City Hotel 
Esperanza Se cor makati Ave.. Mala Ciy 


та Gi cedex: 811677 


күрү?) 
Palm Plaza Hote! 
Pedro Gl соте M Aden St. Manila 
ча (00) 2-0 Far 575 0 
Ммм ратро com. 
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SOMLRSET 


Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
HY den Cona St cor LP avis St, 
‘scot Vilage, 127 Maka Cy 
"ii 006-6683 Fax 888-6655 


Nal 
SOMERSET 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No! 1O4 Agurr St. Legaspi Vag, 1229 
КО 
Tot. 800.0805 Fac 812-721 


Adi 
sontistr 
Somerset Olympi, Malai 
ne RE ae Ne oria Ciy 
жшт во 


The Bellevue Mania 
Nori Briagenn Norte 
зч Furen 
Tat. 2) TT fx (638) 771-0202 
VAneinecelevia com 


Ga 


Te Regent Ноа, 
Angas Se Noga Cı 
| sera rens 


Camp John Hay Manor 
Tostan Road, Baguio Ciy 
FL OAJ 40181 to 5d 


292 
Gr Garden 
City Garden Suites 
иек SSeS Bana Parin 
ЧУМУ Бис БИЧЕН 
treten loe prie aul сот 


“Ж CSB HOTEL 


relin Av cor Estrada St Malate, Manlia 
"Id (2) 00-3333 Fax оч! 


* 
‘Dusit Hotel Nikko 


Dust Hotel Nic 

Ayala Carter, 1223 Makati Ci 
чы ЗЫ. dos 

alan dus com 


Ры, 


Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
Kan T2 Boo, Nasugbu. Batangas 
"i 02) 712-9283 1298 
Hax (02) 7129299 
Manta Sajas Oe 733-382733-955 


GARDEN 


PLAZA 
Bean 
Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
1020 Belen St., Paco, Mania 
ты (632) 52-4835] ar (032) 5224840 


Grana Regal Hotel Davao 
LP Laure ee anang, Davao City 
CE TPE 


0 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 
Intercontinental Mania 
Aris Avene, Makati Ck 
M MM 
woneinerconrenalcom. 
в 
Median Blond Resort 
Mactan land Resort 
Puna Ena haad, aps Lapu Cebu 
AB гойды заа 
назарат 


MANILA 
PAVILION 


Mania Pavilion Hotel 
UN Avenue, Ermita. Manil, 1000 
EST 
rvvsndapevion com ph. 


Clery 


‘Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
‘ts oor, опада, Ayala Cancer 
Mac Gry Metro Mania 
Tal. (63.2) 7298900 be. 8101 Fae: (63.2) 
"78.0000 echustQotiwood.com ph 


Royal Mandaya Hotel 
fra Gis. Done С 
ты. ой) вать 002) 235-1080 


# жиб. 
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#SUNNER PLACE HOTEL, 

к. agentes Place Hote 

in, 288 Marcos Hinay Baguio С 
EY stool” 
‘worn SummerPaceBapue.com 


Taal Vista Hotel 
Managed by Pugo Hotes Properties 
Xin i para Tatay Civ 
"i (638) 006-4329, (6346) 413-1000 
Ern азма одоос com 


Tha Marco Polo. 
CH octo Davao Су 8000 

“a (082) 231-0808 (082) 225-0111 
wanmarcopolehotek com. 


Ww 
Ha 


Waterfront Hotel Lahug 
Sons Drive, Lag Cebu Ciy 

ve oa) Babi n 10937 
arrra atorrante net 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
| Airport sd, Lapa Lapu Слу 6015 


TG ig 32 3403093 
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THE MARCO POLO DAVAO HAS AGAIN 
received the highest rating in Asia 
among its chain of hotels in Asia for the 
first quarter of 2006, 

Recent guest satisfaction survey 
shows that The Marco Polo Davao 
continues to be the best performing 
hotel in terms of overall staying ex- 
perience. The hotel was rated excel- 
lent not only in reservations, check- 
ins and accommodations, but also 
in food and beverage. 

The survey was conducted by an 
international group via electronic 
mails. 

Guest satisfaction over the ho- 
tel's quality of service was also 
proven by its consistent high oc- 
cupancy rate. 

"The hotel has been a hub for 
businesses and functions. "With 
local and international guests 
coming back to stay at the hotel, 
we can only expect that the hotel 
will continue to maintain or ex- 
сеей its current rating in the next 
months to come as it also pushes 
foreven higher standards and bet- 
ter amenities," sales and market- 
ing director Art BoneatoJrsaid. |, 
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Stress free party 
packages at City 
Garden Hotel 


LET CITY GARDEN HOTEL MAKATI TAKE, 
your stress away on your next party cele- 
bration. Party packages go for as low аз 
P24,7504 inclusive of buffet menu or bar- 
becue grill and discounts on drinks. Its 
wedding and debut packages come for as 
low as P59,000+ inclusive of a buffet 
menu for 100 persons, a cake, souvenirs, 
floral arrangements, and other amenities. 
Receptions venues may be held at its cozy, 
fully equipped function rooms or at the al 
fresco Roofdeck, witha wonderful view of 
the metropolis. Hold your party on a 
weekday and enjoy further discount of al- 
most 10 to 30 percent from the package. 

‘Those needing extra pampering, the 
Body & Face by Mendez at the hotel's Up- 
per Penthouse level has special packages 
for individuals, couples or group. Try their 
Revitalizing Glow Package which comes 
with a choice of Salt Body Glow or Body 
Gommage and a choice of Swedish or Shi- 
atsu Massage or their Rejuvenating Es- 
cape that gives you a choice of Combina- 
tion or Aromatherapy Massage and а 
choice of Men's Facial or Oil Control Facial 
or Nurturing Facial. 

City Garden Hotel Makati is located in 
Макан restaurant strip at 7870 Makati 
Avenue corner Kalayaan Avenue, Makati 
City. For reservations or inquires, please 
call (02) 899-1111, or its domestic toll 
free number ' 1-800-101-GARDEN 
(427336), ог at wwwcitygardenho- 
tels.com. 


The Bellevue Hotel’s Café d’ Asie 
Restaurant has a new menu 


THE DEFINITIVE DINING 
destination of the south, 
‘The Bellevue Hotel, contin. 
ues to delight gourmands 
and food lovers in the Ala 
bang and surrounding ar 
eas with new and exciting 
dishes at affordable prices. 
Café @ Asie is the hotel's 
main dining outlet that 
speaks of a warm and invit 
ing ambiance perfect for 
Sunday family brunches, a 
lunch out with office mates 
ora working dinner 
Delicious appetizers 
such as Jade Prawn Cocktail Creole, piping- 
hot soups like Minestra Alla Genovese, 
healthy salads such as Salad Alla Livornese, 
filling sandwiches like The King of Club, 
scrumptious omelettes and pastas such as 


Singaporean Oyster 
Omelettes, all-time Fil 
ipino favorites like Sini- 
gang na Sugpo, tasty Asian 
specialties such as Fried 
Hokkien Mee, delectable 
Continental cuisine like 
Broiled Chilean Sea Bass 
Medallion and mouthwa- 
тепп desserts such as Bra- 
20 de Mercedes in Jackfruit 
Coulis make for a flavorful 
gustatory experience. 

Relax, unwind, cool 
down and get energized 
for another busy work- 

week. The Bellevue Hotel lets you enjoy your 
weekends to the utmost with Weekends at 

‘The Bellevue. For only P3,800-- per night, 

enjoy a deluxe room accommodation with 

buffet breakfast for two or P3,000++ with- 


ош breakfast during Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays of April 28 to July 30. Plus, get a 20 
percent discount on the Barbecue Buffet at 
‘The Poolside. Other perks include free use of 
swimming pool and gym facilities at The 
Bellevue Spa Club, complimentary shuttle 
service to nearby malls and business dis- 
tricts, welcome drink at 20/20 Entertain- 
ment Bar, welcome fruit plate, two bottles of 
mineral water replenished daily, and local 
newspaper. 

The Bellevue Hotel, southern Metro 
Manila's ultimate entertainment venue, 
gathers its night owls for two action-packed 
nights of vintage rock and roll featuring 
popular band The Bloomfields. On May 31, 
Bellevue's 20/20 entertainment bar fills 
with gaiety, dancing and singing from this 
fastrising group of music-loving young- 
sters, Entrance fee is only P300. For in- 
quiries, call 771-8181. 


Lamb galore at Fiesta San Miguel 


| papa sg or 


FIESTA SAN MIGUEL GIVES YOU MANY 
reasons to crave for Filipino cuisine as it 
offers, on the menu, a unique gastro- 
nomic feast, 

‘True to Fiesta San Miguel's Паге for 
Filipino food with a twist, the restau- 
rant offers a la carte items for May and 
June featuring, the tender, lamb meat. 
Sample the “pinoy style” “Inihaw na 
Australian Lamb" with coconut barbe- 
cue sauce and served with pineapple 


chumey and mashed sweet potatoes 
and the “Lamb with Adobo Sauce” with 
malungay pesto, among other lamb 
dish preparations. 

Let Fiesta San Miguel warm your ap- 
petite with its hearty soup dishes using 
different types of noodles matched 
with meat, seafood and vegetables. 
Highly recommended is the Japanese 
style and sour soup varieties on the 
menu, Available until June 2006. 


People, Events Products 
Extra Joss, the power powder 


NISSAN RX SERIES AT 14TH 


CONSTRUCTION SHOW CEBU 
Nissan Rx Series models will be on display at 
the 14th Construction Show in Cebu, June 2-5, 
at the Cebu Trade Hall, 3/F SM City Cebu. The. 
show is the longest and biggest running annual 
construction exhibit in the Southern Philip- 
pines. Photo shows the latest Nissan Rx Series 
001 Stand-up model, Its an electric (48V) each 
type; with load capacity of 1000-1500 kg, and 
lis load canter is 500 mm. The Nissan Rx Series 
is exclusively distributed in the Philippines by 
GLC Nissan Forklift inc, For particulars on the 
14th Construction Show Cebu, Interested par- 
ties may call In 
] Manila (02) 873- 
4 8202 or 1198 or 
8876 or 9047; cel 
(0917) 8382183 
or in Cebu (032) 
232-3729 or 3740 
ог 412-9463 or 
(0916) 613-9179; 
‘or emall construc- 
tlonshow@ladu- 
‘out.com, 


WITH ALL THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND 
activities we have to juggle, life can be quite 
overwhelming. Work has its challenges - de- 
manding clients, tight deadlines and labor- 
intensive tasks. Of course we also need to 
pursue our hobbies, be rigid in our work- 
outs and enjoy going out. Even spending 
time with our family and friends can drain 
us of the energy we have left. 

But all these aspects of our lives are impor- 
tant. Bach should be dealt with the same inten- 
sity and focus. Thus, there's no choice, but to 
cope, Our body has to acquire extra boost, extra 
energy, extra power - Extra Joss Energy Drink. 

‘This high-potency drink contains essential 
B vitamins - B1, B2, B3 and B6, Taurine and 
Ginseng. Vitamin B1 (Thiamine) helps turn 
carbohydrates into energy. While Vitamins B2 
(Riboflavin), B3 (Niacin) and B6 (Pyridox- 
ine), aid in the body's energy production by 
helping metabolize fats, carbohydrates and 


proteins. Taurine, an amino acid that’s con- 
centrated in the brain and heart balances the 
energy given by the B vitamins. It helps regu- 
late heartbeat, maintain stable сей mem- 
brane and inhibit the brain from over activity 
1с айо contains Ginseng, popularly used to re- 
duce stress, increase energy levels, improve 
memory and support the immune system. 

Extra Joss is great for anyone who wants 
extra energy boost. Those who are cautious of 
sugar intake can enjoy a glass or two because 
it's sugar-free. It's perfect even for those who 
are tight on the budget. 

Its no wonder that in the short five years its 
been available to the market, Extra Joss is now 
the favorite energy drink in the country In fact, it 
has 70 percent of the market based on servings. 

Stress and fatigue do not excuse you from 
doing the things you have to, Now, you can 
have that extra energy to live life to its fullest. 
With Extra Joss, power is within reach, 
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